
THE OANADIANf PRESB3YTER

Ronne in the Vatican a inar-bie statue cf a Bishiop seated u1)on bis tlîronc, wvhieh
Nvias brouglit te lighit in the year 1551, whlen sonme excavations were' being inadea
iii the Via Tiburtina. The figure is of a venerable aspect and is clad in the
Greek pallin or Bishop's robe. The two sides and the back of the throne are
covered With' inscriptions in Greek capital hèttcrs ;-tîo sides contain calendars
foir deterniiniîîg the day of Easter, aîîd the back contains a1 catalogue of works
ivitn dotibtiss by the persoli -%vhoiî the statue represcuts. lu tliis cata-log(ue

wdonot, it is truc, find oui- uewly discovered treatise, but wve find one entitled
.iTie Universe" wlîich the author cf our treatise says Nvas Nvitten by luimelf,
:1d( whIichl writers cf the third and four 1h century say was written by St. Ilippo-
h-tiis cf Portus Roniaijus. By this circle of evidence we conclude thiat the
statue is that of St. iFippolytus, and thiat the autiior cf the bock Il Against al
tlie Ijeresies" is none other than the Bishcp s0 call cf Portus Romanus.

This is a very curious and intercsting treatise. It throws much light oni a
hieretofore darkc period cf Church history. Little or nothiugf eold bc accurate-
1v knovîî or even kznown at ail cf the Chiurch during the ivretehed period coin-
prised witbin the reigns of Commodus and Alexanider Severuis. Even Neander,
tuie Iatest and inost erudite of historians, net having seen titis treatise, bas littie,
te say about that period. WVe have now, however, authentie statements singular-
]y minute cf the state cf the Roman Church at that tiîne. The writirig is d oubt-
lers unet a history, but in refuting hieresies it gives an hccunt cf persons wvho,
acted a prominent l)art iii the affairs cf these tinies, and it relates iuany events
wlich wcr,. before unknown.

Original ly the treatise coutained ten books, the first three are, however,
î1wan tîng. A part cf the first bock bias been discovercd amnong the reputed
writiings cf Origen te whomi we have before referred. Tihis first bock contains

îuunmary cf flic wcrk te the end cf the fcurth bock, widh the latter part oe
whiichi our treatise begins. Froin this suimmary we iearn that the first four
teoklls contained a condcnsed vicw cf the doctrines tatught by the ancient Philo-
sophers. The work as ive have it, properly begins ivith thefouirth bock and
ternîjuiates soimewhat abruptly Nvithi the tcnth, iuidivatLing that the concluding
portion, probably cf no great value, is aise awaniting. 'ITaken as a whole,
iîewevcr, tiiese seven books Nvbich, mcre or less coinpletc, fill the volume, are
te us the most living and remarliable i-evelation cf flic strange anarchy and
'en1fuisicu cf opinions that prevailed L,,-.ong the more leairned and cultivated
c1wýses, titrougli ail NNhicli genuine cbristiauity -was slo'viy w'voingi its w'ay."

The wvi1d drcams cf the phiosophers, Oriental Jewvisli ani ý'reek,-the absurd
istrology and wanton scienica of the age,-the, inagical tricks and juggiery cf

hepgnpriests and sercercîs, are the topies dwelt upon ia the first four bocks.
Tlie,;e philosophies are also speken cf as the sources of ail the wretched hieresies
flhat infccted the eariy Christian Church. *We qucte the following incantation
Ivhich, uttered by the shiriil voice cf the Mlagicia«n, iu the dcad cf niglit, and
lecompauied Nvith muýstericus rites, must have produced feelings of the deepest
terrer, and awe lu the iunds cf the superstitions people.

IlTreble Goddess Bomba corne
0f carth and heaven and netiier gloom,
l3earer thou cf flashing light,
Walking in the depthis of niglit.
Thou above the dead that walkest
0'er the dismal burrows stalkest,
For the blood libation red
Athirst, sad mertals direst dread.
Gorge, Merne, and the mccii,
'Ïhousaud forrned, arise 1 arise!1
And share our solemn sacrificeY"


