
GROWING AND HANDLING APPLES FOR PROFIT*
W. 1-1. DEM«-PS1;Y, TPZENTfOi, ONT.

A PPL<ES arc grown in îicarlV everykind of soul and location provided
by nature in the Bay of Quinte district, and
to a certain extpint arc givinga fair retuirns
for the investinent. 'I'h succcssful or-
chards aire tiiose that are in more favored
locations, soîniewlîIat rolling lanid, protccted
froin the w~est and soutliwcst \'inds, wlîicIi
cause great destruction to fruit before it is
ready to pull and cause the youn.g trees to
lean to the northecast, leavîngc the trunks stib-
jcct to suni scald anîd of anl insighitly ap-
pearance.

Thie ideal soul for an apple orchiard is
sandy loai, witli day subsoil, well drained
naturally or witli iiiîder drains. This class
of land lias many advaxîtages cornpared Nvith
hieavier land. It is imucli casier to k-cep, in
tliorougli cultivation, retains nîoisture bet-
ter in a dry season, gives quicker returnis
froi fertilizers, althoughl it does flot retain
thieiîî probably as long. Cover cîops takze
ucl casier, fallen fruit is iîot so niuclî damî-

aged, anîd is ini a iinucli better condition for
the cannling factory or evaporation alnd is
very often slîipped to miarket. Tliere are
îîot niany varieties wliich do not do exceed-
ingly well on tlîis class of sou]. Cranberry
and l3leîîlîiiî Pippinis do better on heavy
soul, while Hiubbardson Nonsucli does best
oni liniestone g1ravel.

SZLE-.CTION 0F TREES.
A tree of medium size, two or tliree years

old, froîîî a -raft or bud is best, as trees that
aire older are slower in starting and do not
niiake as good gro-%vtli. I prefer a good one
vear old to a four or five vcair old. In four
yca-,rs the one year old tree will b.- the larger
and coic ilito bearin.g first.

Up to 15 ycars agro the orcliards wvere ail
planted 20 to 30 fect apart and of late years
40 fcet apart, whicli ighyt sceini to be a lot
of vacant space. For 15 years at least I
Nvould prefer 25 or 35 feet apart, and wv1îen

the trees beg-in to crowcl, reniiove every al-
ternate trec, and if thîe orcliarci lias been
properly carc.d for thiey, vill by tlîat tiniie
have paid a profit for the care anîd land oc-
cupied by tlienii. The reinaiing trees wvîll
show a iiarkc(I benefit both ini. appearance
id in thie qulantity, Size, co'sor anid quality

of thîe fruit.
FORMING THE HEAD AND PRUNING.

Wlien the trees are set tl'ev shiould flot be
so tlîat the lieaid vill be formied 30 or 36
inchies fronii the grotnîd. If trees are dried
out and îiot iii a hecaltliv conditioni, I w'ould
leave thiree or four terinalll blids. as they
are nîuicli casier to start inito growth tlîan.
the otiier buds.

If ail the branches are cnit away close to
the trunk adventit-,jus bnlds wonld have to
be depended on for forniing the head, anid
as tliese îîîîglit stanîd out an w\liere along
thîe trunk the top would not be as symmnetri-
cal as wlhen four stubs w~erc left. During
the first seasox the tree wvill require littie if
aiy pruniîîg, ailtingi if a tree is forniing a
poorly shaped lîead a littie judicious pruni-
inig -%vill often be lpful in nîkîga uni-
forn school. Iii ca.,rly spring the trees
should be looked over anîd w'liatever
b)raniches are flot required ini forniingic a good
hecad slîould be reinoved, care being takerk
iîot to reinie too iiîucli. The less prun-
iii- done the sooiîer the trees will corne ixîto
bcaring, anîd if the trees arc quite tlîick
M~'ien tliey coine into brariîig fruit the
weiglit of the fruit wvill îîake tIieni nearly
thîin enougli.

M\ýany Igrowers scei to tlîink thiey are flot
pruniniig unless tlîey reiniove evcrything from
the centre of the tree su thiat tliere wvilI be
no fruit except at the miter ends of the
branches. Soxiietimies it is io feet froni tue
truniik to the first fruit spurs, causing the
tree to split ini pieces althiougli there are
only a few busliels of fruit on it. I pzefer
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