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place. The groves were planted for that purpose, in the mnost proper
situation and with those trees in which they nost delighted, chiefly
oak. The groves were surrounded by a ditci to keep off intruders.

The Druids, liko the Egyptians, and the several other secret societies
iad too sets of religions doctrines and opinions whieh were different

from one another. The one of these systens, the csoterie they coin-
inunicated only to the initiated ; which they were bound by solenn
o:ths to keep secret Fron all tie rest of nankind, the other systen, the
exoteric, consisted of t hose doctri nes and opinions which were communi-
cated to the public.

'le Druils undobtedly were a highly intelligent class of inen, tlhey
not only believed il one supreime God, immen.,e and infinite, but they
also be.ieved in the immnortalityv of the soutl and tiat there is another
life after the prezent ; henee their naie is very appropriate. sintce the
word druid signifies a wise mmm.

The sui seos to have beien both the mnost ancient and mnost uniiver-
sal objeet of idolatrous worship ; in so much, that perhaip there never
w'as :îanv nation of id:lators whieb did not pay some homage to this
glorious lum in-ay. Hie wyas wvorslipped bv the ancient Britons with
great devotiOn.j in many places; unlider the various nines of Bel. Beli-
nus, loturardas, Apollo, (Graiuis &c., ail wlhieI nme- in thelir lan-
guage were expre.sive of the nature and properties of that vi.-ibJe
fountain of light and heat. To ti s illustrious obiet of idolatrouils
worship, those fInous circles of stones, of which ihere are not a few
still remaining, seei to have beei elicily dedicated, where the Druids
kept the sacreèd fire, the jpubo of tihis divinity, and froi ience, as
being situated oi eminences, thev hîad a full view of the heavenly
bodies.

Like the ancient Jews and Persians. hlie Druids huad a sacred,
inextinguishable fire, whieh vas preserved with the greate.<t. care. At
Kildare (Ireland) it was guiarded froimu the most remote antiquity, by
an order of Druideses, whio were succeeded in latter tinmes by an
order of christ ian Nunls.

As the moont appeared next. iii lustre and itility to the sun. there Cau
be no doubt that this radient qucen of heaven obtained a very carly
and very large sh'are in the idolatrous veneration of miaukind. The
Gauls and Britons seem to have paid the saime kinîd of wr.oshi p to the
M1)o as Io the sun.:und it bath beeni observed, that the circular em-
ples dedicated to those two luminaries vere of tIe samne const ru tion.
and cominonly cont iguous. But a great number of the Gods cf Gaul
and Britain, as welil as of Grcee and Ronie, had been meii, victorious
princes, wise legislators, inventors of useful arts. They worshipped
also several fenmale divinities or < ddesses as Andrusta, who i. su'.posed
to have been the sane witl Veiis or Diana; M ie: va. ceres, Proser-
pine &c.

The secret doctrines of the British Druids were mnueh the same with
those of Gymnnosophists and Brachmans of India, the Magi of Persia,
the Chaldeans of Assyria, the Priests of Egypt and aIll the other priests
of antiquity. The truth is, there is hardly anything more su-rprising
in the history of mankind, thaun the similitude or ratheridentity, of the
opinions, instructions. and manners of tiese orders of ancient pries,
though they lived under sucb ditferent climates, and at so great a dis-
tance from-one another, withoiut intercourse or commîunication. Tiis
amounts to a demonstration, that al these opinions and instructions
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