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TME LEGEND 0F THE LOST WORD.

This Iegend, as briefly.etated by
]Dr. Mackey, je as ftllows:-"The
inystical history of Fr -Iaeonry in-
forme us that there (, cci existe à
'WORD of surpassing value, and
claiming a profound veneration; that
-thie word was known te, the few, and
that it was at length lest, and that a
temporary substitute for it was
adopted.-

The idea of a mystic, ail-powerful
"-,wordl" was an ancient and widely-
diffueed éuverstition. Juet how thie
motion originated bas net been band-
ed down to ns, either by tradition or
ctherw ise. It, however, probably
came te ho entertained in the follow-
ing manner:-It was generally known
to the profane-i. e., the uninitiated
-that those whe, rire admitted te, the
"5,Myatories" were entrusted with a
certain sacred word, under a most
solenin pledge flot te, reveal it te the
world; and as the scientifie knowledge
a3se, secretly imparted te those who
-wore initiated, gave those who, teck
the higher degrees the power to wcrk
apparent miracles, the ignorant and
superstitions multitud.e naturally
thonght, and were perbape taught te,
bolieve, that iL was the use of this
"lword," se sacredly concealed, that
the prieste were able te perform, ail
their wonderful worlie. This word
vas, hcwever, nothing but the "pase.
wvordl," which went vitil the sg,
by which the initiated could maire
themselves known te ene another.
Thie îdea of an all.p owerfal word was
-ve-y prevalent amonig the Jews, ne
dloubf derived from, tiroir long stay ini
Egypt. The notion was that this
"91word" oonsisted of the true name cf
God, together with a knowledge cf ite
proper pronunciation, aud that the
fortunato possessor cf fJaie knowledge
became thereby clothed 'with super-
uiatural power-that by tire speaking
of this; word ho could perform ail sorts
cf miracles, aud oven raie the dead.
Accordinj to, the Cabaliets, "'tlie vsry
aeaZVOnS Shocir, and the angels them-

selves were filed with terror ancI
'èstonishrnent when this trernendous-
word was prononced."

Jewish tradition state8 that God
himself taught Moses hie true narne
and its correct pronunciation at the.
"lburning bush." And they believedl
that Moses, being t?ius possesed of
the "Wordl," used it te perform. al
his miracles, and te confound and
overthrow Pharaoh ana his hoste.-
The Jews of a later date, seeking to,.
account for the wonderful. works of
Christ, asserted that he unlawfully
entered the "lholy of holies," ande
clandestinely cbtained. the word ued
by Moses, which was engraved. upen.
the stone upon which the ark rested.
The superstition in relation ta a.
,wonder-worhing word also prevailedl
àmong the Arabians, who, said that.
King Solomon vas in Possession cf
this " grand omniflo word," and by its
use snbdued the genii who rebelled
againet God, many of whorn Solomon
imprisoned by the use cf hiq magical
seal, upon «which the word, contained
in a pentacle, was engraved.

It was from these, and other sirnilar
legende th'ns widely diffrised among-
the ancient Oriental nations, that the.
veneratic - for a particular word arose,
together N. ;h an earnest desire ta oh-
tain iL, and a laborious search for it,
by ambitions believers in ite power.
Ail the magie ians, enchantera, ana
wonder-workers of the«East, and the
adepteB of lhe West, were supposed ta
bave, in Borne mysterious way, be-
corne possessed of this "word,-' and
were kncwn te the aspirants and
students of the acnt sciences (not
yet se fortunate) by the namne of
"Imasters,'> and the "Iword", wae callea
by them the "tmaster's wordl." Thi&
ancient snpôrstition seame te have
left ite imprese on aur ritual, for the-
",word," cf which we hear so often
therein je assumea to, be, something-
more than a mere "Ipassword," ai-
though we, as Mrsone, now use the
phraze 'Imaster's word" i a very dif-
férent sense frcm that cf the sdept cf
former tirnes.
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