
PREFACE

create ain uiihealthiy desire to be a hero. or on thie othier
to SQ rnininiize the value of commnon people and ordfinary
events as tao impress yugminds wvith the idea that these
count for nothing. Ail of this is to be earnestly deprecateci
and faithfully avoided. 'rhere is, too, an u.plifting- charmn
in observing haov tie coul-se of widely separated circurin-
stances and far rernoved tinies and persons fit into an
apparently designed order of procedure, for which one can
give na adequate explanation except by thie recognition
of 2an intelligent Providence; and the cliarmn of providen-
tial direction has been so apparent and transcendent in
thec story which -is now subniitted, thiat the writer could not
be clear, ini tli Jit of conscience, and, withhold it froni
the public.

May it iîat be thait hieroes are ta be found in the ordin-
arv. ranks -of life? And- perliaps it nîay require a centu1ry ai.
more to show lîow real and niagnuifi cent Nvas -their hieroisni.
Is it wrongY ta. worship hieroes? It "'as to tlie chagrin ,-)
a party, tbut ,vas it a sin or a crime thait the %w.orlcl wvas
gone after Chist? HUe attenipted the thing that I-le kn-iew
ought to be done. He did it tthough it cost His lufe: indeed
He did it onlv by the cost of His life. Alnd 1-JC is to-day
the wvor]d's greatest hero; and the world niost honors
itself and uplifts itself by recognmizing- ini I-is divine pur-
poses the highest expression of hiuinan nobleness and by
ivorshipping Hini. Slhauld flot a nation haonor itself by
enbalming tlhe naines oi its worthies -who have hunibly
iiiitated -the Cir-ist virtues? To pass on thecir brighit ex-
amples is a kindness which cadli age nîay denîand of its

peoxple, as thic suprenie purpose of acs. as of individuals,
niust ever bc ta attain ta the best of wvhich human nature
is capable; an-d the display af hunian virtues constitutes
a step iii the up)wvaird pîoccss.


