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to tho trusteos and the County Councils. Eucouragemont, in the
shapo of some duty in connection with the Model Sehools, should
be givon Lo local mspectors to tako an interest i them. ‘I'ho grant
of Slub to the Moudel Schools was, he considered, too small, and
might with advantuge be nerensed.

Mr. II. 8. Dickinson, of Stratford, thought the Couniy Model
Schiovls mughit be unproved by miting several counties, say
three, for Mudol Schwol purposes. A person should be nppointed
to take cliargo of the schools thus umted, ench county to devote
a cerlain amount towards their support. e also urged that the
regulations rvelating to the quabfications of Modoel School teachers
be rigidly enforced.

Mr. Miller, Walkertun, advocated that the tune of tho sessions
at Mudel Schools be longthened to threo months and a half. In
regard to cfficiency, be saud something could be done in regard to
making professional ability more important than it was at present.
Ability was, he believed,-of more importance than mental attain-
ments. A teacher’s certificato was too much looked to, and tho
ability to teach overlooked.

Mr. Archibald Macallum, Hanulton, bolieved the Model
Sehwols wers destined to accomplish a very grent and a very use-
ful work. ‘The scheme of amalgamation was a good ond, and
he hoped it would be carried out. Ide did not ¢hink the
difficulty of obtaining head-masters was ns great as  had
been stated. Before thewr appomntment theso men had been
oxcellent teachers, and ho behoved that they were fully equal to
tho task, except m the particulur that it was adding too much to
their othier work. “The time was too short—the session should ex-
tend from September ull the middle of November. One or two
subjects that wore now in the professional should be in the non-
professional class.

Mr. Smith, Wentworth, said the recent change in the Model
Schools was one of the most important which had been made in
the Public Schools. If they made the Model School system what
it should be, it would be a great boon to the youth of the country.
All the faults of the present system should be exposed. His idea
was that a rural class should be establhished at each Model School,
so that the teachers could be trained to organize and manage an
ordinary county school. The difticulty of teaching subjects was
not so great; it was admnustrative ability that required cultiva-
tion. None but the best teachers should be in tho Model Schools;
not men who held high diplomas, but those who understood child
nature and had ability to teach. He suggested that all certificates
sbould boe dated fromn the first of tho year, so that they would
expiro at the same time.

Mur. McTFaul, Lindsay, said one of the evils referred to in con-
nection with Model Schools was the failure of their qualified teach-
ers to take charge of uugraded schools. His method was to ques-
tion pupils as to their mode of classifying pupils and condueting o
school. IIe maintained that there was no difliculty in this, and it
could be carried out in all schools. Mo favored the organizalion
of rural classcs at Model Schools, and he was sure this would cor-
rect the evil.

Mr. Goggin, Port Hope, said the new Model School system bad
been tested with success, but at the same time the regulations
might be improved. The length of the session shounld bo at least
threo months for third-class teachers, and half a day should be
given by masters to Model School work. He favored a uniform
examination. As to ability, he said iuvefficient members wounld
soon be found out, and good men would get possession of the
schools in the end. As to the union of counties, the scheme was 2
sound oue. but be did not think it practicable at present.

Mr. Knight, Lindsay, thought that some improvement could be
made in the regulations of Model Schools, but it wus of detail
rather than in the system. Tbe teaching at Model Schools might
be adapted to mixed schools, and it behoved head-masters to do
their best, that teachers might be properly trained in this direc-
tion. He was in favor of lengthening the time of the session, or
oven of having the schools open throughont the year, thus making
them permancat.

Mr. Dearness, Middlesex, believed tke Model School session was
rather short, and favored its extension. He bhad requested three
teachers trained at the Mode! School to resign this year, because
they lacked admimstrative ability.

Mr. J. R. Miller, Goderich, boped the matter would bo referred
to 3 Commuittee. He was jn favor of a uniformn examination, with
the privilege of allowing ea¢h county to fix its own percoentage,
While the new Model system had worked well, still there was room
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Dr. Kelly, Brantford, said that additional oxpense in conneotion
with schools would not find favor with the poople. It would tond
Lo retard rather than promote the cause of coducation, In Brant
tll'“i Mo](llel School had done fair work, and the pupils turned out
did well,

On motion of Mr., McIntosh, a Committoe, consisting of Messrs.
Smith, Goggin, Dearness, McFuul, McQueen, Millor (Huron),
Alexander, Dickinson, and the mnover, was nppointed to consider
tho question of thoe professional training of teachors.

Tho Committeo subsequently reported ns follows :

(L) That in tho orzanization and management of County
Model Schools special consideration bo given to tho requirements
of rural schools, by oceasionally selecting a number of pupils from
the different classes and arranging them so as to illustrato tho
method of conducting an ungraded school.

(2.) That military drill aud calisthonics be added to the cur-
riculum,

(3.) That the continuation of thorough inspoction of Model
Schools is necessary to their efliciency.

{4.} That uniform professional examination papers are desirable.

(5 ) 'That tho present regulations respecting the qualification of
Head Masters of County Model Schools be enrried out in future.

{6.) That Head Masters of County Model Schools ba ex officio
members of tho County Buard of Examiuers, provided that thoy
hold certificates as examiners under the present regulation.

(7.) That the Government grant be inereased, aud the payment
of tho municipal grant be made compulsory.

(8.) That it is advisablo to lengthen the sessions of County
Model Schools. <

(9.) That the professional training in a Normal School for the
length of time specified in See. 1, chap. 3 of the revised regula-
tions should be received by every candidate for a first-class cor-
tificato before obtaining such certificate.

(10.) Since the character' of the work done in the County Model
Schools, aud the efliciency with which the inspection of public
schools is performed, depend largely upon the thoroughness of the
previous {raining received by inspectors and Model School Mas-
ters, it is necessary in the interest of edncation that tho work of
professional training carried on in Normal Schools be performed
with great thoroughuess and efficiency.

The report was adopted by the Cunvention with the following
amendments: In clause 2 the word * military” wase struck out
and the following added at the close: * The teaching may be done
in conncction with the ordinary Public School work.” Tlie fol-
lowing was added to the 4th clause: *“ But that County Boards
should be allowed to fix the percentage to bo obiained by success-
ful candidates.”

NON-PROFESSIONAL TRAINING OF TEACHERS.

Mr. George Dickson, B.A., Hamilton, read a paper on this sub-
ject. He considered the subject from a variety of standpoints. In
his opinion a special training for teachers was needed. Self-made
men were sometimes good, but such men possessed genius. The
vast majority of self-made mien never attained distinetion, and
seldom reached even o mediocrity of skill, and someotimes they
made the tastes and opinion of the public on the subject of popu-
lar education corrupt. Henco there was a necossity for special
{raining in academic subjects. As tho work of teaching was a
direct contribution to the public welfare, the training of teachers
ought to be at the public oxpense to a far greater extent than it
was at present. Tle made the following recommendations as to
the subjects for non-professional examinations. Tor Third Class
Teachers, (1) the standard should not be too high; (2) the idea
that anyono could teach little children was not sound; (8) there-
fore Sghool Boards shonld ongago the bost teachers. Scholar-
ship was the first requisite of a teacher; but high scholarship
should not be confounded with a high degree of communicative
ability. The objects of the present system were too closely ad-
hered to by tho official programme and prescribed methods; and
there was not enough of independent effort on tho part of the
pupil.  Under the head of * Second Class Toachers” heo pointed
out (1) the bencficial offects likely to result from substituting
Latin, French, or German for the Physical Sciences ; (2) from ex-
temporary irauslating, constant practice in English composition,
and a comparison of the different idioms. The standerd for pass-
ing in the classical group was too high; the Latin prose was too
severe, and out of all proportion in point of difficulty to the
amount of Latin which a candidate for the second class was sup-

- for improvement.

posed to have rond. The tendency of the presont system was to



