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The Use of Commercial Fertilizers Defended*
R. Innes, B.S.A., Manager Sandside Fruit Farm, Coldbrook, Nova Scotia

I. .tilieas'are îîot ailways sulitltbl-!
lu the lanîd tuho wlîl they l1.v.C beten
pl, cdl. -' L'il fortuLiîaîcely thin is soile-

tintute cdse. i oeeone finis %wiîl
lithe nniter ib fainaiar ib p.tyiîîg

pairt; ular attention t0 Ibis point, and
is placing experts in --oit fcrtility in vani-
oils sectionis of tlîc province of Ontaario
10 .îssist and advisc timeir local repre-
%eatatives in rcconiniending suitable mi\-
ttres for farniers to use on tJîe varionîs

laesof soil they wvishi to fert lize.
Tlîcy also inaintaiia a laborator>' ii wiîicli
hernical and] plîysical analysis of soils

arc conducteal, simpiy for flic purpose of
cndcavoring to cliniinate flic danger of
iiiisapplication of Ilicir fertilizer nu--
sures .

Dr. Dandeiîo sa» Pllant execrions
are fie cbief causeÀ, of itifertility, andl it
iq ia the deconîposition of such uiaterials
tli.t the .application of fertilizers of any
kinal proves of -.'alttc." To the writer's
mincI continuer] cropping wvithout replac-
ang tlic plaant food anntially consumcid is
%%liat leanis to soil anpoverishnient and

Mibs article, the flr8c Dart of which wças pub-
ý_he ini our F~ebruary, iasio. la tbo continuation
za rmply t0 an article on «*Canimoii Ftrlizcr-s'

bs Dr. J. B. I)andeno. of Iiovmanville. Ont.. that
1i,cicullurist. Tho diecussion Us continuoid on
;ege '12 of titis lsstiC.

requtilant x'ields of pnor qîua,-litv It i*.,
teue tliat -;0nîe plant., ev'terete 1uerl:aîl
tomie substances wvlirh hl.ivc cn linn ai
tu retard file groil oI (f allier cropq, bit,
tapon e\posaaire it le air for a ce'rtaina
lamie b>' plowing or by treatiaîg with, lime
or soine suclu niuralizer their injuriotis
el(eucts soon s anishî.

-To stapply a coammnercial fertilizer
witl prospects of suiccess ah ieast Iîrice
tliaigs are aîeccsstry"-if Dr. Dandemo
luar stopper] there lie would have be-en
-il] righit, but lie g1oes on to s.ty-''lirsh,
a kazioiledge of flic cflcct of the prev-
îous crop oaa tie soil ; s-coaiudly, ako-

icge of flic crop aîov tu, be groivns aand
its relation o tlic e\creta of tlîe previotas
crop; andl tlîirdly, a kinoledgce of the
biologýy of thxe soi]." WeJ ccrtainly
slîould take int consideration the effect
of fle previous crcp on1 the soi], the
amouint of plant food] that lias been ap-
plier] previously, tie nature of tlie soul,
and the crop to be growvî, but if a far-
mer lias to n'ait uniti someioile deter-
mines the relation of the crop to be
grown and tie prcvious crops excreta
and tlîe bacterial content of lus soil bc-
sides, before lie can feel sale in apply-
ing a fertilizer, lie har] better seli his
faill at on-e as suchi information wvill

not bc .avaiible for practical application
il s'ulic ttuig: lu) -oic.
It i%. indlecd .ausîgto fariners of
,ý%a Si ot Là, andî the otler Maratiaiie Pr:o-

t.t<.' u liq.tr of suL.h t-ritit.isiis ai cuit-
titction %wiuhlî ic tvc of conmnmercial fer-

WC ilics \cail o e, aind %% ithl excellent
rsl ,on flic a%a ëe 1î.dlf a ton 1 thefl(

~re adso far 1 aen't har] any intro-
duction to either the baçteria or plant
ezvr4et aois supposer] b>' 1r. 1)andeno ta.
be io essential. If the farniers of On-
t;ario are balfled i this questionî I %,en-
titrc to bay it is dite to a large extent to
the publication of sucli ridiculouis articles
as tlie one we tiow have refèreaice t0.

"Certain fertilizers are udapter] to cer-
tain crops ai 10 certain souls.'' This, tu
the writer's, mîind, is one of flic few rea-
sonable statcnients in flic doctor's ar-
tîcle. On ing h ls fact it is necessary
for tlie fertilizer manuf actutrer 10 place
.aî the dispoe aI of tîte fariner mixtuires ot

dliffecnt anf>a. inius '%ve find on the~
market a three-ciglit-six, a tlirce-si\-teii,
a four-eiglîr-cight, and so forth, vary-
in- in price accordîaîg to their plant foor]
content. It is necessar>' to decrinîinc just
'vhat cssetiai-l element vour soil Iacles
and theri furnishi it in tile correct pro-
portion by sclcîing a mixture in wvlich
tîme desirer] clement is prominent. AI-
'ways remnember that the -Plant food cie-
nient" whvlîi exists in tlie smaflcst quan-
tity governs tie crop producing power
or the soul.

WELL T:.RKEn POINTS
Ail flic points mcntionad by tîle writcr

of thic article in question il% connection
witiî barnyard niantrire weli talzen
witiî the pussible cxcrcption of a **nets-
trzalizing. efet un ail plant excreta,."
No one, flot c'en a fertilizer nîanufac-
titrer, condunmns the use o! barnvard
aî.nure, but tîerc :arc crops wlîicli cars

bc raiser] dci dcdly cheaiper on lcrtili;?ers
in aiddition to w (îach thcy nipen carlier
(as coin) .and ie of better quality (ais
potatoeb). 1' armerxs are, as a rule, -e
rutistoînier tu thiaîk of manuire as a bulkv
article iînd want bulk for their nioney.
but wvc ,lIt(uld rcnieniber tlint a little
44f t1il sub.stantc rcequarer] as better than
agoor] deal that as not nececi. i

r'ekq>aîcd tiat oaîe ton of ivcrrige rcuni-
nîcrLi.îl furtilizcr <-ontains at lcast twcvet
tinices as nitici plant food as a ton of the
l,st barnard maintire, antd mnay bc ap-
plier] w ath OflCt-tw eatictlî the I.;bor.

"lai buving andl tising comnmercial fer-
talii.crs pattvnt niedicine chances are
takzen. - Most people wlicn tliey get
stting'' %vola ratiier flot let othier

]PCl' no%% hoiv thicy wercr taken in,.
but the autlior o! the abnvc quotaition
ç%identl> dix-, noi belIie%-e in kcep:ng it
ai secr-et. Of riurse, this is purely an as-
siption on the part of tlic writcr, but
it looks as if Dr. Dandeno lias nt one
trne or another bers a victim of some

hirch, 1913 THE CANADIAN


