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Dear wa,——Au acoount of my firat tour alone may
not be umntorenung to your readers. A week ago last
Wodnesday, nccompumed by my Bible-woman, Vorrama,
1 left Vayguru for a village some eight or ten niiles dis-
tant, whore' I intended making my hesdquarters for s
weok or ten days, while I visited the surrounding villages.
Owing to-my stopping to gréot the Obristisns in'a villagg
by the way, it was quitd 12 o'clock ‘cre I alighted from
my pony at the door of the chapel that was to be my home,
and I was'obliged to wait another two bours for my break-
fast as my baggage coolies failed to put in an sppearance.
As the waten of a cocoanist was all I had bad to reliove
my hunger and thirst by the way, I did smple justice to
tho meal when it was ready.

A word about my lodging—the chapel. The firat thing
that attracted my attontion was ¢ Obristmas " in colored
Telugu lotters on the outside, and upon entering the
building. which was built of mud, and thatched with a
coarso river grass, I found that tho samo imstinet that
decorated the churches in Christian lands with holly and
evergroen at Christmas time, had prompted this little
band of Christisns to seek to beautify thoir humble house
of prayer for this occasion. The mud floor had been
nicely washed, the walls whitewashed and decorated with
olining of dolored paper, and alao a text which the teacher
hidgiventhemasayeartext. ChristmasDayhadbeonspent
in feativities and dovotional exercises, nor were they sol.
fish bub entering somewhat into the spirit of the One
who 50 miuy years ago gave us His only begotten Son,
they invited their heathen neighbors to share their feast,
snd later in the day to sttend their thanksgiving service
in the chapel. ' In passing through the little *‘ gudem,”
a8 the Madega quarter is called, and jo which the Chris-
tiana had received their share of sttention, and in honor
of the day, bad been freshly washed and docorated with
littla patterns in lime. * -

It gave me great pleam.u-c to join with ‘these brethren
and sisters each evening in their evening worship, for
although both men and women had worked in the harvest
tields all day, after the evening meal all mot for-s short
service. The Spirit was in our midst and gave ms mes-
eagos for them.

The inhabitants of the villaga of Sreeriagapurma, as
thia village in called, are, with thy expeption of four or
five houses, all Brahmins, who, about four or five years
ago when the Christinns, under the loadership of Yacob,
tho teacher, began to make proparations to build this
chapel, put forth most strenuous efforts to hinder the
project, even demeaning themselves so far an to use very
abusive language. *‘Satan finds somd miscbiof atill for
idlo hands to'do,” finds an illustration in tho case of some
Bradmips at loast, for the orthodox Brahmin rarely en-

gages.in any pursuit, but sits at home fondling. and try:
ing to revive the corpse of hiscHindu religion. . Yaco
tells-how that when it scemed as though the people of
the land ware gong to be suo.cessful in their endeavors
toiwweaken the hands of tho Lord's servants, that the Lord
graciously ravived bis £ "b-apd vourage by Pealm xxxvii
1.3, ** Fret not thyself %eaﬁue of evil doors,” etc.;
that ho boldly essured the enemies of the Lord thnb
house of prayer would be ereoted, ond that they (th
Brahmins) would live to see the day when ladies ay
gentlemen should come to vieit it, which prophecy he was,
rominded, was fulfilled by my coming, the gendeman,

Mr, Brown, haviog come and gone many times. Not only
soem to have won &

80, but this teacher and the Chri
the respect of those very Brahmins, several of whom sent ™
me cordial invitations to visit their homes, which I -

acoepted and spent one of the most pleasant aftemoons' y

with the Brahwin women.
The Brabmins are beginning to learn that their pres- '

tige fa gone and that at least some of those who, of'ypre,

worshipped at their fcet, yea, drank the water in which

those foot had been bathed, are finding better employ- -

ment, and that, under British rule, the moanest subject
has righta that even Brahmins cannot lightly interfere

with, Mothinks it must gall them to behold the rapid

strides towards freedom,'in the highest mense of the
word, that are being made by those whose grand-parents
dored not 8o much as claim the right to cover their bodies ..
deceutly

T must tell you of an encounter Yurammo and I had -

with & Brahmin widow in one of the villages. Immie-
dintely upon our entrance into the village, we were con-
ducted to o shed belonging to a wealthy farmer and werd

'

in a short time surrounded by a arowd of women, among,

whom was Maha Dakshmi, the woman to whom I have .
It was ovident from her oansequentml "

already referred.
air that she had come with the intention of defeatingas,
for, seating herself st some distance to avoid contamina. .
tion, and being encouraged by nods of approval and tric

umphant exclamations at her profound wisdom from the.

other women, procooded to dispute each point we'raised ..

with such volubility, that Vursmma, who is rarely ata. -

loss for a word, turned to me with a look almost of ™

despair. -

8he olaimed to have lived without sin from the time - .
of her husband’s death, whon she bad had a visien. -

Watching my opportunity, I began reading and explain-

4

ing tho firat chapter of Genesis, which ia a favorite chap.

ter of mine in .dealing with the heathen, as it reveals -

the utter ridiculousness and sin of man, made in the
image of God, and animated. by His breath, worshipping .
and serving, rather than‘the Creator, the creatures which -

be was assigned to rule, and the sun, moon and stars, .
stones and trees, eto., designed for his comfort and use

But she tovk exception to the account of the creatidn 8} -




