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ORIGIN OF THE GRIDIRON IN MAKING
FREEMASONS.

In years gone by, say terty or more. there lived
10 the City of Gotham, a jolly gnod host whose
physical man betokened that he was noidle work-
man at seasons of refreshment, and his full face
denoted that good: humer and a relish for jokes
Whetted his appetite for bibibles as well as eat-
ables, This jolly good host wasa Freemason,
and his hotel was a resort of the members of the
Craft to while away their leisure time, where they
were received with a smiling welcome, and their
mndunigences seasoned with a happy jest os some
lively anecdote. Among the members of the Lodge
to which our good host was attached was one, a
tailor by profession, who fully equatled him in
pranks aud jokes, and when these two met some
mischief was sure to be concocted, some plan
devised for marriment at some other’s expense.
Among the inmates of the hotel was a very worthy
young man, a mechanic, employed in the neizhbor-
hood, boarding there for convenience, This young
man had a desite to leatn the mysteries of Freema-
sonry, and requested the landiord to advise him
the course to pursue, to which he readily agreed,
as the young man was every way worthy to
become a member of the fratermity. The appli-
calion was made, and everything wassatisfactory.
Prior to his initiation, he” concluded to make his
debut in the Lodge in a new outfit, and he engaged
a new suit from our jolly good tailor, to be finished
on the night of his initiation. The tailor being
cognizant of his customer’s application to he made
a Masen, and divining the urpose for which the
swit of clothes was ordered, he, at the suggestion of
the host, deviseda plan for some sport on the occa-
sion. The worthy host’s wife it was known had
some curlous .views concerning the Mystie Order,
and believed 1t was not altogether for beneficial or
charitable purposes the Masons met in their
Lodges. The tailor prepared a piece of cloth, and
scorched it in stripes'as if it had been burnt on
a gridiron ; this he neatly basted on the seat of
the pantaloons. The clothes arrived in due time,
and soon cased the physical man of the candidate
for initiation. He presented hiniself before the
host before going to the Lodge,who, in the presence
of his better balf, appearing to admire very much
the new suit, and inspecting the lower part of his
coat, he remurked, *‘How very considerate ! loud
enough for his spouse to hear, and then left the
house accompanied by the candidate. The next
day the clothing was closely examined, and before
the close of the week, there were few of the lady
acquaintances, whose husbands were known to be
Masons, who did not see those pantaloons. It
must not be suppose}l there were no secret con-
versations in relation to making Masons after
retining at night, between the goad host and his
better half. She, good soul, serious and moralizing.
He unable to contain his faughter, and striving to
prevent mving offense, The circumstance gave
occasion for much talk among the good wives
of the neighborhood. In due time the piece of
cloth which had created no little excttement was
removed, and the young man remained in 1gnor-
ance of the practical joke ; the subject being of a
delicate nature,,could not be cominunicated to him
by those who believed lnm to have been a victim
to some crue) ceremony. It was this circum-
stance which gave such extensive currency to the
beliet that a heated gridiron was a necessary
implement in Masonic initiation— IWorld's Masonic
Register.

——

Sect.~It must not be imagined thut Masonry
1s a system of religion at the present period.
Nothing can be farther from the truth., Such a
supposition would reduce 1t to tho Jevel of a reli-
glous sect, and utterly destroy its universality.
1t embraces a view of all the main facts connected
with the great pian of human redemption; but
leaves the brethren to arrange those facts as may
suit theic'ownndividual opinion. ‘This is the doc-
trine of the first ancient charge,
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THYE WORKING TOOLS OF A ROYAL ARCH MASON.
The working tools of a Boyal Arch Mason are

THE NINE MASTERS.
, The following are the names of the nine mas.

the Crow, Pick-axe, and Spade. The Crow is;ters who ave saill to have been elected by Solomon

uscd by operative Masons to raise things of great
weight and bulk § the Pick-axc to loosen the soil
and prepare it for digging ; and the Spade to re-
move rubbish, But the Royal Areh Masonis em-
blematically tavght to use them for more noble
purpeses. By them he is reminded that itis hissa.
cred duty to lift from his mind the hepvy weigzht
or passions and prejudices which encumber his
progress towards virtue, looseningthe bolus which
fong habits of sin and lolly bave laid upon his dis-
position, ard removing the rubbish of vice and
ignorance which prevents him from beholding the
eternal foundation of truth and wisdom,upon which

he is to erect the sEirilual and moral temple of hls,

lyn Slandard

second life.~Brao>

MASONIC MERDICANCY.

Wa are pleased to learn, from the proceedings
of several Grand Lodgzes, now before us, that
while Masonic charity is increasing in its leguti-
mate work, the Brethren, generally, are beginning
to understand, and properly rebuke, a species of]
Masome mendicancy, which within the past ten
years has been a source of more fruitful annoyance
to the Craft than any other, Strict investization
is now made in many States of all travelling ap.
plicants for Masonic aid, a8 to their claims, both
on the score of merit and of necessity, and onty
those are assisted who are able (o furnish such itie
ternal evidence of being worthy as will stand the
test of Masonic requirement. To all others, Ma-
sonry is not only not bound to contribute. but by
so doing, she inflicts positive injury upon herselt
and upan sociely. Want of discrimination in the
Gestowment of Masonic charity has given exis-
tence to a large and increasing number of Masonic
vagrants, who have made no other use of the in-
stitution than to derive from it a subsistence, which
otherwise wonld have been the reward of indus-
try, if obtained at all. Some of the Grand bodies
have taken action upon the snbject, and defined
the limits of a Brother's duty in considering ap-
phications of this nature. We are of opinion that
as it is often impossible to determine, from a Bro-

jafter the death of Hiram AnfT :—Moabon, Jaclun,

Boaz, Gamzam, Azariah, Joram, Jsch.’g, Achal,
Obed.— Brooklyn Slandard.
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ITEMS.

*Igo through my work,” as the needie sanl to
the idle boy.

t But not till you are hard pushed,” as the idle
boy said to the needle,

A htlle boy ol a certain village being asked
what wag the chief end of man, answered.  The
end what's got the head on.”

One of Sir Boyle Rache’s invitations to an Irish
nobleman was rather equivocal: “ [ hope, my
Lord, 1f ever you are within a mile of iny house,
you’ll stey there all night.”

AN EPIORAM.

Quoth Mary to John,
* How wicked nre men,
‘To Abraham’s besom
Scarce one gocs in ten,*

Quoth Jobn to Mary,

“\Vhy should they, my dear,
Sincoe daily they find

'ar sweeter ones here 222

How did Jonah feel when he went down the
whale’s throat ? ,

He felt taken in and was considerably put out
in.about three days,

How did he look and think ?

He looked down in the mouth, and thought he
was going to blubber, .

“ Do you believe in second love, Mrs, Me~
Quade 7" ¢¢ Do I believe i secondlove 3 Humph ¢

thet’s appearance ot application, the extent of his

If a man buysa pound of sugar, 1sn't 1t sweet ?

necessities, the rule to regulate Masonic chanty:and when it’s gone don’t he want another pound ?

sheuld rest in the sound discretion of the one to
whom application is made, but that in applying
the restrictive rule, the Brother should not forget
that it is better to be deceived an hundred fold,
than that one needy, meritorious applicant should!
be denied. Masonic vagraney, we regret to say,'
has in other States, as well as in our own gen
erally been but another name for Masonie knavery,
and the Subordinate Lodges of many other juris-
dictions than our own, contain the evidence o
broken honor and faithless promises to an extent
sufficient to cause the cheek of every honest Bro-
ther to mantle with shame, that such wretched
soecimens of humanity have ever found their way
into the Fraternity.—Brooklyn Standard.

and isn't that sweet, t00? Troth Murphy, | be-
lieve in second love,”

Youtru anp AGe.—Youth is fed by poetry and
imagination ; mature age, by reahities ; as plants
drasv all their nourishment from the air, until they
bear fruit ; and alterwards from the ground only.

If laughter 1s the daylight of the sov), o smile
is its twilight,

GENEROUS.—A young clergyman having buried
three wives, 2 lady asked him’ how he happened

jlo be so lucky. ¢ Madam,> replied he, ‘I knew

they coutd not live without contradiction, so [ let
all of them have their own way.”

My native city has treated me badly,” said a

SEcRET.—What can it be ? This is a question]drunken vagabond, # but Ilove herstill.” ¢ Pro.

which has been asked for centunes, and will pro-
bably continue to be asked for centuries to come,
Ceremonies, customs, moral explanations of. alle®
gorical and symbolical instruments and figureS
which are to be found in a Freemasons’ lodge,

bably,” replied a gentleman * ker s2ill 1s all you
do love”

Said a certain individual to a wag—* The man
|who bas raised a cabbage head has done more
good thaa all the metaphysicians in the world.”
{ Then,” replied the wag,  your mother ought to

are, it is true, considered as secrets by some of thejhave the premium !»

brotherhood.  But those cannot be the real ge-
nuine secrets of Freemasonry ; it ‘is impossible 5
for a Mason may be acquainted with all the ce-
remonies, usages, and customs of the Craft—he
may be able morally to explain every svmbolical
or allegoncal strument or figure which is to be
found in a Musons’ lodge ~and yet neither be hap.
py in this world, nor have a sure. foundation on

to come,— Gadicke,

~which to build his hopes of huppiness in the worldl

‘The proverb which says the first step towards
(greatness 1s to  be honest, does not state the case
strongly enough. Honesty. is nol simply the first
step toward greatness ; it'is greatness itself,

). Let a youth, who stands at the bar with a glass
of liquor in his hand, consider which he had better
throw away, the Jiquor or himself.

Wity has the weather been so‘interisély hot

lately 1—Because the World hasknocked spots out

by

of the Sun.



