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cvery Britishi subjcct, and ixualy of England's wisest statcsnicn, trusting
in thecir rcpcatccl professions of loyalty, werc thc strongest champions
of their cause.

li the autumuii of the ycar 1774 a gencral convention of delcgates
frorn twclve of the titirteeni provinces-Georgia flot sending any dele-
gates-was licld at 3?hiladelphia. The principal acts of this Congrcss,
as it was called, wcrc a Dcclaration of Riglits, an address to theKng
-an adclrcss to the people of Great Britain, a iiinorial to the Aniericans,
and a letter to the people of Canada. A close study of these severai
documents will flot disclose a single exprcssion of disloyalty to the
Crown. Their arguments wcrc based uipon the constitutional rights of
the colonists as subjccts of Great Britain. Thcrc is no hit or su-ges-
tioni of scccssion; but on the contrary they entrent "His MNajesty's gracious
interposition to rcmlove sucli grievances and thcrcby to restore to Great
Britaini and tlîc colonies that harniony so nccessary to the happiness of
thc Britishi Empire, and so ardcntly desircd by' ail Anicrica."

Ili the address of this Cotigress to the people of Grcat Britain they
pciically dcnly aîîy idea of secking indepcndcnce in the following words:

"Von have bectu told that ive arc seditiour, impaticnt of rovcrnnicnt, ani
dcsirous of independence. Bc assurcd that thcse arc flot facts but
cailumniiies." It wvas ilpon the assurance that indcpcnidcilce was not the
object ili view that the colonists supportcd the delcgates in their Declar-
atbon of Rights, the princij)les of whichi could be advocated by cvMr
Cnadiain to-day, without detracting one iota froni ]lis loyalty. It 'was
uiponi this assurance iliat Lord Chathîam, and ilany other Englishi states-
mlen of uniquestioned loyalty to the throne, so ably defended their
b)retiren across, the sea. Cati it k- supposcd for one moment tliat the
authors of the words 1 have quotcd %vould hiave liad the support of tieir
fellow coloniets, if they lîad annotunced thecir intention of invok'ing' the
-titi of England's bittercst for-s, who, with thecir Indian allies, liad raided
ilie towns and villages of New England and laid in ashies the homes of
the frontiersmien? The colonists wcrc cletermined to insist upon what
thecy considercd to be thecir righits under thte ]3ritisli Constitution and, if

neesrwcre prcparcd to defend those righits b)y force. iiot as revolu-
tionists. b)ut as Britishi -sulject.q. and the delegates to Congress hiad no
mandate froili the people to adopt any othcr policy. To dcpart froni
the priniciples- outlinedi in the Declaration of Righits and in the addres% tct
Gureat Biritain wvas a brencli of faith. flot only wsitli the colonists theni-
s-elves. but wvitI thecir symtpathizers iu Great Britain. who were figlhtitîg
titeir battles for tlieni iti Parlianient. The despotic mile of King George.
seconidcd 1wv bis cornîpi iliitistcrs and Parlianient. wvas a% ioudly
dcnoutîiced in Engzland as it wvas iii Anicrica: but the chiampions of the


