
Composition.

menorize and recite what they have
prviously composcd ; or, 4th. They
spcak wvhnt they compose as they go
adong. This last only is strictly ex-
tempore spcaking, although the src-
ond and third arc frcquently so desig-
nated. 'l'lie objection to vritten
sermons is that they are generally
badly rcad : the objection to extem-
pore sermons is that the matter is
gencrally .poor. Conscquently bad
readers with bad memories are not
likely to makc good preachers, how-
c--r skilled they may be in composi-
tion.

Grammar, in its most restricted
sense (as when we speak of good or
bad grammar), lies at the foundation
of elementary composition. In a
wider sense, as when we take up
analysis, parsing and syntax, by ex-
amining and taking to pieces the
work of others, it assists us to build
up for ourselves. In its most extend-
ed meaning, grammar includes ail we
are now considering.

There are three points at which ail
composition should aim. ist. Con-
ciseness. 2nd. Comprehensiveness.
3rd. Purity.

ist. Conciseness. Some persons,
when they sit down to write for a
newspaper, seem to imagine that there
vill bc but littie else in the paper
worth reading, and consequently want
elbow roon. Of the articles intend-
cd for publication many never appear,
and of those that are inserted not a
few are scarcely read at ail, simply
because they are too long. Nor is
this v.-rbose n isance exemplified in
newspi> pers alo%. What with repeti-
tions . .d unnecessary statements,
inuch of our correspondence is ex-
tended to needless length,-a loss
of time to both writer and reader.
" Write to Jones," said a merchant, in
rather ili-Ihumour,to hisclerk one day.
"i What shall I write him? " said the
clerk. " Something or nothing, and
that pretty quick !" was the answer.

In a few days a moncy lettcr was re-
ceivcd from Jones, and the merchant
wished to know what the clerk had
written to bring the cash so soon.
" I wrotc what you told me," s iid the
clcrk, turning up the letter-book.
" Here it is: 'Somcthing or nothing,
and that prctty quick I'''

Post-cards and telegranis have donc
much to save the use of unneccessary
words, an improvemen t which migh t
with advantage be exhibitcd else-
whcre, though it might be charged
with being the result of making "a
virtue of nccessity."

2nd. Comprchensiveness. By this
I mean that nothing essential should
be omLted. "One word, your maj-
esty," said a soldier to Napoleon.
"Il'l have you shot if you say two,"
said the emperor. "Sign," said the
man, as he presented him with a
document ready for signature. The
two great errors whcre lack of com-
prehensiveness occurs are: ist. For-
getting to make some important state-
ment, as when one gives notice of a
meeting but ormits to say vhere it wil 1
take place; and 2nd. Taking for
granted that the reader or hearer
knows what lie really docs not know,
as when a meeting is announced to
take place at the usual hour, when
possibly some inciîvidual in the audi-
ence is not aware what the usual hour
is. This class of errors requires con-
stant watchfulness,

3rd. Purity. By this I mean that
the ideas should be truthful, and the
language well-chosen. Unfortunate-
]y, on this side the Atlantic, party
feeling runs so high, and newspaper
writers a l so addicted to the use of
extravaga-. language that the narra--
tion of bare facts seems to be lost
sight of in the desire to further an
object, or to injure an opponent. Not
in politics alone is this exemplified.
Are the merits of itinerant lecturers,-
minstrels, actors, societies or exhibi-
tions under consideration, the ques-


