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A SCHOOL DEFECT.

the
the

Complaints are being made of
character of the handwriting in
city schools of New Westminster. So
pronounced and general are these de-
fects, it is stated, that an investiga-
tion will be held to enquire into the
matter, with the view presumably of
remedying them. We are atrait} that
this is a condition of things which is
not confined to the schools of the
Royal City. In fact, the
leged for the lack of proficiency in
writing thers are such as to be more
or less genecral. 'The (':eﬂclencybom-
plained of is cue of the results of our
modern system of cducation. In the
multiplicity of subjects prescribed in
the curriculum children are prevented
from giving that consideration to the
fundamentals of reading, writing and
spelling which they should receive. In
olden times a great deal of attention
was paid to writing, a fact attested
te in the beautiful “copper plate”
specimens of the past generation. In
Great Britain considerable importanc
is still attached to the subject, but in
America it is rare now to see gradu-
ates of the public schools. who write
with any degree of uniformity; and,
of course, after they leave the public
schools“and enter the higher institu-
tions it is meglected altogether, It is
probable that in the olden times re-
ferred to unnecessary time was spent
in cultivating ornate handwriting. We
have gone to the other extreme. Since

the general introduction pf typewrit- |

ing and copying procossés tae .mport-
ance of the pen hzs bes i aln.mized?
but in the very nutiras . S8 Utzre
never. Will come: w80, D BBy
be dispensed wit: ¢ &

mglter. of dlaein N ol
oughness in the art scci.u o .asisted
upon. The present diSreguid v neat-
ness and uniformity illustrates one c¢f
the tendencies to slovenliness and un-
due haste in doing things. We trust
that the investigation talked of will be
held, i order that public attention
may be called to this feature of mod-

LI~

em schooling. Writing is not the only |
subject, of primary impertance, which |

is neglected. Reading is another. The
number of school pupils who are un-
able to read the simplest prose and
poetry with any degree of elocutionary
intelligence is appalling. Children are
not -encouraged to read and recite
as they formerly were. The subjects
which lie at the very base of useful
-accomplishments are  slurred through
in order that a dozen other subjects
may have attention, in none of which
does the pupil acquire any real pro-
ficiency. :

THE LATE CHRISTOPHER ROBIN-
SON, K. C.

_The death of Christopher Robinsgon,
K. C., the great Canadian lawyer, ‘re-
moves another of the old-time figures
from the public arena. He was a mem-
ber of one of the oldest and best known

. families in Upper Canada, and one close-
ly identified with the early political his-
tory of the country. We had oceagion
mot long ago torefer to a book publish-
ed by Morang & Co., of Toronto, deal-
ing with the founder of the family in
Canada, in which the late Hon. Sir J.
B. Robinson, C. B., father of the deceas-
ed, his brother, still living in Bngland,
Major-General Charles Walker Robin.
son, and another brother, the late Hon.
J. B. Robinson, who was a lieutenant-
governor of Ontario, are the best known
representatives, The father was one
of the first attorneys-general of Upper
Canada, and was for years chief justice.
As a member of the Family Compact he
came in for a good deal of criticism that
was directed towards it by the reformers
of the day, but while his sympathies
‘were with the governing faction he com-
manded the respect of all shades of poli-
ties. He was a man of rare ability, a
striking figure, accomplished in manners
and educational acquirements, learned in
the law, and of unimpeachable integrity.
Perhaps Mr. Christopher Robinson in-
herited more of his father’s intellectual
power and moral force and fewer of his
physical graces than his brothers.

For nearly half a century he had
been the leading lawyer in Canada. Daur-
ing that time he had been associated
with nearly all the famous cases in law
and argued many of them' before the ju-
dicial committee of the Privy Council,
where his standing as one of the legal
lights of ‘the Empire was recognized.
He was called to the bar in 1850 and al-
most immediately took a prominent place
in his profession. One of' the first of
his most notable eases was that of the
trial of Whelan, the murderer of Hon.
T. Darcy McGee, in which he acted for
the Crown. He appeared for the de-
fence in the famous political libel suit
of the Qneen‘ versus Wilkinson, and
made application to have the late Hon.
Geo. Brown committed for contempt of
court.  (Wilkinson was known in Can-
adian politics as “Big Push” Wilkin-
son.) He argued the Manitoba bound-
ary case before the judicial committee of

\

reasons” al- |

the privy council for the Dominion gOV-
ernment and conducted the prosecution
of Louis Riel at Regina for high treason.
He represented the Dominion govern-
ment in the C. P. R. arbitration in con-
nection with the Onderdonk section. He
was retained along «with Sir Charles
Russell and Sir Richard Webster (now
Lord Alverstone) by the British  gov-
ernment in the Behring Sea arbitration.
and he was specially complimented by
the London Times for his brilliant argu-
ment in summing up the case. Thgse
are only a few of the causes with which
he was associated.

Christopher Robinson was not eloquent
in the general acceptation of the term,
and had anything but a pleasant deliv-
ery; but his knowledge of the law was
both minute and comprehensive, and he
presented the most intricate and complex
arguments with marvelous cleamess. His
appeal was entirely to the reason, and
had he devoted himself to the academic
side of law and written books he would
have ranked with the great commenta-
tors. ‘
One of the secrets of his success was
the singleness of purpose with which he
applied himself to his profession. .He
refused knighthood, judgeships and leg-
islative honors. He did pot permit
himself to be distracted by anything that
was mot part of his work, and was not,
‘therefore, in any sense a public man, ex-
cept in: so far as his legal attainments
gave him prominence, There is only
ane other man in the legal profession in
Canada who ‘can be said to have been his
peer, and that is the Hon. Edward Blake.
In some respects the latter may be re-
-garded as the abler man, though he was
not the abler jurist. = The way they mya
be compared is this: Blake was not prob-
ably an abler lawyer than Robinson; it
is questionable if he was a lawypr in_the
same degree; but he had qualifications
as a. public man which the other had
not. While presenting many essential
and pronounced differences they will pro-
bably for all timexbe bracketed tegether
in the estimation of the legal profession
in this country.

A MESSAGE TO THE WEST.

The Rev. C. W. Gordon, more
familiarly known as Ralph Connor,
must now be prepared to accept the
worst. He must look forward to
have his books characterized as trash,
and himself as a literary impostor
and busybody. He has written a let-
ter to a friend in which he severely
criticizes Sir Wilfrid Laurier for his
school policy in the Northwest, and
as he has a national reputation and
a wide influence in the Western coun-
try, his views will be extensively
quoted in the present campaign in
the new provinces. This is part of
what he wrote:

“I am - the more surprised at Sir
Wilfrid because he has shown himself
the champion of provincial rights, and
because especially he has shown him-
self superior to the influence of the
clerical party -in" his province. No
one will doubt for a moment that this
legislation is proposed simply because
a certain section of our people fear
that the interests of their church will
be adversely affected in the creation
of the new provinces. It does seem
a strange thing that the Territories,
which have during all their past his-
tory dealt in a manner perfectly satis-
tory to the Roman Catholics with the
school question, should not be trusted
to. deal with equal fairness with that
church in. the future; and while none
of us would for a moment approve of
interfering with the secular and re-
ligious rights ‘of our fellow-citizens, I
feel sure that it is in_-keeping: with
the genius of Western' Canada and
with its intensely democratic spirit,
that the provinces should be allowed
to work out their own destiny, and
should have the fullest control of their
‘nternal affairs. The parallels cited
by Sir Wilfrid failea to apply simply
b2cause they are not parallels.

“I camnot tell you how deeply Iam
disappointed .in our premier, a man
(Who has been’ to me, throughout his
I whole career, my ideal of a Canadian
¢tatesman, but I cannot help feeling
| that in this instance he has allowed
| his judgment to be clouded and his
| mind disturbed from its wonted equit-
! able poise by the undue influence of a
| bigoted and :sectarian group of his
i followers.”

THE RAISING OF HOGS.

The raising of hogs is an ‘industry
for which the  province is especially
adapted, and we look forward to the
time when the curing of bacon will
be extensively carried on. For this
reason the publication of a bulletin
by the Department of Agriculture at
Ottawa, entitled “Bacon Pigs in Can-
ada,” with notes on breeding, feeding
and managing swine, with reports . of
Some experiments, by J. H. Grisdale,
bachelor of agriculture, will be read
with -considerable interest in British
Columbia. The bulletin is divided
into two parts, one dealing in-a gen-
eral and detailed way with the breed-
ing, management and housing of
bacon pigs, and the other being a com-
pilation of the results f a number of
experiments in bpig feeding conducted
at the Central Experimental Farm, in-
cluding a few ‘carried on at Nappan,
N. 8. Brandon, Man., and at Indian
Head, Sask. Of course, we are aware
that the raising of pigs for bacon in
this province might not be as profit-
able at first as it will be later on,
and as the supply is not adequate for
the industry on a considerable scale.
Like everything else in the cul-
tural line, the production of hogs
must be on a commercial scale, before
it will pay. For some time vet it
may be more profitable to grow hogs
for the butcher. Nevertheless, when
the output has reached the stage
where packing: houses can depend
upon the farmers for a supply, it will
be found to far outweigh in import-
ance the fresh meat market. Those
who are interested in the question
will no doubt be able to Secure copies:
by writing to the Department of
Agriculture at Otfawa,

L

RUSSIA IN REVOLUTION.

fl‘?\e task set before M. Witte, as prime
minister of Russia, for the political re-_
counstruction' of Russia, is proving,  as
‘was anticipated, a very serious one. In
the first place, the wrongs of centuries
cannot be righted in a single ay. In
the second place, Russia is composed of
too many national and racial elements to
co-operate or coalesce readily. Each
section of the vast empire has its own
grievances and its peculiar problems,
.. There is only one particular in which
it * might be said that all Russia was
united, and that was in protest against
the existing order of things, and in a de-
mand for redress, - Otherwise the peo-
ple are as far apart as the poles. Now
that promise of reform has come, and
there is an earnest of sincerity in the
Czar’s manifesto and in the changes that
are taking place, there is no feeling of
gratitude in the hearts of the Czar’s sub-
jects towards him.  The concessions are
regarded as the evidence of weakness on’
his part, and as something which has too
long been delayed. So far from giv-
ing satisfaction, they have simply - in-
creased .the desire. for greater change.
The extreme elements simply seize upon

the liberty offered as @ leyer Whereby to

extract further concessions, and as an
excuse for exceeding the limitatious of
legitimate freedom. 5

It can be well understood how disap-
pointing even to the average intelligent
Russia_" any constitution which is appli-
cable to the present condition of his
country must be. Liberty and consti-
tutional rights of whatever character are
more or less illusory. = That is to say,
ithey cannot be grasped in a material,
tangible way. Henee, the man.who
finds that he must still earn his  bread
by the sweat of his brow, pay his hon-
est debts, contribute to the coffers of the
state, that wages or salary has not in-
creased, that he has a family to provide
for as formerly, and that everything real
about him is quite as realistic as before,
finds his ardor for reform damped. Like
freedom to the slaves of the Soath,
while it was a glorious ideal to work and
to fight for, it left the poor slaves worse
off than they were before. The slavery
of the nation, like the slavery of the in-
dividual, leaves material effects which
take a long time to overcome, and Rus-
sia ivith the most perfect constitution in
the world has to climb back to a condi-
tion of happiness and prosperity by a
process almost as painful as that by
which she has descended from it.

Constitutional freedom will not, there-
fore, appear to the nation as that for
which they hoped and which seemed so
bright in prospect. The feeling of dis-
appointment added to the other troubles
of Russia, and to the discontent over the
real defects of the new constitution wili
make the task of the prime minister, a
difficult, if mot impossible, one. e
present bloodshed is simply an acute
symptom of the disorganized condition
of the country consequent upon a crisis
having been reached. Like a fever in
the human system it must burn itself
out. - It depends upon the remedies ap-
plied, the treatment, and the general con-
dition of the patient as to -whether it
shall prove fatal or not. Should the
government mot be strong enough to
control the insurrectionary elements it
would mean that the country would ‘be
thrown into chaos, 2nd that the empire
would break up into its original ele-
ments. Time alone is the salver. When
the people have tired of the excitément
of change they may fall back iqto an
acceptance of the proposed eonstitution,
and the politiical evolution of the country
be permitted to on slowly towards the
ideals formed for its reconstruction.
Russia has to-be educated, regenerated
and fitted for the full measure of self-
government to which she aspires.

_ THE CHINESE MENACE.

President Roosevelt thinks that the
United States has been short in its
duty.to the people of China and that
Ameﬁcmm “should show some encour-
agement and consideration to all Chi-
nese who are not of the laboring classes
who come to this country.” - Congress
will be askedto pass legislation modi-
fying the exclusion law. This has
special interest for the people of Brit-
ish Columbia, because if the United
States can be brought to acknowledge
the rights of Chinese to consideration
on a par with those of white men, we
may expect that pressure will be
brought to bear on Canada through
Great Britain to revise its legislative
treatment of Chinese, which = now
amounts to actual exclusion. China is
already showing signs, as was pre-
dicted, of an awakening spirit, of a
dim realization of her possibilities as
a world power if she chose to jshake
off the traditions of two thousand
years or more and assert her rights
to recognition. She has seen Japan
emerge from a position of insignifi-
.cance to one of great prominence and
prestige;, to be a nation capable of
whipping the giant empire of Russia,
of developing a navy and an army to
a degree almost unexcelled in perfec-
tion and fighting force, and of adapting
every art and science known to the
world—all within the space of half a
century. She sees Japanese, a people
like her own subjecis, allied in race,
temperament and language, persistent
in industry, strong in endurance, mot
keener in intellect nor more subtle
than they. She cannot but -compre-
hend that a nation made up of twelve
times the number of = similar units
must at least be equally as powerful.
She is'aware that she has the physical
backing and moral support of Japan
in any effort to advance the interests
and status of the Mongolian race.

In view of such factsyis it conceiv-
able that the present relations will be
permitted to exist for any leng period
without being made the occasion of
war? Place China in a similar posi-
tion to Japam, but relative as to num-
bers of population, and cqmbined they
could bid defiance to the world. But
apart from the national aspect of the
question as one affecting the dignity
of a world power, comes the considera-
tion of trade and commeérce. ‘' We find
that all the great nations—the United
States, Germany, France and our own
Empire—are magnifying the import-
ance of the Orient as a market for
their products, and are professedly
anxious for the ‘maintenance of an
“open door.” Mr. J. J. Hill, a respect-
able authority in such matters, pre-
dicts that the trade of the Orient will
in-the near future be many times
greater than it is at present. Can
the United States and Canada from a
commercial point of view afford to
place barriers in the way of obtaining
their share of that trade by a policy
of exclusion? It will not take John
Chinaman long to demand an “open
door” in return for an ‘“open door,”
and to learn that retaliation is the
most effective weapon in securing it,
China has the trade which the other
nations want and she has it is in her
power if she understands ber own
strength to dictate the terms upon
which they shall have fit.

There are other considerations which
will favor the modification in Canada,
as well as in the United States, of the
provisions of the Chinese restriction
law, Locally the effect of the increase
of the capitation tax in keeping out
Chinese has been to diminish the sup-
ply of cheap Jabor for: domestic ana
farm purposes, and the farmer and
the householder are beginning to com-
plain.  Not only is the available sup-
ply of labor for these purposes, in
which _they are undoubtedly useful,
diminishing, but the price of = theis
labor, as a natural consequence, ' is
going up. - As the area of fruit-grow-
ing increases in British Columbia, and
we depend upon it mere and more as
an industry, and as the population inh
the cities increases, making greater the
demand for domestic labor, the re-
action - which., is  now setting in.in
favor of the despised “heathen” will ‘be
strengthened. The orchardist and
farmer declare that the land cannot be
cleared and made ready for crops, and
the ground tilled and the crops har-
vested and marketed without a plenti-
ful supply of" workers not otherwise
available.

Thus we see that what was a
lar cry of yesterday is likely ‘to be
reversed tomorrow. ‘In the past the
labor element has been strong enough
to secure the passing of restrictive
legislation, while the interests of the
other classes were not materially af-
fected. = Conditions are now changing
rapidly, both' within and without the
province, and we sghall witness an

popu-"

agitation for the repeal or mbdification

of the anti-Chinese legislation ag strong
as that which gave it effect. - It may
not be very soon, but everything points
in that direction. It is a danger
which is clearly in sight. The two
things which will bring it about are
the interests of trade and commerce,
and the  demands of the farmer and
housekeeper. . The solution of the Chi-
nese question appears to lie in local
legislation restrieting the employment
of Chinese to certain classes of em-=
ployment, in which. they will not come
seriously into competition with white
labor.

Attention is called to the letter of
Mr. Huggett in another.column, deal-
ing with some suggestions that have
been made regarding university educa-
tion in this province. There is much
foree in his .centention that there
should be an optional science course
in the high schoels, as an entrance to
an institute of -technology in British
Columbia. that later on might, and
probably would, develop into a degree-
conferring institution, or, in other
words, a full-fiedged university. The
optional feature of the school curri-
culum should without any doubt be
enlarged.  'Wo two pupils have the
same capabilities or inclinations, and
it is quite contrary to a sense of the
fitness of things that we should strive
to bring all'children up to the same
dead 'level 'of educational acquire-
ments. To do’this it is necessary to
repress some pupils in- one direction,
and prod them up severely in another;
to unnecessarily keep back the bright
pupils and to  unduly stimulate .the
dullards. If a child have a liking for
literature, he.should be encouraged in
it; if he hates mathematics there is
no use in. trying ‘to make him keep up
with others, ‘who are adept in fignres.
You cannot make scientists out of
poets;: or make literary doctors out of
natural-born surgéons.

ALBERNI PERS\éNATION CASE.

Nanaimo Free Press. ;

We :publish a letter today from Mr. R.
L. Drury, M. P, P., which, ip view of the
result of the personation charge he laid
against the man Nilson, must be regarded
as an extraordinary production at this late
day. Having failed utterly in his charge,
and then by withdrawing the notice of ap-
peal, admitting that the decision of the
magistrate, to which he first took excep-
tion, was correct, Mr, Drury now Mmakes
assertions that it was never attempted to
raise at the trial, reiterates that Nilson,
who was discharged by the magistrate, is
guilty of tHe crime charged, and offers to
make a bet gn the subject. He is not very
complimentary to the conduct of the prose-
cution, for if he considers his position is
correct, his letter must be regarded as say-
ing that the case was badly bungled, and
he offers a reward to some one to show
better detective ability than the prosecu-
tion for the purpose of bearing this out.
There was no evidence at the trial to'bear
out this construction now advanced at this
late date by Mr. Drury, whereas the Free
Press in its comments, was governed en-
tirely by the actuval sworn evidence as pro-
duced in. court: ‘' Whilé it was admitted
Nilson’s  first name was Edward, it was
also proved by :the evidence that he was
known as Nels,or Nelson. It was alsé
stated to the court .y the _&unsel for the
defence that the man’s name was on the
voters’ list improperly. as Nels “Nilson.

Furthermore, ;p: Drury, when giving
evidence, being agked by Mr. Russell, coun-
sel for the défenee; if there was the name
Nels Nilson o1 the - list, replied, while
he had the official -list, before him, *‘Yes,”
and further said’ in reply to another ques-
tion, that there ,was no vote recorded for
Nels Nilson; thus .showing .that the only
Yote recorded .} 38 that in the name of
Nels  Christian %@lson. . The obyioug in-
ference therefore grawn from the evidence
Is that Nilson had voted by mistake in
the name of Neld*Nelson instead of Nels
Nilson, and having .a vote, there was no-
body wronged by.dils action. - On reference
to the list furnisRed by Mr. Drury we find
tne name Nels Nielson, Cape Scott. The
exact spelling I8 ot fhe same as Nilson,
but that may bedisregarded, as no doubt
the returning officer did not spell the name
over to the voter:and it might very well
sound the same as Nilson or Nelson for
that ‘matter. ; “The . extraordinary thing is
that Mr. Drury Wwishes to place the onus
of"-proof ‘en>the: agcused. It was for the
prosecution to prove that Nilson was not
2ntitled to: woter‘and they failed utterly
to do so'in court. Now Mr. Drury asks
the Free Press.to-play Sherlock Holmes
for him, a most extraordinary course. If
he had a case, we may be sure that he
“vould have brought his evidence o court.
if he did not do so, and the proseeution
was made ridiculous through his own
blunder, that is the fault of Mr. Drury
and his friends. In so’ far as the sworn
lestimony goes, the commenté of the Free
‘Press were perféctly warranted and surely
a mere statemeant to the contrary is not suf-
ficlent to overweigh this. - Wé have not the
slightest desire to injure Mr. Drury, but
it is a maxim ¢f Br..sh law that a man is
to be presumed innocent until he is proved
guilty. Mr. Drury and the rest of the
Prosecution have failed to prove Nilson
guilty, and until it Is otherwise shown,
Nilson is entitléd 'fo sympathy ds an ill-

‘used man.
- HLOESERN Lo R S O
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HIGHER EDUCATION,

Sir,—You1 interesting editorial of recent
date is full of practical suggestion and
commends itself very strongly to the mind
of your corresbondent,- who also appreci-
ates the step taken by the Nelson Univer-
sity club in bringing to the attention of the
superintendent of education the necessity

2 move being made toward the estab-
lishment of a university for British Colum-
bia. The statement of the superintendent

L* I have tried dn ‘a very fnefficient way,
perhaps, to pofnt out on previous occa-
sions the need of making our educational
work more practical, and we can never
hope to.see the best results until there
shall be courses of study provided, as shall
meet the requirements ‘“mentally”’ of our
students. ‘What is the use of “cramming a
child with literature” when it is evidently
distasteful, and fail at the same time to
provide the natural food for a mind “that
Is instine.dvely mechanical.”” What is re-
quired for the proper.education of a chlld
is to know its capacity to receive instruc-
tion, and not to burden it ‘beyond that
point. Education is° moral and physical,
as well as intellectual; and- it is as neces-
sary to develop the one as the other; if,
therefore, the physical is effected by men-
tal strain, it 48 evident that mentally the
pupil will grow weaker under the strain.
The ultimate object of education “is en-
lightened and worthy citizenship,” so that
the ‘moral development of the student must
not be lost sight of. ‘“How to produce
manhood -and womanhood that shall honor
the nation, is the question that demands
the Deat thought of every loyal ciuzen of

Canada.”
ALFRED HUGGETT.
THE BUTE INLET ROUTE.

Sir—I make,this communication.as short
as possible. Your board' of trade is dis-
cussing the route to Vietoria via Seymour
Narrows.

‘Apart from transcontinental railway
projects, the greatest want of all upper
British Columbia is 'a short entrance to
the Chilcotin country. This was a recog-
nized fact at the time that the Wading-
ton road was projected, but is much more
necessary now. The building of a con-
tindous rallway line ¢o connect the Isl-
and with the Mainland is unnecessary, be-
cause the water can be used. The natural
waterway 'is a better approach than -any
that can be constructed by art. It Is wide
enough ito permit -of the best icurvature,
and the grade is level throughout; the
<hannel is ready made.

The mountain running time of the -C.
. R., Calgary to Vancouver, is almost 17
miles' per hour, or say 15 knots. This
same speed can be accomplished by a well
designed ferry boat, with accommodation
on deck for 32 box cars of from sixty to
one hundred thousand pounds weight ca-
pacity each, arranged in three lines. Such
a boat would require to be about 450 feet
in dength for freight purposes. For a 12-
car passenger train about 300 feet long
would b® enongh. These dimensions would
be sujtable for transcontinental business.
By running such boats between the head
of Bute Inlet and some point upon Van-
couver Island, all the" traffic advantages
to be got out of a continuous rallway line
will be secured with a very superior class
of grades, curvature, and comfort.

To build a railway from the hegd of
Bute Inlet t¢ the upper plateau, where it
would be accessible to settlement, is quite
w...u the resources of the province; .and
if such. road should mnot immediately be-
come a link of a transcontinental chain, it
would yet greatly stimulate and develop
the upper country of British Columbia and
do a good business. The province would
by degrees buy less and less from the
United States and more from their own
farmers. To ascend /the Homathco river
with a railway line is 4 very expensive
plece of work, and very imperfect even
when completed. The best ruling grade to
be*got is 2 per cent., which does not permit
of long well loaded trains. The measure
of the power of a locomotive is confined
by -what is known as adhesion—a certain
percentage of the total ‘weight upon the
driving wheels, generally estimated as
about one-fifth—dependent upon track con-
‘ditions, weather,- etc., to some extent.

Everyone has noticed the driving wheels
of a locomotive revolving rapidly upon the
rail without forward motion taking place.
The locomotive in this case lacks adhesion,

By converting, however, such a locomo-
tive into what is called a rack engine, it
would receive at: once ample power to go
up grades with loads far in excess of that
‘which it was unable to control before.

The Transandine railway of South.Am-
erica has upon its upper section an eight
per. cent. grade, which is worked by rack
engines. .The 'moderr’ Abt rack is compos:-
 ed . of;-three steel “bars side by side on
edge, from which alternate rectangular
pileces are cut .out, leaving rectangular
teeth projecting upwards. :

By this means the jerking motion of the
first single ba® rack system was got rid of
and made practically continuous. The or-
dinary locomotive being controlled by ad-
hesion is unable to make effective the
whole of its power. The rack engine not
being dependent upon its weight for ad-
hesion, is able to utilize the whole ‘of its
strength, and so far as heavy grades ~are
concerned, it is the most perfect contri-
vance known, The common locomotive for
heavy grades is, upon the contrary, both
wasteful and mechanically imperfect.

To ascend to Tatlaico lake, mgar the
head waters of the Homathco river, would
require (from memory) some 32 miles of
line, which would cost a large sum of
money and involve some difficult problems,
It would not likely be undertaken for less
than $100,000 per mile. There is, however,
at the head of Bute Inlet a prominent
chunk of mountains which 1s not very ir-
regular, except mear the river banks. It
has the Southgate river upon the eastern
and the Homathco on the western side.
There is room here and opportunity to
build seven miles of rack railway line,
which would not probably cost more than
$60,000 per mile, or say $420,000 altogether.
To this add the cost of such a ferry boat
as described, and call it $225,000, and
you will have covered the principal items,
opened up the whole flank of the Comst
range, the Chileotin country, and- made
probable the building of two irrigation
canals from -the Chileco river that would
fertilize an immense extent  of country
lacking water. Add now ten per cent. to
the sum of these two items for contin-
gencles, and you will have $709,500, the
annual interest upon which is $35,475, at
5 per cent. interest. Suppose now the
province was to go ahead boldly, like the
Australians and New Zealanders, and build
this work, how long time would elapse
before the province got an offer for it as
part of a transcontinental chain? It would
probably be bought before it was complet-
ed, and the buyers would be glad to pro-
vide the boats. There are some other
necessary considerations that do not much
affect general principles that I need not

now go into.
H. P, BELL.

to ..e effect that less than one-fifth of the
provincial revenue is spent on educatjon
is much less than many have supposed, and
‘Wwith such an expenditure the education
department is to be congratulated upon the
creditable progress that has been made
during recent years 1n both city and coun-
iry schools. I think that Mr. Robinson’'s
suggestion to ald British Columbia stu-
dents at older universities is a good one,
quite practical and worthy serious consid-
eratlon, but, it thé provincial treasury
could supply the necessary cash to such
students (and there Wwould be not a few),
why not take the first step toward estab-
lishing a provincial uniyersity. Mr. R. J.
Clark in aoving his resolution at Nelson,
urged upon the attention of those present,
g’hat the work now .being dome by high
chools towards university education was
not a proper function of high schools and
‘was done at a sacrifice. I think that this
may be a trme statement of the actual
fact, but under present conditions it is
the best that can be done. In order to
have  beter results educationally and for
the money now being spent, it appears to
me , at least, that such a school as sug-
gested by Dr. Arthur is a mecessity and a
crying demand. He advocated the dmmedi-
ate establishment of an efficlent schol of
mining engineering. ‘I wohld go a liftle
further, making the institution more com-
prehiensive, and calling it a schol of tech-
nology . I verily believe that the time is
ripe and that many of our citizens in Vie-
toria, Vancouver ~and other provincial
points -would soon subscribe an amount
that would represent a very substantial
endowment. I claim, Sir, that a school of
technology s what is wanted immediately;
.that it should be an eutirely separate in-
stitution from our high schdols, and that it
should provide courses of studies for those
students who would matriculate from the
‘“‘sclence course” of our present institn-
tion. In this connection let me urge your
‘support of an “‘Optional Sclence Course’”

may lead up to the work as would be pro-
vided by such an insfitution as snggested,

or at least make matriculation Possible Lo

for our high schools, 80 that such a course|.

BRUSHES

We canhot help praising the fine
quality of our Hair Brushes. ey
are - pure French bristles, solid
back and a varlety of woods, In-
cluding Ebony, Rosewood and Olive
Wood. Price, 50c. up.

COMBS _
In great varlety........10c to T5ec.

NAIL BRUSHES
Of Many Kinds,

COME AND SEE OUR STOCK

CyrusH.Bowes
CHEMIST

98 Government Street
. Near Yates Street

@ ‘school of good standing elsewhere.

SHOTBOLT'S “ ORIGINAL " BALSAM OF ANISEE]

First made at Horncastle, England, over one hundred years ago.

NEW SAMPLE SIZE ...............

ciaseivsss. 25 Cents

SHOTBOLT'S PIONEER DRUG STORE ™-B-—Ssssbstzeusetthe. ,op 59 JOHNSON STRF

DIX| TEA 35¢c and 50c PER LB.

i Y

DIXi H. ROSS & CO.. CASH GROCERS.

123 GOVERNMENT

~ THE ;
BIRMINGHAM of B.C.
E.G.PRIOR & CO., Lp.

STREET, VICTORIA

359

REAL- SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE .

Their Growing Recognition in Literature—
Study of Success—Characteristic Talk by
Quaint M. P, From Quebec—The Heéroes
of Peace, ;

(Written for:The Colonist by Allen West.)

Literature is beginning to recognize the
modern hero and heroine.

There is more and more in theé best mag-
azines dealing with modern business heroes
and heroines, and stimulating an interest
among refined people, in the really most
important subject in the world.

Maghzineés have been built to large ‘suc-
cess dealing’usefully with the problems and
interesting featurés of modern business
life.

The stndy of success 1s becoming univer-
sal. Thus the soldiers of fortune who are
fighting the unheralded battles of business
are coming in for a share of public atten-
tion they richly.deserve.

Literature That Should Cheer Them.

Every young man and woman who is
fighting the battle of “success ought to be
cheered and stimulated as well as instruct-
ed by all the good and valuable literature
the newspapers and magazines ecan find,
if for no other- reason than that com-
mercial advertising furnishes the profits of
about all literary undertakings and pthe
great army of newspaper and magazine
readers are directly interested in the busi-
ness army are themselves members of
that army, are the heroes and heroines
who are battling for their homes and fam-
ilies.

Study “of Business Problems.

It is thé province of publicity in fhis
connection to give the public a clear un-
derstanding of business problems and re-
veal to young men and women ithe secrets
of success.

Every store has made its success by at-
tracting public interest, by securing the
co-operation of brains and capital, and an
army of employees in organizing and con-
ducting, an undertaking of the utmost and
most personal public dmportance. .uese
establishments, as a whole, affect the pur-
chasing power of every dollar in the com-
munity, the vast army of salespeople and
clerks having much influence in fixing the
standard of public ideas as to conduct and
moral prineiples.

Conduct and Morals a Part of Store
System. i

Conduct and moral principles in the
stores are not matters of personal opinion,
but are reduced to concrete facts, and em-
bodied in the store system.

These matters{ are deeply inter-
esting - aside from their dimportance,
and anyone studying the subject
wil find as. much. to stir  the
blood in the exploits of modern busi-
mess heroes as in any of the achievements
of romance of the days of chivalry and
more real herolc qualities to admire in
modern heroes and heroines than in all the
armies of crusaders and knights errant and
braggarts and brigands who decorate the
pages of medieval history and fiction,

Real Heroes and Heroines..

In the modern drama the real hero holds
the centre of the stage, even if he does
dress in every-day clothes and is a modest,
refincd, intelligent, every-day fellow, in-
stead of one of the stilted, flowery, wvain-
glorious duel-fighters of long ago.

You will probably find the D’Artagan
of today in the back office, dictating let-
ters, and ‘the modern Athos waiting on
customers in the silk department, while

/Aramis is attending a creditor’s meeting,

‘and Porthas is rolling out crockery barrels
down in the basement. Maybe Ivanhoe is
at the necktie counter; the Black Prince
is on the road for an umbrella house hust-
ling to get into the firm, the Knights of
King Arthur’'s Round Table are out in the
buyers’ room submitting samples, while
Robert Bruce, vand the Lady of the Lake
are discussing a new aadition to the mil-
linery department. i
They Are Alive Today in a New Form.
The days of chivalry and the heroes of
romance are not dead. 3

@They are redncarnated in a mew form

e e v o

YOU CAN'T GET ALONG WITHOUT
good harness. When your harness
breaks you will realize this. It is
better to realize it before and get good
harness when you buy. Then you will
avoid accidents and won’t risk spoiling
your horse. We sell a dependable
light harness for little money. Every
harness we sell is reliable in material
and make.

B. C. Saddlery Co., Ltd.

44 Yates St. Victoria, B. C,

The SprotE:Shauw
BUSINESS

VANCOUVEK, B. ©.

Had 26 APPLICATIONS FOR ITS STU-
DENTS during Jume and July. Its stu-
dents CANNCT fail. Competency guaran-
teed. Bookkeeping, Penmanship, Gregr and
Pitman Shorthand, Telegraphy and Type:
writing taught by speclalists.

K. J. SPROTT, B, A., Principal.

H. A. SCRIVEN, B. A., Vice-principal.
DAVID BLAIR. ESQ., Technical.

MISS ROBERTS. Gregg Shorthand.

J. E. BARNES, Pirmen Skorthand.

HOTEL ESSINGTON
Port Essington, B.C.

R.Cunningham & Son, Ltd

that is more civilized and mot less in-
spiring.

They are now the heroes of peace instead
of war, soldiers of the store instead of the
camp, defenders of the home instead of
the castle, earning their daily bread by
useful toil.

Instead of despoiling the country and
looting temples, they are building cities
and supporting the church. Instead of
emiting the foe with claymore and battle-
axe, they are vanquishing the enemies of
progress with the sword of success,

WANTED—AGENTS.

WaNDliD—Gentlemen or ladies—$800 per
year and expenses; permanent position;
experience unpecessary. M. A. O’Keefe,
157 Bay street, Torontos

023
POULTRY AND LIVESTOCK 1
FOR SALE—Good collie pups, 3 months

old; also good cow, a bargain. Apply
Worth, Foster’s, Pier, Esquimalt. ndy

FOR SALE—Pedigree Yorkshire pigs for
sale. Apply E. Hobbis, Cadboro Bay. nj

WANTED—Driving horse or mare, about
14% hands; must be perfectly sound,
quiet and young; fair price given for
suitable animal. 318 Colonist office. n3

WANTED—Horse, about twelve Lundred
pounds, suited for farm work. Apply
giving particulars, Thomas & Grant, 76
Douglas street. 830

FOR SALE—A good fresh cow, 1 good
milking aeifer, and 1 Jersey grade, good
milker. Apply Beesmeyer, Fraser street,
Esquimalt road. 019

FOR SALE—Fine young pigs, $2.50 each\.
A. BE. Gale, Keating P. O.

FOR SALE—Fresh cow, third calf; test
4 point 4; milk 44 1bs. per ‘day.

Price
$60. H. T. Oldfield, Lake View, West
Saanich road. x
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