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WM only nineteen, and had'to obtain
the consent of both trustees In wrlt- 

' leg, or forfeit her entire fortune to a 
peck of greedy relatives. Pretending 
that hie suit was hopeless, Spiers ap­
parently lost all Interest In hie ward, 
and When she made a formal demand 
upon both trustees to be made ml*; 
tress, of her-fortune, on the' plea that 
she and her aunt-wished to go abroad, 
Caddlck absolutely refused unless she 
consented to marry one of hie needy 
clients, and transferred to hÿneeïf 
some fifty thousand pounds.-., By'tb* 
move he Calculated to shut out hi* 
rival -entirely, and, besides having a 
sweet revenge, hoped to pocktt a neat 
eues after foregoing his claim 
hgatnst your mother. He was out­
witted at every point by Spiers. The 
transfer was antedated, and, there­
fore, valueless, for the ward’s signa­
ture was not' In effect until after she 
entered into possession of her Artune. 
This she did the day after her mar-J 
rlage. In the meanwhile young Spiers 
had sold his Interest In the banking 
business, and Immediately assisted 
your wife to realise .her, property. 
Within one week after her marriage 
the two went away together, and 
wftta Caddlck discovered hew he had 
been duped, and at what a financial 
loss, he moped for two days, and 
finally died in this very chair!"

Sir Charles listened to this story 
with breathless eagerness. It was an 
extraordinary story of plot and coun­
terplot, and he was interested to 
learn In what position he stood now.

“Caddlck’s money went to some 
hospital,” continued Lupus and be left 

•the business to me. If Jr can number 
you among my clients, Sir'Charles, I 
shall always endeavor to serve you 
well,, and It may be that I am In a 
better position to unravel the tangle 
into which you weçe forced than any 
other man living."

“I believe you—I believe you,” the 
young baronet responded. “Now tell 
my position exactly. Lupus, you can­
not guess what this means to-ms?"

“I think I can, Sir Charles. It- 
comes to every man at some time In 
his life. You have met the woman you 
want to marry!”

Sir-Charles flushed redly. He won­
dered « It were possible for men like 
Ebenezer Lupus to understand the 
meaning of love.

After a few moments of considers-' 
tien, the lawyer went on:

“There is but one way out of this 
trouble If your wife Is still living, and 
that Is divorce.”

“That means a horrible story In all 
the papers!”

“I do not think so:
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with him. You know all the circum- 
stances 7’

Mr. Lupus nodded.
“Perhaps you can tell me what has 

become of her?"
“Your wife?”
A spasm of pain contracted ttfc* 

young man’s features. A week or two 
since he could have heard the words 

with the utmost indlffer-
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The Picnic 'your wife,
now their significance was, hor­

rible.
“Is it possible that you have-not 

heard from her, or of her In any way, 
Sir Charles?” continued Mr. I^uppus.

“Not one word since the day I mar­
ried her. I would give anything to 
get rid of the bonds that bind me to 
that woman. If you know anything, 
Lupus, I will pay you well. I am my 
own master now; I have put my af­
fairs on a business footing, and can 
.find a reasonable amount of money 
for the purpose of setting this mar-* 
rlage aside, If such a thing Is pos­
sible without publicity. It was no 
marriage in' the sight of Heaven. I 
never spoke to the girt I never even 
looked at her.”

“I know—I know.”
A «sudden light had come^lntq the 

eyes of Ebenezer Lupus, and he grin­
ned. The distortion of his features 
could not be called a laugh.
■ “I think that I am your man,” he 
Said, with a chuckle, "if you have 
money to work with. I have very, little 
capital, as Jabez Caddlck merely left 
the bare business connection. I 
should require to draw pretty liberal­
ly In advance."

“Upon what grounds do, yon base 
your hopes?” was the eager question.

"It Is a complicated story,” Lupus 
replied, “and the girl you married was 
not his daughter at all. He never had 
any children. Her correct name was 
Lucy Banklin, and she was left at the 
age of fifteen heiress1 to a vâst. sum 
of money. Something like a hundred 
and fifty thousand pounds. She lived 
with an aunt, and the property wm 

in the hands of ■ two trustees until 
Miss Banklin wae twenty-one years 
old. These

ence
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CHAPTER XVII.

I Sit Charles followed Mr. Lupus In 
! a dazed, mechanical sort of way. 
! Jabez Caddlck gone!

He could scarcely realize it. All 
! else was exactly the same, even to a 
scratch on one of the frosted window 
panes. He had been struck by its ab­
surd likeness to a monkey's face five 

! years ago.
He eat down, and Mr. Lupus took 

the chair wherein he first saw Jabea 
1 Caddlck.

"Where shall I be able to find Mr. 
i Caddlck?” he asked. "Has he retired 
!-from business?”

“Yes, Sir Charles, a long time ago—
I almost five years ago. I didn’t want to 
shock you, hut the fact is, sit, you/ 

! father-in-law Is dead!”
Hastings started. He was astonleh-’led, and had never anticipated this.
“You surprise me,” he said.
"I wrote full particulars to you, 

Hut the letter came back, and I judged 
[that you had gone abroad.”

"Ha! I remember that letter. I

there can be 
no defense. The woman's guilt is so 
certain. She went away with Spiers 
and neither has since been heard of, 

’to my knowledge.”
"What became of the aunt?”
“She wefit with them, I suppose,” 

replied Lupus. “Of course, the pro­
ceedings will obtain a certain amount 
of publicity. If there should be any 

■ defense, it will be too weak to hold 
water, but we muet be prepared for 
all emergencies, In the first place, I 
suggest that we employ an astute de­
tective to trace the movements of 
Spiers and your wife. The «italien
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EVENING MEDITATIONS.

n
“l Often in the

quiet gloam- 
- lng by my cot­

tage door I sit. 
ftom my tangled 
whiskers comb­
ing ohlnchbugs, 
eandburs, dus t 
and grit. And 
I see the people 
chasing to some 
silly maudlin 
show; all dlver- 

MAPOM sion-mad they’re 
racing, on their errands vain they go. 
Where the garish lights are burning 
In a long parade they tramp; no one’s 
reading, no one’s learning, banished 
is the evening lamp. In my youth X 
read the pages writ by men of mighty 
domes, for there were no movie 
stages calling children from their 
homes . When the Evening chores
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A very pretty fashion Is that Which 
sponsors the black taffeta slip warn 
under an embroidered overdress.

Here le a watch that makes a dis­
tinct forward step In producing a 
practical timepiece at a popular price. 
Full 16 size Bridge Model, 7 Jewels, 
closely timed and adjusted, «screw 
back and bzel, solid nickel case. A 
watch of absolutely new design. Oval 
pendant. A type of bow usually found 
only In high priced watches. Low 
crown with «lean-cut knurls.

Neat, Strang, Durable—and the most 
remarkable vaine we have ever 
•Herad.

PRICE $12.00.

orns?trustees were Jabea Cad- 
dick, and the junior partner in "Spiers 
Bank—Alfred Spiers. As Mies Rank- 
lln approached womanhood, both 
trustees conceived the Idea of marry­
ing her for the fortune she *u pos­
sessed o?”

“I thought that Caddlck was al­
ready married,” . Interrupted Sir 
Charles. ' ,

“Yes, but his wife died within a 
year of her marriage.”

“Pray, go on! Ob, If there la hope 
for me I shall be the happiest of men.”

“It was soon apparent to Caddlck 
ÏWrôred Spiers, 
brain to work to
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