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MAKING MONEY FOR THE
FARMERS.,

Tenders are to be called within a
month for the construction of 120
miles of the Hudson Bay raiiway. The
road is to be built by the govern-
ment. It will probably be also oper-
ated as a government line. In any
event, the government as owner of
the rcad, will. be able to control the
conditions and charges of traffic, and
to make a romd as it should be-—2a
highway to. the sea for Wwestern pro-
‘dlicts en route .to thd Old Land mar-
Kels,” A ¢ent pér bushel cut off the
cost of transp\)rtatxon is a cent added
to the value of éach bushel of wheat
grown on the prairies. If the Hudson
Bay ra!lway does 'mot ‘increage- the
value of vhe western wheat crop the
fauft’ ‘will not lie with -the govern-
megt.. The route -is to be given a
cha.m_e to prove its commercial util-
ity. If it proves approximately as
hseful #5{there’tis reasom; to: expecl,
it will put millions into the pockets
of the western farmers in the course
of tahe next decade.

e TSAPPOINTMENT:

Cr)lone‘ Samuel , Hughe@, M. P, wili
fiot be included in the party accom-
panying Mr. Borden on his western.
touf.. 'This i§ most unfortunate. The
Colonel would have been warmly wel-
comed by the 'Gfain Growers] to say,
notning ot the eutertainment which
would havc ‘béen pronded for him by
some Roman Catholies who remembei
his_'a.s_snu,lt upoa {be Irench priests.
Considering the kind and extent of in-
terést: the Cdlofiel has taken in  the
West, #nd the quality and quantit)
of interest- western people have in
the Colohel, it'is mothing short of crue.
that he ghould_ve packed off across
the Atlantic while his leader and =z
band ; gf, assogiates are coming out tu
tell-us how and how much the opposi-
tion have our welfare at heart. What
has the West done to be. deprived oi
the  pieasure of entertaining the
coighar " © '

Tl-qﬁ‘ PECULIARITY OF LOYALTY.

Loyalty is a peculiar 'thing. - Iis
pezuliarity is that when it affects
one’s pocket he is not bound to pay
any.attention to it but is still at lib-
erty to demand that his fellow coun-
trymen shall ferego material advant-
ages in the interests of national in-
tegrity or seeurity.

The campaign azzinst reciprocity is
a case in point. It is urged againsi
the agreement that if the Canadian
firmers are allowed to ~ sell - their
ghain and cattle in the Unijted States
that théy might become affected with
tire dizloyalty germ, and in _time come
tq_\vant to have their country annex-
Atfite the Republic; wherefore, it is
abgued, the farmess should forezo the
material benefit they would get from
gelling their products in the markets
of the Republic lest the flood of Am-
efican dollars should wash away the
foundations of their patriotism.

PBut who is it that urges this upon
‘the farmers, and how do their own
actions coincide with the doctrines
théy propound for others? Promin-
ent among the teachers of this duty of
self sacrifice for country’s sake are
some of the prominent bankers, rail-
wady-men, packers, grain dealers and
mafinfacturers of the Dominion. And
do these refrain from trading in tne
United ' States lest they should be
contaminated by the infeetion of re-
pub_liquism‘and come to yearn for
anfi‘aiation? Do the bankers not lend
moéiey te the Americans whose politi-
eal ambitions they declare so inimica.
to -4He+ Deminion’s -security? - Do the
mevetiants tefyze to do a turn ia the
markets across the bor ler when the:
see .a chance to ‘pry loose a few dol-
ta. m, irom . some: American foruune’
Do - the‘ manufacturers rofuse to fill
an - order from an American customer
'w'hen one is sent in?

’l'hal iy wuere the peculiarity of this
th: ng thac is called loyalty comes in,
wEach (.t Lhcae insists on his own righ:
410 mll 'md buy in the Republic if he
warits to, and does not admit that in
domv so ‘n’e“ts‘in any way endanger--
ulnﬁfthe ..ohd‘ity of  his affection for
Great Dritain or admitting any insidi-
. oudYove Tor the institutions and ways
T t‘ﬁé‘”ﬁvx)nirﬂr‘ to- Wi him to a" de-
siie for annexation. Yet, while con-
tid engiae Ahedntegrity of his-own loy-
*ﬂ'tp‘ He-camios bring himself. to think
“‘UMLL-’h"E reitows cilivens are equally
Iowﬂa Mournted ‘on ‘the  assumption

thdt he is difie ent from and &upcerior
to, the common herd, he proceeds to?
l‘@n ‘bycl;)e;s W hereyer Lusine s offers,

bylaw to provide money for the pur-
chase of a site for stock yards could
be pdstponed for say a week. This
wotld enable the council to make a
thorough examination of the offer
made of a free site northwest of th2
city. The opportunity to save more

than one ‘hundred thousand dolla.rs!ment_

will likely impress itself on the minds
of many voters, perhaps to the exclu-:

. been taken - into
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THREE GREAT POWERS INSTEAD

OF TWO. |

Toronto Globe: The news that the
draft arbitration treaty prepared by
the United States Government hag
consideration by

,France as well as by Great Britain

i
!

comes as an agreeable disappoint-
Apparently the outcome is
now expected to be three agree-

ments: ocne between the United Stateg

sion of other phases of the question | 2nd Great Britain, one between the

which are equally important.
The.site offered free has the advant-
age of railway communication equally ;

United States and France, and one
between France and Great Britain.
This' may not bind the three powers
mto a single pact, but the moral

as good as that of the one it is pro- I effect of this tripartite arrangement

posed to purchase.
+yantage of being a considerable dist-;
ance from the present packing plant
and the probable site of future plants.
Industries of this kind have a habit of
grouping themselves together,
yards situated near them would un-
doubtedly facilitate business, as
against yards situated some distance
away. The site which is offered free
has the other drawback that while it
would be ample for several years, if
the stock business here amounts to
what it should amount to we would

property to enlarge it—at. high prlce
These things considered, the rree

eostly—in outlay and poorer accom-
modation combined—than the one we
are asked to pay for. At any rate the
matter is well worth looking into. A
delay such as suggested would allow
the council to go into it thoroughly
and give an authoritative exposition
of the question which must do much
to settle public opinion. = Unless that
is done, a great many nratepayers are
iikely to vote against the bylaw simply
because a free site is offered, And if
the bylaw. were turned down, and the
free site then found unsuitable, the
whole project would be’blocked. for a
time.

wWOULD THEY?
The Opposition signalized the last

by absolutely blockading two matters
of immense importance to the West
and particularly to the western farm-
¢rs. They refused to allow a clause
in amendment of the Railway act to
pass, the object of which was to make
Jhe railway companies more directly
ind certainly liable for cattle Kkilled
on their tracks; and they blocked de-
liberately ;and persistently the bill
proposing to establish a .commission

as the Railway Commission supervises
<he opération of railways.
The first of these was a clause

vest authority in Canada as to the
proper methods of fixing the liabil-
ity, and thq man in whose hands lay
the power to carry into execution the
:aw he proposed. The clause was

Agriculture for the Dominion and was

he object the farmers had in mind.
All this was told the House plainly and

and on one pretext or another refused
to allow it to go through. e
was ‘“‘talked out” until the time allot-
ted to the bill was up and the bill had
to pass without the clause or not 'at
wll, IFor the time, therefore, ' the
rarmers are in exactly the position
ihey have been

peration of elevators .under the su-
pervision-of a commission correspond- |

raflways into line with the rights of
<he public It ~was blockaded ~as
promptly and strenuously as the Rail-
way act amendment. Mr. Haggart, of
Winnipeg, even had the effrontery to

Grain Exchange asked for it. The bill

and it's other spokesmen with the
Yet on a wire from the Exchange the |

had to be dropped until the House re-
assembles, by which time the Ex-
change will probably have fixed up the

are to make against it. The farmers
are, therefore, in precisely tne posi-
tion they have been in as regards the
elevators, and even should the bil[ be
.;.llo\\ed to pass when the House meets ;
again’ it is doubtful if the commx-smn
can be ‘created in time to give the
farmers the benefit during the present
season.

It seems pertinent to ask if there is
any measure of value to the western
farmers to which the Opposition are

themselves. The reciproecity agree-
ment they have fouzht for mon.us in
Parliament and out of it thc:ug,h
knowing, that in the western country
at least it is overwhelminzly approved
and that to the western farmers it

western Opposition members even

too, those of them who have had

couraze e¢nough to say . where they
+stand on the mattér.
“uncompromising hostility,” as Mr.

_the avhlle he dechuims against others Borden puts ity to a measure which

Heing' alioyved Lo de ihe same. He is
pruof, ag. he professes, . against the
erm: which he says. would attack the
’ larmox‘é' if they are allowed to do as
he do‘é‘ 'l‘hat {s thc- peculiarity of
on‘ﬂtsf hg' It is prefiched to us today, |
% 3 lreedom is nourishment for
me, but it wéuid be p-ioen for you:”
‘1'!121‘; i the sum and substance of the

nrument- s

P
3 Mﬁﬂﬂ:ﬂ moKmG INTO.
It’ y:omd be well if the voting on the

means more in the way of improving
markets than anything Parliament has
previously done for the western farm-
ers, comes the equally ‘“‘uncompromis-
ing hostility” to the establishment of
an elevator commission, and to put-
nlng responsibility squarely upon the
railway companies for the cattle they
'kill. Some one should introduce a
mesolution that the western farmer be

“'allowed to draw his breath, just to sec
. if the Opposition would oppose that

. too.

week of the session before the recess

would be of immense benefit. The |

On top of this|

It has the disad- | on the jest of the world will be just

as great as the inclusion of the three
;nations in one offensive gnd defensive
alliance. 3 i

Already the way for an arbitration
treaty between Great Britain and

and ! prance has been thoroughly paved by

{the understanding arrived at in the
reign of the late King Edward VIL
There are at present no outstanding
causes of irritation befween the two
countries, and if they enter into the
proposed treaty now ng future mis-
understanding can prove a serioug
menace to international peace. There

ihas been between the people . of

1

site might in the long run be Mmore |

| teel grateful.
o supervise the operation of elevators | Germany cannot listen to disarma-

drawn up by the chairman of the'
Railway Commission, undoubtedly the

shown fo the head of the Council of ,

agreed to by him as fairly embodying |

repeatedly, and still the Opposition set :
themselves in array against the clause !

The clause .
‘to show that the peace
"has taken hold of the

t

i

in the future have to buy additional | France and the people of the United

States a friendship almost unbroken
since the aid afforded by General
Lafayette and his friends, with the
connivance of the French government’
in the years 1777 1t is haraly
too much to say that but for the
encouragement his services brought
to the revolutionary army the cause
of American jndependence would
have been ‘submerged in disaster
witin two years after the declaration
of 1776. For a short time early in
the history of the nation an unwise
French minister a3t Washington caus-
ed trouble, but that left no bad last-
ing eflects, There is not another
country in the world more likely to
find it easy to accept President Taft’sg
provisional offer, |

The onlooker mnaturally inquireg
what js to be the effect on Germany
of such a triangular combination of
powers for the promotion of general
peace. One answer came-a few days
ago from Berlin in the form of &
speech by 1lmperial Chancellor Beth-
man-Hollweg, who took time by the
forelock in telling the world in gen-
eral and the German people in par-
ticular what he regarded as the pro-
per Germah view of the new situa-
tion. In reply to petitions from his
own fellow-citizens for relief from
the burden of militarism he told them
that pno serviceable disarmament for-
mula has yet been found, and that if
effective means of promoting peace
be discoverecd he will be the first to
He gave reasons why

ment proposals, and added: “Ir you

| ask us Germans to put limits to our

naval and military expansion, you
must first give us that international
status to which the unrestficted
growth of our armaments would in
our belief have ultimately enabled us
to attain.” This is -an- -absolutely
cynical and cold-blooded declaration
that armaments must go on increas-
ing and that the tinancia] strain must
go on intensilying until Germany has
acquired all the territory she ought
to have. -

1f this is the answer of the German
people to the world at large, then

i from the world at large will in due

time come an effective rejoinder.
But there is tfortunately no reasons
to believe that this js the real atti-
tude of the German nation; in {fact,
there are many. indications which go
movement
masses in
Germany, and sooner or later they
will have their way. They feel the
finandial strain as severely as others
do, and they will jnsist on relief.

"The Grain -Act proposed to put the THE END OF THE COMMISSIONER

. SYSTEM. {
Whatever comes of the present

ing to the board which has So eﬂ‘l— trouble between the council and the
ciently brought the operation or the commissioners, one thing has alre'ldy

come which in itself reduces the com-
mission system to an absurdity and a
sham. 1t has been established thata

‘ council is justified in appointing new

arguments they were to use against it. | jtue, and

bill was held up in the House, and th

L

i

|

line of argument their representatives '

commissioners to swamp the votes of

‘tell the House that the reason delay the executive, whenever the views of |
was demanded was that the Winnipeg the aldermen are at divergence with

those of the commissioners. The

had been in the Senate for weeks, and ! merits and circumstances of the pres-
the Grain Exchange had had all the ent row aside, the establishment of
time it needed to prime Mr. Haggart that point absolutely robs the com-

missioner system of vitality and vir-
reduces it to a machine no
! petter than the old one and worse in
at it has more wheels to grease. I
Edmonton adopted the commission-
er gystem for two purposes: to secure

| the mandgement of the civic utilities

by men of experience dand capacity;
and to put a barrier in the way of

ialdermen with axes to grind, It was

&
i

I

!

not ready to immediately oppose'

1}

have had the hardihood to oppose it, |

|
i

recognized that the most capable exe-
cutive is not always the most popular
man; so the appointment of the com-
{ missioners was given o the council
instead of being kept in the hands of
the electors. 1t was apprehended that
aldermen might not always be free
from personal or political motives; so
it was provided that the commissicn-
ers should have what in practice am-
ounts to a veto in the expenditure of
pubiic money. By making the com-
missioners on the one hand independ-
ent ot the public, and on the other in-
dependent of the council, it was
hoped to have the management of civie
business in the hands of men who
would be capable, and:who would also
Le fre¢c fiom the demands of alder-
men..

1t is no part of 1ns paper 1o ar-
raien the motives underlying the i p-
pumtment of the new commissioners.
These are assumed to he in every way
worthy, whether mistaken or not. Put
the trouble is that what is done this
year from a good motive may be re-
peated next year from a bad one. A
precedent. is a precedent, and it does
not hold that the motive must be the
same or of i1e same character. What
an honest man does this year with a
public-spirited purpose, a thief or a
“bosg’”’ may do next yvear from the
most sordid 'of purposes, That is
where the damage is done by the pre-
cedent set in appointing commission-
ers for the purpose of making the
will of the council effective against

the judgment of the commissioners.

)

It is not that the action ia this in-
stance is wrong or . springs from
wrong motives, but that it sets a pre-
cedent which may and assuredly will
be copied with brazen assurance by
those who have far’other ends to
serve than those of the public weal.

What, for instance, will be the
thought in the mind of the man who
comes to take one of the positions on
the executive which it is proposed to
make vacant? What will be his atti-
tude of mind toward the conduct of
the civic “affairs and his own rela-
tiong with the aldermen? Will he
understand that long life and hap-
piness are the rewards of the com-
missioner who governsg himself with
gingleness of purpose, who maintaing
the strict integrity of his convictions
regardless even of whether members
of the council agree with him or not?
Not a bit of it. If he has brains
enough to be a commissioner he will

note the teaching of the precedent so

lately established; that the pathway
of peace is the pathway of undeviat-
ing agreement with ‘the aldermen;
whether his views are theirs, or
whatever he may think of their mo-
tives. What then becomes of the assur-
ance. we were supposed to get from
this systém that we should have hon-
est and efficient adminijstration of at-
fairs, jf men are to take up the duties
of office with this thonght in mind?
Fop purposes of -illustration, let us
suppbse that some time in the dim
and distant future a group of gentle-
men are elected to the council whc
think they know better than the com-
missioners how the civic utilities
should be managed, how the power
house should be run, the street rail-
way, and the other services. It was to
guard uys against the consequences of
such electoral mistakes that the
commissioner system was adopted.
But in what position will the commis-
sioners be 'after the precedent now
set? Will they be fortified in resisting
alterations which they know to be
again in the dim and
inimical to the utilities or unjust to
the public? Not likely. . But suppose
they are unusually hard-headed men
and refuse to “lie down’ be.ure the
demands of the aldermen, what will
happen? Simply this, the council will
meet, and appoint a few new com-
missioners to out-vote the men who
know,—pointing to the action of the
council of 1911 as justification. Where
then is the assurance we were sSup-
posed to have that the men who know
how to manage sSuca;enterprises will
be allowed to do so?
distant—that an alderman gets elect-
ed who has something to sell the city,
but which the commissioners think is
not as good as c¢an be got elsewhere,
or as cheap as can be procured from
some one else. 'What will be the po-
sition ' of the commissioner when the
aldermanic salesmaniappears on the
scene and demands that his deal go
through right or wrong? Given that
the commissioner Will be human;
what is he likely to do? Refuse the
demand and run the, gauntlet of dis-
missal; or shut both eyes, reach out
for a share of the rake-off, and let
the deal go through? Is he not the
more likely to be inclined to the latter
course by his knowledge that the
former would be useless; that the
alderman by stirring up a few col-
leagues could secure the appointment
of new commissioners and put the
deal through anyway? What under
those  circumstances ,has become: of
the assurance we were supposed to
have that the commissioners would
stand between the city treasury and

{the possibility of a dishonest alder-

man - sometime
council ?

Take another case—the most men-
acing of all—tHat of the aldermanic

getting into the

“boss,”” the man who wants the pub-

lic services run not to serve the
people who have to foot the bills, nor
to make ends meet, but to get the
votes of a faction, an element, or a
section for himself. When this gentle-
man appears with his proposal that
a ‘“goose pasture” street railway line
shall :be built through a piece of pro-
perty in which some powerful friend
is interested ,what is likely to be the
thought in the mind of the commis-
sioner who remembers this precedent
of ‘19117 What but that he is really
powerless, that the alderman ‘may
secure the appointment of a few new
members to the board and put the job
through in face of anything he can
do? Or suppose it is the extension of
a publi¢ improvement for which no
referen~e to the ratepayers has to be
made. Where then is the guarantee
We \\'rr.p suppoced to have that the
expenditure of mohey mwould be
through the hands of two independ-
ent Lodies ,and that the oné would
check the other?
Jt may as well be admitted that the
comrmissioners are no.longer com-
They are simply to do
whit aldermen bid—whecther they
know it to he wise -or unwise, and
whether they think the motive to be
z00d or bad. The charter of course
left it in the hands of the council to
1uin the eommissioner system in this
fashfan whenever a council was pre-
pared to do so. The framers of the
charter apparently thought some at-
tertion would be paid to its spirit.and
intent, as well as to its bare letter,
Jn this they seem neot to have e¢can-
vassed the possibilities as thoroughly
as they might have done. Now that
the rninot'~n has heen brought about
there remains only onc of two thines
10 be done—to get rid of the present
svs'em as. quickly as possible, either
that, or to . secure. an :lmendment
which  will prevent any council
“swamping’”’ the executive whenever
thev feel inclined to do so. A breach
in the unwritten portion of the char-
ter having been made, we need in-
dulge no delusion that it will not be
widened. The only thing to do is to
change the system entirely or block
up  the  Dbreach: effectively and
promptly.

PORTLAND CEMENT OR
PATRIOTISM?

Cement costs a dollar per barrel
more in Winnipeg than in Minneap-
olis. The Free Press calculates that
of this dollar the railways take sixty
cents and the cement merger forty. If
its calculations are gorrect the merger
is neither the sole nor the chief agent
in making the price of this material
burdensome in the West. But the
duty is perhaps easier got at than the
freight rates; and a reduction of the
duty would help to bring about a re-
duction in the freight rates. With a
substantially lowered duty the Can-
adian roads would have to either cut
their rates or see the whole cement
business of the west go to the United
States mills and railways. For this
reason a propcsal to reduce the Jduty
would doubtless bring upon the ven-
turesome proposer the imputation of
high treason from those lordly loyal-
ists who seem to consider the West
the special and appointed preserve of
the eastern capitalist. However, hav-
ing already been read out of the list
of patriots by these self-chosen cus-
todians of the country’s destiny, the
western people might as well take the
plunge again and go in for cheaper
cement as well as the reciprocity
agreement.

ANOTHER OF THE MISSING ONES.

Hon. Geo. E. Foster is not to ac-
company Mr, Borden on the western
tour. This is unfortunate, nearly as
much so as the absence of Colonel
Sam Hughes. Mr. Foster—Ilike the
Colonel—has ‘had something to say
recently about the Grain Growers
which can hardly have done other
than awaken in the members of that
organization a deep desire to extend
the glad hand of welcome to the first
lieutenant of the Opposition chief. In-
deed it is safe to assure the Honor-
able Gentleman that nowhere in this

broad Dominion would his appearance

provoke more profourd asatisfaction
than among the farmers of the West.
They yearn after him with a3 yearning
very much akin to the longing in their
minds to look upon the face of the
famous warrior from Lindsay, Ont.
Mr. Foster came at the Grain Grow-
ers by a different route, but he got
there just the same as the Colonel.
He thought them an over-weening,
over-ambitious lot, and succeeded in
making it quite clearly understood.
They asked for incorporation as a
company, with powers declared to be

‘no broader than they could have se

cured by the simple expedient of tak-
ing cut papers under the Companies’
act.. But the powers were broader
than those needed by men who in-
tended to do nothing more than grow
grain; which Mr. Foster seemed to
think all that the Grain Growers were
entitled to be allowed to do. He went
after their bill with both feet, inci-
dentally dropping the assurance that
he did not care a rap that it was the
Grain Growers who asked for it. The!
Grain-Growers are western people,
and the conclusion seems to be that
the Opposition does not care a rap
what the western people want. Natur-
ally, therefore, we should like to have
Mr. Foster with us for a time. How-
ever the wealthy gz2ntlemen whuo tried
to run him out of the ceronation con-
tingent fell down, and he is off to
London to see the sig‘hts. Perhaps.
after all, he will have a pleasanter,
though assurediy not a more lively
time, than we should have been able
to give him in the West. Anyway, he
will not be forgotten when his re-
spected leader gets around to telling
us how much the Opposition is con-
cerned about our welfare. ‘

ONE LOYAL BAND. g
To the Moose Jaw Conservatives
belongs the distinction of being the
first local branch of the party to ex-|
tend to Mr. Borden the assurances
customary and appropriate to the oc-
casion of his approaching visit.
few days ago the party there met and
put in the form of a resolution an|
expression of their general approval)
of the leader and his doings; adding:
for the sake of explicitness a rider
declaring their entire satisfaction with |
his stand of ‘‘uncompromising hostil-l
ity” to reciprocity. ' That is a per-
formance which entitles the Moose
Jaw Conservatives to some notice,
even from fair-minded qpponents. The
more so, that those who might natur-
ally be expected to do them the
hounors do not seem willing to fulfil
the expectations.. T'o raise a lene voice
for trade restriction in a country cr)
ing out for market: and more markets
is an undertaking reguiring an
amount of hardihood and self-assur-
ance. To do so at g time when the
leader of the movement for trade
restriction is about to invade the
trade hungry area, is a service to that
gentleman not to be underestimated.
Yet we do not note that 1he‘ Conserva-
tive papers of the country are shower-
ing boquets upon the Conservatives of
Moese Jaw. We search the editorial
columns vainly for praises of their
courage, thanks for théir word of
cheer to a wearied and worried lead-
ér, or admonitions to other local
branches of the party to follow their
heroic lead. This hardly seems fair
to the Moose Jew Conservatives: to
say nothing of its shocking indiffer-
ence te the advertisement of the par-
ty’s trade policy. There, indeed,
seems to be the sticker—the western
Conservative papers do not scem to
think much of the party’s trade poli-
cy, or if they do they have a most
curious way of showing their aflfec-
tion for it by treating it with con-
spicuous silence. There is not, there-
fore, much chance of the Moose Jaw

[

Sick - headache results from a dis-
¢Cered condition of the stomach, anid
can be cured by the use of Chamber-
lain’s Stomach and Liver Tablets Try
it For Sale by Druggists everywhere.

e

{
{ bargain was submitted to

precedent catching on. It seems prob-
able that the lonely distinction the
Robin Hoods have won ,they will be
allowed to retain. However, let” Mr.
Borden be duly grateful. Moose Jaw
Conservatives are loyal to him. They

too, want trade restricted, instead of |

allowed to expand. They will vote
against reciprocity.

A COMPARISON OF FINANCE.
Strathcona Plaindeaier — Recently

the cities of Strathcona and Edmon- |

ton issued their annual financial
statements. Edmonton’s statement is
for the year ending Oect., 31st, /1910,
and Strathcona's for the year ending
Dec. 31st, 1910. Not only because the
dates do not correspond, but also be-
cause the classification of accounts is

different in some respects, .it is diffi- |

cult to make a comparison of the two
statements. There are, however, some
points in which they can be compar-
ed with a fair degree of accuracy. At
this time when there is so much talk
of union of the two cities of advant-
age and disadvantage to be derived

from such union, comparisons are in- |

teresting.

| Edmonton has
bearing utilities which Strathcona does
not possess, but up to the present time
at least the advantage from a financial
point of view is with the city which
is not responsible.for the maintenance
'of the street railway and telephone
system, but has all the advantages to
be derived from their existence as
modern conveniences. While the tele-
phone department shows a surplus of
revenue over expenditure to the city
of Edmonton of $9,086, the street
railway shows a deficit of $29,269,
thus the two utilities taken together
show a deficit of $20,183, which must
be miet in some way by the general
funds of the municipality. Union of
the two cities would result in a greater
deficit in the street railway depart-
ment by reason of the reduction of
interurban rates to single fares, an
event which will come into effect upon
the completion of the C P. R. bridge
any way.

Let us turn now to revenue-bearing
utilities which each city owns, viz.,
electric light and power. plants, and
water systems. We find that Edmon-
ton's electric system produced a profit
of $10,948 last year, while that of

Strathcona had a balance on the right |

side of $123, paid its way and just a
trifle more. Edmonton’s waterworks
had a deficit of $9,491 and Strath-
cona’'s a deficit $1,281. Edmonton’s
water deficit put against her electric
surplus leaves a net profit on the two
of -$1,457.
plus put against her water deficit
leaves a net shortage of $1,158, or a
balance on these two utilities of $2,-
615 in favor of Edmonton, which on
such a great volume of business may
be considered only nominal.

These figures do not show in any
way the capital invested in these
utilities, and that in Edmonton there

are many thousands of dollars locked |

up in machinery that is absolutely

non-productive and useless, while a |
vastly -lesser investment in machinery |
in Strathcona id efficient and actually |

in operation .

We are able to make some compari-
sons of the non-revenue producing de-
partments of the civic administra-
tion; the police and fire departments |
for example—and the figures are in-
teresting. Strathcona has probably
6,000 people and Edmonton 25,000.

Stratheona’s police protection, which @

we Lelieve was quite as efficient as
that of the sister city, cost $3,201.70
f¢r the year 1910, while Edmonton’s
cost $29,903.37, or nine times as much,
while the population is only four
times as great.

Strathcona’s fire protection Ilast
year -cost $5,925 while that of Edmon-
ton cost $43,365. Here again we see
a -cost to the larger city far and
away beyond the relative popula-
tions,

A CONTRAST.
Toronto Star: Strange things  are

said in the heat of controversy. For!

instance, that the reciprocity agree-
ment is being forced upon the people,
while the Canadian Pacific Railway
popular
vote. The people pronounced nei-

A ) ther upon the details nor upon the

principle of the <Canadian Pacific
Railway arrangement. Until June,
1880, it was supposed that the
Government would construct the
railway. Then it began to be hint-
ed that a syndicate would undertake
the work; and in October, 1880,
without authority from = Parliament

or people, the Macdonald Govern-|
bargain with thei

ment made its
syndicate.
Parliament was assembled in De-
cember to ratify the agreement, but
it was well understood that this was
a mere matter of form. Mr. Blake
tried to have the beginning of the

]
certain = revenue-

Strathcona's electric sur- |

[ Parliamentary discussion
t-until Janu , “in view of the 1
tude and gravity of the
presented,” but his amendment
defeated by a party vote,
agreement was rushed th
breakneck ed. All the
could do was to make use
Christmas vacation to ex
terms to the people.

Iebruary, 1881, after

cussion, the le ition 1

{ ed through all its st:

| try had been committe
$25,000,000, an enorn

those days of smal] things, ¢

, twenty-five million acres

gift of completed Goverr
ways worth at least $28,00(
monopoly of gigantic pror
and the exemption of all the rai
Jands from taxation,

On January 26, 1911, it was
nounced in the House of Comm
that an agreemnt had been made
siving away the lands or the
of the people of Canada, but re
the people of Canada from taxat
not imposing g monopoly, but
ing restriction in trade; not exem
ing a railway from its fair AT
taxation, but removing a little
tion from the shoulders of the peo
| of Canada; not imposing burdens and
restrictions on the Western' farmers
but allowing them to sell their wheat
and oats where they please; not im-
pusing burdens and res trummt on thq
peo yple of Eastern C but all

ing them to buy nwi 1 mml \\h:.

they please. This agreement 1
measure of liberty for C
already been twice as lor
liament as the Canadian Pa
way bargain, with its gifts
money and privileges
And yet the Mail and
the cry of “liberty in n
Mr. Borden is placed on a p
a new kind of Hampde
who will fight to the de
tion and taxation.

It may be that this outcry is
to a genuine conversion to democr
ideas; that the same people who
willing to put fetters on the p«
without their consent, have now be¢-
jcome so sensitive about liberty that
they will not even knock off the
ters without the consent of those wh
bear them. But it also looks a li
bit like humbug and  very rabid
2artizanship.

oOW-

EMPIRE DAY,

Toronto Globe—Empire day
serve its proper p yose sh
educational as well S p 3
should not be a solemn festival,
it should nevertheless be a tho
ful and instructive conservation of t
basis of our liberties and the genui
ness of our pri civil and po
cal. While gloryir in thea ext
the empire and in its vast pos
ithe world over, it should be remem-
‘bered that bigness may not be real
jgreatness—that goodness, a constancy
of purpose, a high code of honor, a
;sonso of responsibility to a higher
{power, are bletter standards of real
|greatness than standing armies and
jmi_:hty navies and territorial extent.
| The empire lives not by force,although

ssary for its preservation
st its enemies, but by its recog-
of the inc duality of all its
mpe m’urs and thei rinherent right to
i their manhood without undue
L The best Canadian a
|1ms: imperialist is the one who
{forms best to the obligations of
moral code, and who promotes the au-
| thority of government with a view to
the greatest happines sof his fellow-
men,

MONTREAL TO BE
C.NR. HE al)QUARTERb

Montreal, May 25.—The presence
today of Mr. D. B. Hanna, vice-pr
dent of the <Canadian Northern

vy in Montreal, is considered
utmost significance in Ic 1
railway circles. It is stated that a
general re-organization of the com-
pany’s stem consequent upon the
unification of the Canadian Northern
Quebec with the Canadian Northen
proper as g _transcontinental line i
now in progress, the effect of whi
will be to switeh the centre ¢
so far as the C.N.R. is conce
Toronto to Montreal.
nection with this
that Mr. Hanna has co
important changes in the
involving several promotions, may
be expected in the near future as the
outcome of his visit.

Dr. Ellis Dead.

Ottawa, Ont., May 22—The death oc-
curred this morning of Dr. Robert
Wheeler Ellis, chief geologist of the
geouogical survey, who had been ail-
i ing for some time and recently suf-
| fered from a stroke of paralysis. He
was born at Cornwallis, Nova Scotia,
in July, 1845. Decrased was the au-
thor of many reports on geology and
was member of the Royal Society

of Canada.

Manufacturers

in stock.

Nichels Brgs.

Edmonton Sawimil

The best that money can buy.
Saws hammered
ed, and all sawmill repairs.

Phone 2312.

Manufactory

Always
ind gumm-

103 Syndicate Avenue
[Edmonton

s

The Royal

rus

MONTRIEAL.

Capital fully paid . up .. .. ..
Reserve Fund e e e

Right Hon. Lord Strathcona
and Mount Royal, G.C.M.G,
President.
Sir Edward Clonston, Bart,
Vice-President.

Money to Loan on
Improved Farms

Edmonton Agency-—
Bank of Montreal Bailding,
E. C. PARDEE, Agent.

Board of

M -

$1.000.000
$£1.000,000

P rectors:
Sir H. Montagu Allan

R. B. Angus

A. Baumgarten

3. B. Greenshields

. M. Hays
C. R. Hosmer
H. V. Meredith
David Morrice
Sir W. C. Macdonald
Hon. R. Mackay
James Ross
A. Macnidr
Sir ..omas Shaughnessy, K.C.V.O
Sir Wm. C. Van Horne, K. C. M. G
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