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Address in.Reply to Speech From
the Throne Adopted without
Division.

Placer Mining Bill Through Com-
mittre—Contract Labor Bill
Against Other Provinees,

TUESDAY, January 17.

The speech from the throne was finally
disposed of in the legislature this after-
noon, no amendment being offered and
uo division suggested. The sitting was
also notable as witnessing the return of
Col. Baker to his seat, his qualification
having been firmly established; and the
formal announcement of the retirement
of the leader of the opposition from his
place in the house.

Mr. Speaker took the chair at 2 o’clock
and prayers were read by Rev. Dr.
(‘ampbell,

PETITIONS.

Petitions were read and received from:

The Atlin Short Line Railway Com-
any, (Mr. Clifford); the Kootenay &

hwest Railway Company, (Mr, Kel-

: the Big Bend Transportation Com-

my, (Mr. Kellie); the Pine Creek
lume Company, (Mr. Helgesen); Pat-
ick Ifarrel, asking for reconsideration
ot the causes of his dismissal from the
police service in May, 1889, (Mr. Helme-
ien); and the Kitimaat Railway Com-
any,;(Mr. Prentice), the last named pe-
tition being also referred to the rail-

1y committee,
PRIVILEGE,

MR, POOLEY, rising to a question of
vivilege, directed attention to the ab-
scnce from his place in the house of the
leader of the opposition. “As you are
iware, Mr. Speaker,” he said, “the lead-
- of the opposition in this house, Mr.
J. H. Turner, has resigned his seat in
ihis house, e has requested me to-day

» make a statement of the facts which
have caused him to take that step. He
has  various establishments located
hroughout this province, and as soon
as he found the interpretation that was
heing placed upon the Parliamentary act
ie took the precaution of telegraphing
to each of his establishments throughout
the country to ask them if at any time
~since nomination day for the election
last year they had sold any goods to the
covernment. In response to this inquiry
a1 telegram was received to the effect
that on or about the 15th October the
covernment agent at Nelson, being in
such a position that he required a num-
ber of blankets of a certain class. came
to Mr. Turner’s Nelson establishment.
and asked the manager, Mr. Thomson, if
he could supply a specified number of
blankets of this particular kind. Mr.
Thomson replied in the affirmative and
the blankets were supplied. Mr. Turner
had no knowledge of this transaction
whatsoever, nor would he have thought
of telegraphing to his various establish-
ments with reference to the point but for
the interpretation now for the first time
placed upon the Election act. He had
no knowledge whatever of any dealing
of his representatives throughout the
provinee with the government but in Vie-
toria he was careful not to allow any-
thing of the kind to be done. I need only
say that it is with very great regret that
he now finds it has been done—though
absolutely - without his knowledge—and
Lie has therefore resigned his seat and
will again place himself before his con-
stituents of Vietoria.”

COMMITTEE REPORT..

Mr. Higgins presented the third re-
port of the private bills committee, stat-
ing that with respect to the petition of
the South East Kootenay Railway Com-
pany it was found the notices had been
duly published but the rules had not been
complied with as the papers had been de-
posited with the- clerk of the house two
days after the time expired that was al-
lowed therefoer. The committee therefore |
reported the petition subject to double |
fees,

RETURNS PRESENTED.

Premier Semlin laid before the house
the following:

A return of regulations and orders is-
sued by His Honor the Lieutenant-Gov-
ernor-in-council under section 150
of the Placer Mining act and section
143 of the Mineral act;

A return of orders-in-council under the
provisions of chapter 157 of the Revised
Ntatutes, 1897—the Probates Recogni-
tion act;

A return of the names and places of
residence of collectors of revenue paid
by commission, the rate of same, and
the date of the authority therefor:

A statement of the bonds given by civil

, officers for the dug performance of their

duties as defined under the Civil Ser-
vice act; and

A statement of the Commons establish-
ed under the Cattle Ranges act, which
during the year ending 30th June, 1898,
had returned a revenue of $271.

PASSING THE ADDRESS.

MR. EBERTS, on whose motion the
debate on the speech from the throne
had been adjourned, announcing that he
would have no more to say upon it,

MR. GREEN (Slocan) continued the
consideration of the governmental pro-
gramme. IHe took issue with the ex-At-
torney-General on the question of the
free miners’ license as applied to wage
workers in metalliferous mines, denying
emphatically that any significant portion
of the miners of Kootenay were in favor
of the retention of this tax. They had al-
ways regarded it as a flagrant injustice,
and he asked any member to show where-
in the government was justified in de-
manding a special tax of $5 before any
man—or any woman indeed—could go in-
to the blacksmith shop or the cook's
shanty of a mine to earn an honest liv-
ing. The tax was an absurdity and an
injustice and its disappearance from the
statute book would be a cause for gen-
eral congratulation. This as nthor‘lo;:ls-
lation foreshadowed in His Honor's ad-
dress bore evidence to the faet that the
members of what is now the government
had been sincere in their pre-election
promises and declarations of policy. The
proposal for the cancellation of tho'morb
zage tax furnished additional testimony
in the same direction. The supporters
of the late government claimed that it
had been the intention of the Turner ad-
ministration to cancel this tax. Had
they not had ample time and opportunity
to do- so: and had they repealed the tax?
These and other matters outlined in the
speech showed the government to be de-
termined to live up to its promises, a.nd
he accordingly felt it an honor to give
the motion his support.

MR. HIGGINS (Esquimalt) congratu-

lated not only the mover and the second-’

er of the reply on the success of their
efforts, ‘but. ‘the house: on the valuable
aequisition in:the new blood to the de-
bating strength of the assembly. - Pass-
ing then to the consideration of the
address of the member for Sonth Vie-
toria, upon whom the mantle of the onpo-
sition leadership had fallen temporarily—

the opposition having :dwindled to a beg-’

garly array of empty boxes, it was to be

L]
hoped for a few days only-~he charged
that this homorable member had care-
fully avoided the most important subject
to which he could have givelt attention—
the ‘administration of the lands in the

the rights of the people in 'this ‘connec-
tion. It was now announced that the
‘railway company proposed to throw open
these lands to prospectors in the same
manner as crown lands. Why had not
the late government secured this action?
The scenes enacted under the adminis-
tration of these lands had at times in-
cluded horrible evictions, in which men
and women were literally turned out
into the snow and their homes destroyed.
This ‘was some time ago, but the rights
of the people had, even to the going out
of the late government, been set at
naught by the owners of the railway.
It had been said that the land in this
railway belt had been practically forced
upon the late Hon. Robert Dunsmuir,
and this was in a measure true, as he
himself had for one strongly urged the
deceased Mr. Dunsmuir in the action
taken by him. Had that honorable
gentleman lived, the causes of complaint
would probably not have arisen, as his
plans embraced a transeontinental rail-
way, a ferry from Beecher Bay across
the Straits, and many other important
undertakings for the gdvantage of the
Island. Nor did he wish to be taken as
animadverting solely against the Island
railway; he believed there had been
similarly bad cases on the Mainland of
abuse of the people’s rights. Nor had
he anything to say.against the succes-
sors of the late Hon. Robert Dunsmuir,
if they would only be just and fair to
the people of British Columbia. Again,
the member for Bouth .Victoria had, in
the course of the election campaign at
Alberni, and later at Cowichan, read a
telegram purporting to reduce the terms
to settlers of all surface rights, to $5 per
acre, * this including also the precious
metals that might be discovered under
the surface, and including iron, but not
coal. The late Attorney-General had
told the electors that the terms offered
by the railway company were infinitely
more advantageous than those granted
by the crown, $5 being charged by the
company and $10 by the crown. Mr.
Higgins denied that purchasers from the
company were in any way exempt from
the $10 payment to the crown, and held
that the member for South Victoria had
been guilty of misleading the electors
when he so contended. As to the pro-
Posed amendment of the elections acts,
his recent experience in Esquimalt dis-
trict had shown him that improvement
of the law was very badly needed, while
the controverted elections act as at
present on the statute book was a juggle
and a deceit—legislation for the specific
purpose of preventing the poor man from
taking any.part in public affairs, and
enabling the rich to perpetrate acts of
grossest injustice. He hoped that a bill
would be introduced without delay that
would be a credit to thé country and
the government—in the best interest of
the people at large. There was no time
to be lost in amending this legislation,
for no one could say when a new elec-
tion might be precipitated, after the ex-
perience of the last few days. It was
an old saying that there was nothing
certain but death and taxation, while
the Turks had a proverb—* Call no man
happy until he is dead.” After some
things he-had seen in politics lately—and
of which he would have more to say
later on—he feared that he could never
be happy again until he himself was
politically dead.

Mr. Eberts—The honorable member
has a very happy smile just now.

Mr. Higgins, continuing, bitterly as-
sailed the late provineial secretary, Col.
Baker, for what he termed his ridiculous
immigration or colonization fad. It was
a preposterous, an unprecedented thing,
to go to a foreign country, assist a num-
ber of pedple to "emtigrate, provide them
with many of the necessities for their
new life, and establish them comfortably
in our northern coasts, all at the ex-
pense of the state. And this while peo-
ple of our own provinee, our own kith
and kid, were practically starving for
the want of a little government aid
properly directed.

Dealing with the topics particularly
discussed in the speech from the throne,
the junior member for Esquimalt wel-
comed the announcement that the mort-
gage tax would at last be repealed. This
was a matter that had been brought to
the consideration of the late government
during many years, yet nothing had been
done. Mr. Pooley had, in a letter to
the electors of a portion of Esquimalt
district said this matter 5 the mortgage
tax was a very “intricate problem.”
When this letter had been read a young
man—a blacksmith’s helper—came for-
ward, and with a piece of chalk under-
took to solve the “intricate problem.” If
K ]mrrow some morney on mortgage, he
said, and the interest is six per cent.
and one per cent. for the mortgage tax,
if that mortgage tax were taken off,
would it not be possible for the poor
bprrower to get the use of the money for
SiX per cent.? That wasn’t a very hard
problem. His friends on the other side of
the house had not expected to have him
with them, and indeed he had had a hard
job to get back—but, like the lost cat,
he came back. He deplored any intro-
duction of sectional feeling in the house
or the country and held that it augured
well for the legislation to come that the
house now possessed so admirable an
array of young and forcible speakers.
MR. NEILL regretted, in his prepara-
tory remarks, what he termed ihe utter
failure of the opposition to undertake a

criticism of the policy put forward by
| the government. He supported the for-
| mer speaker in reference to the telegram
read by Mr. Eberts at the Alberni and
Cowichan meetings and said that al-
though it had been®promised that this
telegram would be left at or sent to Al-
berni, this had not been done. The other
remarks of Mr. Eberts and of Mr. Mec-
Bride (the member for Dewdney), Mr.
Neill elegantly described as cheap clap-
trap while the opposition as a whole re-
minded him of a cheap coffin—hardwood
outside, capable of taking a very fine
polish; peer wood, black cloth and emp-
tiness within. In the gase of the opposi-
tion the veneer was already wearing off,
and the entire coffin would soon go to
its political grave. In conclusion, the
member for Alberni declared that he
honestly believed the members of the
opposition at heart cordially approved
the government’s policy as in the best
interest of the majority of the people.
MR. DEANE was pleased to find by
the speech from the throne that the
government were ready to redeem at the
very first opportunity their ante-election
promises, every paragraph of the; speech,
with the exception of that dealing with
the exclusion of aliens from the placer
mines, being in -this direction. The
charge had been made that this poliey
of the government had been deliberately
pirated from the gentlemen now in op-
position, yet these gentlemen had been
the government of the country for 16
years, and surely that should be time
enough for them to do more than prom-
ise in. It seemed strange indeed that
if they had honestly contemplated the
reforms mentioned  in His Honor’s
speech they should have waited for this
government to carry them out. The
trouble was that the late government
had not been .in earpest.in the matter,
and the present government was. It

.

E. & N. railway belt, and the failure of.
the lgte. government to properly protect|
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was the same with everything else that
the people wanted as with the mortgage
tax repeal—difficulties would be made or
magnified.  The people had  finally
grown tired of promises and resolved to
give the other side a chance to prove
their sincerity. They had now their op-
portunity, and they were showing that
they had been honest with the people.
With reference to- the exclusion of . the
Chinese from the collieries, the ‘late at-
torney-general had said the former gov-
ernment could not carry out the inten-
tion of the act because a penalty clause
had been omitted. And who should be
held blameable for the absence of such
a clause but the attorney-gemeral? It
was certainly significant that the very
day the new government took up the
reins of power the Chinese were re-
moved from the underground workings
of the mines. Next to the alien execlu-
sion he regarded as the most important
feature of the foreshadowed legislation
that portion dealing with the amendment
of the land laws, which he viewed as
calculated to afford relief from the ex-
travagance and monopoly-favoring pol-
icy of the late government. He ap-
proved the abolition of the mortgage tax
and free miner’s license for wage-work-
ers in the metalliferous mines, but had
hoped also to see some suggestion of
amgndment_of the health regulations,
\\"h}ch—«partlcularly as they applied to
Chinese—he regarded as farcical in the
extreme.

MR. HENDERSON (New Westmins-
ter City) vigorously resented the infer-
ence from the other side of .,the house
that his action in casting in his lot with
the party in power was in any way con-
nected with the measure of financial re-
lief for Westminster outlined in the
speech. 'He had not had any idea that
such relief was contemplated until the
speech had been read by His Honor, nor
had he until the session opened been
aware of the character of any of the leg-
1slgxtmn to be presented. It had heen
said that he ran under the aegis of the
late government party. It would not be
necessary for him to interpret this word
—everyone understood the inference to
be that he ran under the colors or aus-
pices of the Turner party. This he wish-

d to distinctly deny. When he made
his appearance as a candidate and all
_through the campaign he had taken spec-
ial care to emphasize his position as ab-
solutely independent of either party. As
a matter of fact the one thing hardest
to contend with during the course of
the contest had been the insistence of
the then government press to take him
under its wing. Its blighting friendship
was his worst enemy in the election; for
he had no wish to be identified with the
party, and he had had no outside speak-
ers to assist him at any part of the
campaign. He had fought his own bat-
tle as an independent, and had entered
the house pledged to neither side. Dur-
ing the course of the election he had arg-
ued continually for the repeal of the
mortgage tax and the free miners’ cer-
tificate as compulsory for wage workers
in metalliferous mines. He had declar-
ed that he would vote for measures in
the direction of these two reforms even
if it cost the government its life—and he
was now quite prepared to do so. He
remained absolutely unfettered and in-
dependent in action, but when he found
the party in power going ahead with the
very reforms he had pledged himself to
advance, he could but go with that party.
Such a course he denied was ineconsist-
ent. On the other hand, if the govern-
ment had appropriated the policy of the
now opposition, as had been charged, it
was the membership of the opposition
that inconsistency should be laid to—
otherwise they would be on the govern-
ment side, supporting what they claimed
to have been their policy. 'In considering
the election petitions bill the member
for Dewdhey had been very much in-
terested with regard to his (Mr. Hender-
son’s) silence, and had said that his con-
stituents would be heard from with res-
pect to his vote cast for this measure.
Personally he (the member for West-
minster) believed his constituents would
appreciate his silence quite as much as
the people of Dewdney would admire
their member’s loquacity. Although he
had cast a silent vote for the bill refer-
red to, it had not been without mature
consideration. There appeared indeed to
be no necessity for discussion, after the
splendid address of the Attorney-Gener-
al, which left nothing practical to be
said on the subject. That address .in-
deed had appeared to him a refreshing
oasis of logical argument in a dreary
desert of shifting rhetorical sand. He
was quite prepared to meet his constitu-
ents at any time and justify his vote on
this or any other measure, with the
member for Dewdney or without him.
As the character of. legislation foreshad-
owed in the address before the house
seemed thoroughly in the interest of the
people of British Columbia the govern-
ment propounding it were entitled to his
support, and would have it so long as
they continued to legislate for the bene-
fit of the people.

MR. MACPHERSON took the opposi-
tion speakers in their turn and had
something to say on the points scored
by each. He resented Col. Baker’s com-
plaint that the legislation sought. by
the new government was in the direction
of disturbing vested rights, and declared
that the trouble was that the new gov-
ernment were determined to protect the
vested rights of the people, instead of
looking out for the interests of rings
and monopolies. It would not keep out
capital, he held, to give the workers a
chance, for capital was after all only
the result of applied labor, and when it
was seen that the labor of the country
was protected, capital would soon be
forthcoming to develop the industries of
the land. He could not agree with ghe
contention of the member for North Vie-
toria (Mr. Booth) that the expenditures
of the former government had had any-
thing to do with the present prosperity
of the country, while he heartily en-
dorsed the remarks of thdt member w_lth
respect to the desirability of am_endmg
the controverted elections act, in the
direction of protecting the comparatively
poor man from the domination of the
rich or the political machine. He also
endorsed the observations of the mem-
ber for West Lillooet (Mr. Smith) as to
the necessity of amending the companies
act so as to prevent a repet}tlon Qf such
scandals as that in connection with the
Golden Cache—a disgrace to the prov-
ince and calculated to do irreparable
harm if allowed to pass unnoticed. Mr.
Helmcken had found no fault with the
contents of - the speech, but had en-
deavored to show where omissions had
been made that were not .desn‘ab_le;
with the stand taken by Victoria’s senior
member he could not agree. He pre-
ferred not to see the subjects referred
to dealt with in the speech, as bemg out-
side the scope of the legislature’s Jjuris-
diction. As to Mr. Eberts’ complaint
that the policy of the government was
not original but had been stolen frqm
the present opposition, he denied this,
contending that the late government had
never gone further than to éxpress good
intentions, as on such subjects as thp
mortgage tax and miners’ license aboli-
tions. The road to hell was said. to be
paved with good intentions, and this was
as far as these reforms would ever
have got had not the government been
changed by the people. He denied, too,
that any.attempt had been made by. the

late government to impdse the full pen-

alty of the law against the colliery peo;
ple illegally employing Chinese. It was
Deéople-friends of ‘the government, one of |
them, running as a ‘government candi-
date and at the same time contributing |
largely to the government corruption
fund. As to'the charge that the gov-
ernment had usurped power, and the
question as to how they got on the
treasury side of the house, he would say
that it. was by the voice of the people,
nnld the majority which in this day
rules.

MR. POOLEY, after careful examina-
tion of the speech that had been put in
the hands of the members, could find
nothing in it that might not have been
advanced by the government that had
been supplanted. It was in fact a gener-
ous recognition of the good results to be
attributed to the policy of the late gov-
ernment, for did the members of the pre-
sent government mean to say that they
ascribed the progress and prosperity of
the country that they first directed atten-
tion to in the speech, to their own efforts
during the past five months? Progress
and prosperity had been the cry of the
old government, and through a policy|ot
liberality and intelligence it had been the
endeavor to induce desirable settlement,
open up the industries of the countr

to the interests of the co;ntry the . gov-

ernment of to-day would use its best en-

not to be thought of ‘with the colliery ['deavors to promote the expansion of the

agricultural industry, and he urged the
desirability of doing -all possible to .se-.
cure the speedy .completion of the rail-
way from Midway to Penticton, opening
up as it will a rich and promising stretch
of country, while tapping mines of cer-
tain value. He endorsed the proposition
of the government to abolish the mort-
gage tax and hoped that the government
would go still further and so amend the
law as to make it impossible to collect a
higher rate than six per cent. on money
loaned on mortgage. This was done in
other places, and if the province did not
possess the power (as interjected by the
Attorney-General) the provingial govern-
ment might at least comnMinicate its
views in this regard to the. Dominion
government, which has the power. He
also endorsed the proposition to abandon
the collection of miners’ license fees from
wage workers in metalliferous mines,
having always held it most unfair to
assess a man for the privilege of earning
an honest living, especially when this
man took his life in his hands in going
into the mine to bring to light the buried
riches of the province. He also favored
the exclusion of Asiatics from the col-
lieries, as no white man should have

and bring about good times for the prov-\ his life _endar.xgered through the emplqy-
ince. The last six years had witnessed ent with him of a race beneath him
the development of this policy, and its!'in scale o elligence. He trusted

success was attested even by the mem-
bers of the present government in the
speech from the throne with which the
house had this year been opened.

Another eloquent tribute to the late
government was found in the fact that
nothing whatever could be found in the
speech calculated to cast discredit upon
the late administration. The govern-
ment had now been for five months in
possession of all the records, documents,
ete., of the province, and they had not
succeeded in placing the finger upon one
spot so much as a pin point in size, upon
the clean record of the late government.
They had not discovered one transaction
that they could look upon as adverse to
the best interests of the country. The
speech at first sight might indeed have
been suspected of having emanated from
the late government, so eloquently did it
between the lines testify to their far-
sightedness and good management of the
country’s affairs.

Respecting the mortgage tax, which as
a member of the late government al-
though without a portfolio, he could say
it had been the intention of that gov-
ernment to get rid of, he briefly explain-|i
ed the intricacies of the question involy-
ed, and referred to the fact that the late
government had arranged for the ap-
pointment of an expert commissioin to
report the best means for meeting the
difficulties underlying the repeal of the
tax.
had described the simplicity with which a
certain blacksmith’s helper«with his piece
of chalk had elucidated the proposition.
He (Mr. Pooley) thought that if his col-
league for Esquimalt would introduce
his friend the blacksmith’s helper, with
his piece of chalk, to the Finance Min-
ister and show him that it was so simple
a matter to save the material reduction |t
in the revenue that the abolition of this
tax would entail, the minister would
owe him a debt of everlasting gratitude.
One thing about the mortgage tax which
few appeared to understand had been
told him by the Registrar-General—and
this was that fully ninety per cent. of
the mortgage tax was paid, not by the
mortgagor after all, but by the mort-
gagee. He would be glad indeed if it
proved that the new government had
found a way to remove the difficulty that
the operation of-.this tax entailed con-
trary to the intention of the act, but
when the measure came before the house

upon whom the liff&d. burden would be |
placed—the poor farmer, the merchant or
the miner, for it would have to be made
up some way. Hg hoped the burden

sustain- it. Reverting to the member
for New Westminster City and his de-
claration of absolute independence, that
hon. gentleman had said that as soon as
he saw His Honor’s speech he had felt

presenting it. But before he had seen |t
the speech, it would be remembered, he
had gone over to take his place on the |
government side of the house, a pretty
good indication that he must have been
in the confidence of the government.
He (Mr. Pooley) was quite in accord
with the second member for Vancouver
(Mr. Macpherson) as to the desirability
of introducing legislation to prevent the
indiscriminate filing of election petitions
that had been witnessed this year. It had
never before been the practice in British
Columbia, but the fashion had been in-
troduced filing petitions by wholesale, to
which the now opposition had been fore-
ed to respond. He fully recognized that
a measure of the nature indicated would
be most acceptable to members on both
sides of the house and to the country.
As to the statement by Mr. Macpherson
that the new government held their
position by the voice of the peopl®, he
felt compelled to dispute the proposition.
There were innumerable precedents for
the ground that the government had a
right to take its defeat, if defeated, from
no other person or body than the legis-
lature—the representatives of the peo-
ple. He quoted several examples from
history for this contention, in one case
a government being. sustained  in its
right to wait for the assembly of par-
liament to take its dismissal at the hands
of the people, although the majority
against this government was 17 to 8. He
was glad that the government had seen
fit to present a speech so fully endorsing
the actions of the late administration,
and which he, as a member of the late
government, certainly could not oppose.

MR. ELLISON congratulated both
the mover and the seconder of the reply
and hoped that they would soon be heard
from again, on his side of the house.
The prosperity of the country, admitted
by the government in His Honor's ad-
dress, could not by any intelligent man
but be attributed in large measure to the
active, enterprising policy of the. late
government, and he hoped that their suc-
cessors would be wise enough not to
check the expansion and upbuilding of
the province by embarking in any cheese
paring, niggardly policy of false econ-
omy. The late opposition had made blue-
ruin their battle cry. Nothing was right,
nothing was going well; and yet the facts
proved how wisely the late government
had been acting when the revenue from
Kootenay alone had been brought from
$26,000 in a year to upwards of $400,-
000 in something less than a decade. The
development of Kootenay and of other
parts of the province had ‘not been as-
sisted but rather retarded by the con-
stant obstruction of the gentlemen who
now composed the government, so that
the progress and prosperity which they
noted with pleasure could not be ascribed
to their efforts by any manner of means.
He endorsed the necessity for fostering
the construction of railways to open up
and promote the development: of the vast
resources of the country, and hoped that
special attention. wonld. he given to the
Boundary country, which already gave
evidencé of mineral richness rivalling if

not surpassing that of the now '_'fa.m
"Kootenays. - He anticipated that ‘it ag_ ve

to see I

speak on the )
have done so but for the assertion that
the development of Kootenay had been

it his duty to support the government |thought this should be

BII‘. 7. .
amend the Placer Mining bill.

al appropriations made for
the opening up of the new sections of the

country, in one of which he knew person-

ally of 150 claims having been recently
recorded, and in another 100, where had

only a year ago been a wilderness.” He
had been elected as a supporter of the
Turner administration but he claimed to
be. just as free and independent as the
member for. New Westminster City, as
his voice and votes in the house would
show. €
to, he thought it very strange, if that
gentleman had not been elected as a
supporter of the Turner party, that the
present government should h:_u'e taken
the trouble to protest his election.
was significant enough for him as to the
standing of the member for Westmin-
ster at the time he secured election, and
he could not but feel that there had been
something specially attractive to carry
him over to the other side of the house—
a something of which his constituents
would have opportunity to speak later.

As for the hon. member refetred

This

KELLIE had mnot intended to
address, and would not

MR.

n large measure attributable to the far-

sighted liberality of the late government,
which assertion he denied.
had first entered the house eight years
ago, and had asked the then Premier,
Hon. John Robson, for an appropriation
of $100,000 to assist in the development
The junior member for Esquimalt jo¢ Kootenay, he had been asked if he
had gone crazy. Subsequent events had
shown that this estimate of Kootenay’s
future had not been an extravagant one,
and the time had come when Kootenay
was contributing infinitely more to .the
revenues of the provinee than it received
or had ever received. i
Kootenay was not due tg the policy of

‘When he

The upbuilding of

he last or any government, but to the

enterprise and energy of its miners and
citizens.
present government
from the last administration, he held that
—admitting this to be the fact—it only
showed that the country had ot a gov-
ernment at last with sufficient backbone
to carry through a policy that its prede-
cessors were afraid to inaugurate. He
had intended to say nothing at this stage
of the session, but he really could not
remain silent after being obliged to listen
patiently to all the “rot” that had been
spoken by members of the opposition.

As for the policy of the
having been stolen

There being no further desire to dis-

cuss the speech, the motion for the re-
members would logk very closely to see ply to His Honor was then put and car-

ried unanimously.
DEATH OF MR. NEILSON.
Premier Semlin, in connection with the

would fall on_the shoulders best able to | death: of the elected member for North
East Kootenay, read to the house a tele-
gram he had just received from Dr. D.
G. Lynch, of Almonte, certifying to the
death of Mr.
ary, and his burial on the 8th inst. He

Neilson on the 6th Janu-

taken by the
house as official notification of the death

of the member.

COL. BAKER’'S POSITION.
Col. Baker informed the house that he

also was in receipt of a telegram from
his agent S
there had been no transactions of any
kind with the government, and that his
qualification was not affected. He ac-
cordingly resumed his seat.

at Cranbrook, stating that

THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS.
Col. Baker inquired of the Finance

Minister when the house might expect
the public accounts, which usually were
presented on the first day of the ses-
sion.,

Hon. Mr. Cotton replied that the

Queen’s printer expected to have them
ready for presentation to the house to-
BOITOW.

PLACER MINIRG BILL.

The house then went into committee,
Booth presiding, on the bill to

In committee an interesting debate

was provoked by the inquiry of Mr. A.
W. Smith as to who was to draw the
line showing where
ceases and placer mining begins. He
saw here a door that would open to end-
less confusion.

hydraulic mining

The Attorney-General replied. that
while the act wounld authorize the lieuten-

ant-governor-in-council to grant leases to
aliens for
this would jn practice apply only to hy-
draulicking that of necessity called for
a large expenditure of capital on plant

all kinds of placer mining,

and labor—putting the mining on practi-
caily the same footing as quartz mining.

Mr. Smith further illustrated his point
with practical illustrations, and the At-
torney-General promised that regula-

tions would be introduced in the direc-

tion of preventing abuse of the privi-
lege contemplated. i

Mr. Smith also renewed his argument
as to the desirability of issuing_ different
forms of mining licenses to aliens who
might desire to engage in prospecting
for or working quartz properties, and
British subjects who would have the
privilege of engaging in either quartz or
placer mining. If the form of license
were the same, a man, on buying a
claim, could have no cprtainty of the
title of his property being good, for he
might buy from an American and after
the seller had gone away discover that
the man from whom he purchased had no
right to deal in a placer proposition.

To this the Attorney-General replied
that it would be impossible to carry out
the suggestion, as the government or its
agents would have no means of saying
whether or not an applicant for a license
was an American; and the government
could not be expected to guarantee titles,
which was in effect what the member
for West Lillooet asked for. He admit-
ted that frauds would no doubt be com-
mitted through there being no way 01;
preventing Americans taking out miners
licenses on making a false statement as
to their being ‘British . subjects.

‘Mr. Clifford inquired. if it was proposed
to make aliens ineligible for employment
at mages in the placer mimes of the

tive, ‘and the bill was then reported’
complete with: amendments, the report
being -adopted, and the third reading of
the bill set for the next sitting of . the
house, : i
GRAND JURORS BILL.

The house then returned to committee,
with Mr. Macpherson in the chair, on
the bill to reduce the panel of grand
jurors from 23 to 13.

Mr. Ellison suggested the incorpora-

-tion of a section providing for the pay-

ment of grand jurors, and was informed
that this would not be in order, as in-
volyving an expenditure of money.

Mr. Smith (West Lillooet) and Mr.
green a_]so spoke strongly in favor of
the justice of paying grand jurors in the
Same manner as petit jurors,

The bill was reportetd complete with-
out amendment, the third reading being
set for the next sitting of the house.

SMALL DEBTS ACT.

Hon. Mr. Martin, in moving the sec-
ond reading of the bill to amend the
Small Debts act, briefly explained the
several sections as being in the direction
of removing certain minor defects in the
bresent law and extending the benefits of
that measure.

T}xg second reading carried without op-
Dosition, the bill to be committed on
‘Wednesday.

MASTERS AND SERVANTS ACT.

Mr. Macpherson, in moving the second
reading o fhis bill to amend the Masters
and Servants act—a similar measure to
that which the same hon, member in-
troduced last session—explained that it
was for the purpose of extending the
benefits of the Dominion measure prohib-
iting the importation of contract labor
to the province from other provinces as
well as from foreign countries, providing
that no contract should be binding that
had been entered into prior to the com-
ing.of the servant into this country.

Col.. Baker opposed any legislation in
thg direction of facilitating or encour-
aging contract breaking.

No other opposition was offered, how-
ever, and the second reading carried, the
bill to be committed at the next sitting
of the house.

Prior to the adjournment, Col. Baker
took the opportunity of congratulating
Mr. Speaker on the increased dignity
given the house by his appearance in the
robes of his high office.

Mr. Speaker then ieft the chamber,
preceded in due form by the sergcant-at-
arms, bearing the mace, and the work of
the day was ended.

— T N
SESSIONAL NOTES.

A Telegraph Wire for the Convenience

of Members—The Small Debts Act—
Mr. Speaker’s Robe.

Mr. Speaker Forster has made an in-
novation in assuming the elaborate robes
of his office, and in following the custom
of the Commons in entering and retiring
from the chamber preceded by the ser-
geant-at-arms, bearing the mace. The
old-form members look upon the new for-
mality as increasing the dignity of par-
liament and be welcomed accordingly.
Others smile indulgently, sharing the sen-
timents of -the Attorne-General as to
useless pomp and circumstances.

The time fof receivnig petitions for
private bills expired on Monday and has
not been extended. The list of private
bills is therefore smaller than for many
years. The committee holds its next sit-
ting to-morrow at 10 a.m., when four
petitions for the incorporation of private
companies are to receive consideration.

For the convenience of the members of
the press as well as the legislators, the
C.P.R. Telegraph Company have estab-
lished a special office in the parliament
library. This example of enterprise
should entitle the company to what every
patronage the legislature offers.

The latest arrival in the press gallery
of the house is Mr. C. W. Jennings of
the Seattle Post-Intelligencer, who came
over from the Sound yesterday. There is
a movement for an organized press gal-
lery to do this session, and a meeting to
oat the business in form for presentation
to the just-formed press committee of the
house wwill be held at 1:30 to-day, Iirst
of all, the ,question of permanent ac-
commodation for house reporters de-
mands consideration.

Hon. R. E. McKechnie has not yet re-
sumed his seat although it is asserted
there is nothing significant in this fact,
and the statement is freely circulated in
the house that Hon. Mr. Hume will in
any event retire from the cahinet. at the
close of the present session, having de-
termined to try his fortunes i'n the At-
lin country, which hereafter will be clos-
ed to the enterprise of the American
placer miner. . el

When Col. Baker resumed his seat in
the house yesterday there was a hearty
round of applause joined in by both sides
of the house. :

The mining committee of the house is
to meet this morning.

The bill to amend the Small Debts act,
now before the house, contains no radi-
-al changes, Power is given to the exe-
cutive to empower two specially authpr
ized justices of the peace to deal with
Small Debts court business where de-
sirable in certain out-of-the-way locali-
ties; and steps are taken to prevent rival
magistrates competing for Small Debts
court business. It is also specifically
stated that neither solicitors, counsel or
any other form of lawyers’ fees shall pe
allowed in the Small Debts court; while
others besides the sheriff may be empow-
ered to serve the court papers when de-
sirable, the sheriff having a preference
in the work:

A large number of valuglble sugges-
tions have been received this year from
mining recorders and othel"s._ looking to
the improvement of the mining laws of
the province—already the model_for the
world. The gist of these suggestions !ms
been given the mining committee in print-
ed form, and will be used in the making
up of their suggestions for the house, of
desirable amendments. p

The government bill tp amend the Lan
Registry act by the introduction of what
is known as the Torrens system into
British Columbia, is practically the same
as the bill laid before the house several
vears ago by the late Hon. Theodore
Davie. He at that time was convinced
on looking carefully into the matter that
the present law was on the whole to be
préferred.

_
A GRAND TRUNK ENGINEER

SWEARS BY DR. CHASE'S KID-

NEY-LIVER PILLS.

Mr. Geo. Cummings, for over 29 years
engineer on Grand Trunk running be-
tween Toronto and- Allandale, says:—
“ The constant duty with my work gave
me excessive pains in my back, rgckmg
my kidneys. I tried several remedies un-
til' 1 was recommended by my fireman,
Mr. Dave Conley, to try Dr. Chase’s
Kidney-Liver Pills. Two boxes have
completely cured me and I
better. man than . ever. -

them to all my friends.

Hon. Mr. Martin answered in the nega- |

'THE DARDANELLES,
Rich Strike Reported—High Grade Ore
in Large Quantities,

A telegram from Manager Trethewey,
of the Dardanelles mine, announces that
a large body of high-grade ore has been
struck- between the sevemth and eighth
levels. The yein is 20 inches wide, The
lowest assay was 160 ounces of silver,
and the highest 860 ounces. The average
assay was 240: ounces: silver, with 57
ber cent. lead.. .This strike, added to
the others that have been recently made
will have a tendency to give' the stock
9; thls_company a new upward impetus.
The price has now been steadily.advanc-
ing for some time, ; ;

Bick Headache and relieveall the troubles nefe
dent to a bilious state of the system, such as
Dizziness, Nausea, Drowsiness, Distress after
eating, Pa‘in in the Bide, &c. While their most
Pelarkabie success has been shown in

“SICK

Headache, yet Carter’s Little Liver Pifls are
equally valuable in Constipation, curing and pre-
venting thisannoying complaint,while they also
correctalldisordersof thestomach,stimulate the
liver and regulate the bowels, Even if toey valy

— HEAD

Achethey would bealmostpricelessto those whe
Buffer from this distressing complaint; but fortu-
Dnately their, goodness does notend here,and those
who oncetry tiam will ind these little pills valu-~
ble in so many ways thas they will not be wil
todowithoutthem. Butafter allsick head

ACHE

#5the bane of 50 many lives that 1.1 is whese
Wemake nur greas koast. Our pillucurait whits
Otkers do not.

Larter's Little Liver Pillsare very small and
S T

e ctiy and do no o
purgs, but by thelr gentleaction pleaseall who
@se them. Inviglsat 25eents; fivefor $k. Sold
iy aruggists here, or sent by mail.

CARTER MEDICINE CO., New Yol
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Now that it is universally acknowledged
that my patent appliances positively
CURES RUPTURE, I invite the very worst
cases—infants, children and adults—no mat-
ter how bad you may be afflicted.

See what our leading physicians say:

Ottawa, December 20, 1868.

I have much pleasure in testifying to J.
L. Armstrong’s ability iu the mechaunfeal
treatment of Hernia or Rupture. He has
very successfully treated patients of mine,
ranging in age from a few months to 66
years of age. Most of these patients were
afflicted with very large unmanageable
Hernia, which failed to be relieved by all
the trusses tried. The principle of his pa-
tent appliance seems to be perfect. he
support is directed against the seat of the
rupture only, and ecan be manipulated to
retain accurately. I unhesitatingly recom-
mend Mr. Armstrong to the consideration
of the profession and the publie.

HENRY P. WRIGHT, M.D.,
102 Elgin street.

Ottawa, December 18, 1889.
J. L. Armstrong, Esq., Ottawa:

Dear Sir,—In my practice I necessarily
meet with many cases of Hernia or Rup-
ture. During the past 19 years I have had
occasion to use trusses of many paterns,
with the usual results obtained from belt
and sltinng trusses, viz., very unsatisfac-
tory. Until I recommended your patent ap-

liances adjusted by yourself, all have been
ﬁttle better than useless. I voluntarily re-
commend anyone afflicted with Hernia to
apply to you at once, and I have no doubt
that every intelligent physician, as he be-
comes aware of your ability to cure rup-
ture, will gladly recommend you to his
patients.

A, A. HENDERSON, M.D.,
414 Albert street.

FOR LADIES.

I have the privilege of referring you to
some most respectable persons cured by my
inventions, Including the wife of a min-
ister of the (Gospel; wife of a leading
lawyer, and wives of prominent merchants
of Ottawa.

I will be at the Victoria hotel, 19th to
23rd of January.

G. M. FARLEIGH, Specialist.
Armstrong’s Representative.
Call early.

B, VAR BOOK,

By R. E. GOSNELL

Cloth............s1 50 per copy
Paper Cover.. | 00 per copy

THE TRADE SUPPLIED.

This book contains very complete
historical, political, statistical, agri-
cultural, mining and general informa-
g tion of British Columbia. Profusely
g illustratea.
%
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