
I ~Pro posed Mkanges. 6

Titill prsion is mnade for prosecuting every departmnent of our work.
oenergency can arise that we have not agencies to meet. But

ii f one or two muen are te be the head centres of authority, fromn
:0 i whom action is te emanate, then they must have their instru-
rou1, iients through whom they will operate, and church activity wvilI
thojý ,argely cousist in carryinc out their behests. The coruparison of
S t11 §-ho Church to a batik, or au army, in which subordinates are the

e:re unquestioning instruments of some bihrwlsoshow
Mar far sonie are willing te go; and shows aiseo, in my opinion, a total

* uisconception of the true idea of the organization ofl a New
n 1 testament Church. The Ohurch is net like an army, a machine

Sthat is te be directed by any single inid, but a royal priesthood
th ývested with power for the Master's werk. Even during tihe l ife
~ ~~fthe inspired. Aposties, wvho in their apostolic office liad no
A*I uccessors, they were net 'l<lords over God's heritage," acting

0' 4's if ail authority came through thein. In the 15th chap-
1 'eý 0Ôr of tl e Acts we read, that when a grave emergency arose,

tte <nd a course of action wvas to be enjoined upen the Churches,
4a $istead of Peter, or James, or Paul settling the matter by an

i ýuthoritative mandate; Ilthe aposties, and eiders, and brethiren
la m,,.te tog«ethier, and after full discussion adepted a decision, which,

'au1 and Sulas were commissioned te make knewn in their fields
'labour. There is inet the slightest indicaLion that the primitive

lit 'hristian Church had any Ilhead," but Christ, though it sut;ceeded
Ideywell without ene. The idea of a human " head," whe should
e a centre of authority, 'vas the invention of Rome at a later

~ ay-a corruption against which Protestantistu has alway firinly
'j îrotested ; and which we hope wilI never be imitated in any
f. 'eg(ree in our own Ohurcli. «Qune is your Master, even Christ,
jziid all ye are brethreu."

Why is the office of President of the General Conierence studi-r ¶i1 elittlk.d and depreciated? He presides in the GeneralCofr
ýéce, aud in ail the great connexional committees. This is a cein-

e.i4a ading position that gives hmn a powverfal influence in guiiditg
.~Ve affairs of the Chureh. He cau visit throughout the connexion,
Sidcounsel and suggaest action in auy natter that demands it.

_hi what ground eau it be said that we have ne power te, act in
~emergency ? Did net the Presîdent of the General Conference

i-eaugurate, in an emergeney, the Il Relief and Extension " move-

ý,,nent, which se fully attested the vital unity of our Ohiurch, in


