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she told us, “ that if she had to die and leave
young children, she would rather ‘have left
them to Joseph Smith than to any one else
in .the world he was_always kind.” ~This
testimony as to Smitl% kindheartedness I
found to be often repeated in the annals of
Mormon families.

In criticising my former stories several
reviewers, some of them distinguished in let-
ters, have done me the honour to remark that
there was latent, laughter in many of my

scenes and conversations, but that I was un-
" conscious of it. ‘Be that as it may, those who
enjoy unconscious absurdity will certainly
find it in the utterances of the self-styled
prophet of the Mormons. Probably one
gleam of the sacred fire 'of humour would
have saved -him and his apostles the very un-
necessary trouble of being Mormons at all.

In looking over the problems involved in’
such a career as Smith’s, we must be_ struck"
by the necessity for able and unprejudiced re-
search into the laws which govern apparent
marvels. Notwithstanding the very natural
and sometimes justifiable aspersions which
have been cast upon,the work of the Society

for Psychical Research, it does appear that ~

_ the disinterested service rendered by its more



