
0 .

meç, and Direouerlès.Tra 13

Whether therfore by nature, or (which -hee pretendeth to bee -the
cause) by reason of his subjects =5c'e and'tfeachèrie, he be so
addicted vnto all rigour and cruelty, I da're - not determine,
especially sithens he hath. not an illiberal. or mishapèn countenance,
as Attila is reported. to. haue had. Of his first wife which was
sister vnto Mikita Romanoirich, beeing riowe great steward of his

houshold, he begate two sonnes, namely Iuan and Theodôre.
And âbeit he was flue. times married,' et Èad he not one- childe
more,.

Whereas this Iuan Vasilowich. vpon certaine friuolous reasons
calleth himselfe the natural , 1 lord of.Liuonia,, I thought it'.not
amisse to adde an Epistle hereunto, . which was written by a certaine

honourable ma'n conce . rning. the same matter.
S.'All we which inhabite this Prouince with all seemely reuer-

ence and submission ýof mind,.do offer most. humble tha'nks vnto

âe Emperors most sacred and pe*erelesse'maiesty our most

grab. us lordin, that accordin- to his fatherly affection which he
et towards. all Christendome, and for the good and com-

4môdity of « this our distressed and afflicted co'mitrey, which these
màny yeres hath bin in stegd ôf. -a bulivarke against the in.uasion

.-of barbaroue nations, he hàth 'senf,'hi - s amb a«ssadors vnto, the'great -
duke of Moscouia. In regafd Pf .'which his fatherly«'Ioue and'

great benefite vouchsafed on-vs, wèe are ready when occasion
shall serue, t.o adue'nture, our liues and goods:. praying in the

meane season vnto Alinightie God, who is the onely establisher
and confounder of common wealths, to bring this excellent woorke,

thé,fou.ndation whereof is already, laide vnto -a prosperous conclu-
sion' -But as touching the. title which the Moscouite maketh to

*this piouffice, to say the very trueth, we greatly wondred and were
astonished at the* declarâtion theréo£ For it is most apparent, not
onely out of all ancient and creditle histories, but euen from the
experience, and state -of tËese regions, thaît the said title and
allpgàtions are fabulous and fained. For o4uof all auncient
monuments,) by ýwhat nar " es soeuer they bee called (whereof there.
are diùers extànt among vs) it canne be proued. by any mention,
nor yet by any likelilloode or coniecture, that those things which
the MoscoÙite affirmëth concerning the people * which were
gouernors of these regions in times past, and cïncerning the right
and title of 'his ancestors - vnto thé prouincé, are grounded vpon
truth.

For it is . not vnknowen by what meanes this prouince, partly'


