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‘}ision is made for prosecuting every department of our work.
;.\To emergency can arise that we have not agencies to meet. But
if one or two men are to be the head centres of authority, from
whom action is to emanate, then they must have their instru-
fnents through whom they will operate, and church activity will
ﬂ“’f} f argely cousist in carrying out their behests. The comparison of

i il "he Church to a bank, or an army, in which subordinates are the
Wh.'; mere unquestioning instruments of some higher will, shows how
)“a‘?p 3__'ar some are willing to gn; and shows also, in my opinion, a total
:nw} ' fnisconception of the true idea of the organization of a New
n§

i Testament Church. The Church: is not like an army, a machine
} that is to be directed by any single mind, but a royal priesthood
tﬂ; ",é&]vested with power for the Magter's work. Even during the life
“9f the inspired Apostles, who in their apostolic office had no
}ﬁuccessors, they were not “lords over God’s heritage,” acting
10'} ds if all authority came through them. In the 15th chap-
3 %or of the Acts we read, that when a grave emergency arose,
stej‘ qnd a course of action was to be enjoined upon the Churches,
e fnstead of Peter, or James, or Paul settling the matter by an
1 g thoritative mandate ; “ the apostles, and elders and brethren ”
g »came together, and after full discussion adopted a decision, which
1‘35}‘- aul and Silas were commissioned to make known in their fields
:jfe labour. There is not the slightest indicaiion that the primitive
Bhristian Church had any “head,” but Christ, though it succeeded
B !’ery well without one. The idea of 2 human “ head ” who should
¥ ';Ee a centre of authority, was the invention of Rome at a later
’é”ay—-—a corruption against which Protestantism has alway firnly
“’J g{rotested and which we hope will never be imitated in any
} eoree in our own Church. “OQOne is your Master, even Christ,

nd all ye are brethren.”

b 1 Why is the office of President of the General Conference studi-
8 - %sly helittl.d and depreciated? He presides in the General Confer-

:"@ce and in all the great connexional committees. This is a com-
*a;andm position that gives him a powerful influence in guidiug
ne affairs of the Church. He can visit throughout the connexion,
#nd counsel and suggest action in any matter that demands it.
- gn what ground can it be said that we have no power to act in
géﬁ emergency ! Did not the President of the Genera! Conference
~irlaugurate, in an emergency, the “ Relief and Extension ” move-
tﬁent which so fully attested the vital unity of our Church, in
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