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My Commission.
It is an act of Fa'th
In this cold-hea ted cl'me,
To +hoose a fan, m friend,
Whiie yet 'tis winter time.

For waving m=ad>w grass,
An i apple blossom Hough

Are on'y thiigs rem ‘mbered
Like lovely visions now.

The reaper hot and hrown,
Amid his gol len sheaves,

The panring house dog lail
Beneath the dusty leaves.

The mhiden robed in white,
The barefoot boy asleep,

The langhing brook a hine,
Whe.e min.iows glide and leap.

The drone ofbee afie'd,
The ro-e leat’s ru !dy g'eam,
Through thi: ice-smittea aix,
All idle visions seem.,

Howcan I prove them true,
How tru t theirsa e return,
If, o1y taught by Sight,
Faitl''s teaching I should spurn ?

An so, to buy your fan
This icy bleak December,

It needs to trust, in truth,
As wel as to remember.

To trust—O promise sweet !—
H's reed-time sure fo ever;

June’s harvest in His hand,
Beyond this wintry weather.
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Bought With a Price,

: [cONTINUED. ]

Chapter XII.
THE SQUIRE'S COMPANIONS,

Nor quite.

Tue spuir: was not prepared for the
magnificent part he was called upon to
piay.

1t was not enough for him that his
invitations were accepted, only because
his wife was the fashion, and men flock-
ed to her to do homage to her beauty ;
also that his wines and his *“ chef”’ were
too perfect to be lightiy refused.

The squire knew that he was the host|

of there tashionall: guests of his, only
on sufferance, because he happened to b

the husband of “la beile” Estelle, and |

was the fortuvate possessor of unbouuna-
ed riches.

As far as good breeding is allowed, he
was whcliy overlooked by those guests
of his.

His vulrar ostentation disgusted them,
and when, with low-bred familiarity, he
forced himsclf upon their notice, they
were frenzingly polite.

Bah! the fellow is insufferable ; stuffs
Lis g1ld down one’s throat wholesale.

Whata brute to possess such a mag-
nificent woman ! there is no hiding his
f parvenu’ origin. 1 should think “la
belle” was disgusted with the encum-
brance to the wealth. Why did the
creature button-hole you just now, Fitz
Clare; I saw you were booked for some
offensive favor. That man has the most
extraordinary ideas on Lis proper status
in society.

You would say so, indeed, Travers,
had you heard his request to me. The
Lound had heard that the Clarence is
the most exclusive club in Londen, and
koowing i was a member, asked me to
propose him.

You refused ?

Undeniably. Even ‘la belle's’ favor
would be hardly purchased at such a loss
to myself-respect. Though the creature
would be black-balled by everyone, there
is no 1eas 'n why I should appear to be
in favor of his admittance.

If I m'stake not, you are not likely
to fall iuto disgrace with ‘la belle’ for
failing to take her husband by the
band. She shows her scorn of him
‘pretty freely, though I should think it
was hardly safe; the man looks as if he
could be dangerous. should not wonder
if he pays her out in privato,

1t 18 pretty evident on what grounds
that ‘marriage took place. Heavens !
Yow fond that peerless creature must
‘have been of gold, to ally herself to such
an one; it is a case of Beauty and the

_Beast, and no mistake, His wealth
“must be fabulous to have tempted her.

Thus it was that the miliionaire’s
_guests discussed him.

No wonder, then, they shrank from
recognizing him as one of themsclves.

-« The squire tried to demand listclle's

_eo-operation to his being admitted into
one or two clubs which his ambition
made him-offer to enter.  But his wife
had tauntingly said—

It.was beyond her power; she knew
that gentleman alone ever passed their
portale.:

71 8he was hear'ily disgusted with the
Jman who was her husband. B
... Here, in London, among her old set,

%&"mmu_em

s esteem was the most deeply wounded, a

e saw her scorn of him, and knew
now that no hope of azzrandisement to
him would come through any effort she
would make.

He even trizd personal vicl'nce at
different times, but Estelle was not to be
moved.

She saw that her associates had pass-
el their “ veto,” and that he was not
to be admitted amongst them in spite of
his wealth.

Estelle was not the one to risk her own
popularity by forcinzg an unwelcome
personaze among her associates, so her
husband was 1:ft to his own resources.

It is probable the squire would have|
retired from London in urtter disgust,
though Estelie little dreamt that such|
was likely, but that just when his self*|

friend suddenly appeared, an aristoera-
tic friend, too, one who swore he was
proud to know him-——a right good fel-
low, such as he was,

~ The s juire was his own pompous self
again,

His new friend, the Honourable Her.
bert Montgomery, was a peer’s son, and |
had prowmised to have his name entered |
for one of the best elubs in town.

Then, too, he was to be his guest at|
one of his charming * petites soupers,” |
waich the Honourable Herbert was fa-|
mous tor giving to his friends.

Lt would have been a puzzle to inquir- |
ing minds to know how the I.Ion(;umi)lni
Herbert Montzomery manazed to be the |
possessor of such a well appoiuted * men-
age' as he kept up in town.

Now and then, bat rarcly, he cave |
one of his noted ¢ petites soupers.” lt;
was then known 1t was for the b enefit ot
some especial guest, whom he meant to!
honour,

On this oceasion it was in honour of
our miliionaire—tihe man whom socicty |
had spurned. Waodft had the Hou. Har- |
bert secn in him ? ¢

A couversation, w' ich was at this |
very moment beinz carried on b"rw--on’
the Hon. Herbert and one Captain Ai-|
| bany may perhaps evlizhten us,

This Captain  Albany was a cort of|
major-domo to tne * recaereie’ bae iclor |
establishment, owoed by bis friend aad!
patron, the iion. Herbert Montzomery. |
I[n his bands rested the finaacial expen- |
diture, and h. it wus who was expected |
to cater for the entertainmeut of his|

1 horrified, had they known this man to

patren’s guests,

In return for these offices, he was able
'to be seen in the frequent socicty of |
'this worthy sciou of a peer.  Roeputa-|
tion he had none.  Trat had been lost |
years a2o. when he had been cashicred |
from the army for having iuiied many |
of the subsin his regiment with the Lizn |
play in which he was wont to pass hi: |
leasure hours, ’

You understand, captain, that the|
cuests must be men of title,  This dupe
of ours is inordinately anxious to b vue]
of an equality with the members of the
aristocracy. The Marquis of Brenttord
will, perhaps, be one, ii you tcll hiwm he
sha:l bave his share of the pizeoning.
He will be a rare sop for our parvenu.

It is to be strictly a bachelor party ?

Yes, best so the fir-t time. I hardly
know what our friend’s proclivities way
be. If I find itcan be done, 1 wili in-|
troduce him to ‘ ma belle’ Adela. Ifhe
should take hLer off my hands, so much
the better. The fair Adela is becomin |
“ passe,” and I am weary of her extra-
vagance.

“Bon!” cried the captain  Our
finances are nol equal to the strain ‘ma
belle’ Adela puts upon them., Affairs
hive not been prosperous lately. The
members of the club complain they are
actually praying on their own body.

The focls have received a lesson to bo
more cautious another time. All would
have been well with younz Fontenoy, if
they had been lcss covetous. Tustead
of that they must needs pounce on the
young fellow so eagerly, that, in a short
time, he lost so much as to fear its be-
coming known to his father; then, to
make matters worse, went and shot
himself.

That was an unfortunate ¢ esclandre’
for the club. - It has made young men
of fortune wary. We have been a long
time without a dupe worthy of our
prowess, This millicnaire is a novice,
I suppose ?

Utterly so. Give a warning to the
clab that he is my ¢ protege.” They
shall have their share in the plunder in
duc time, kut he is to be left in my
guidance.

Known f‘roue’ as the Honourable
Herbert Montgomery was known tc be,
yet it was not understood by what
means he managed to keep up one of
the best appointed bachelor establish-
ments in town,

Fathers dreaded his influence over
their sons, and mothers guarded their
daughters when he was in their neizl-
bourhood, as though his very presence
would defile their fair fame,

Still none knew what was the true
vile mode of this man’s life.
The ¢ beau monde’ would have been

be partner and part proprietor of one of]
the most desperate gaming halls in Lon-
don, ‘

Yes, this man had it in his power tc

make or mar the success of any ¢ debu-
taut’’ in society.

His taste was considered so faultless,
that his verdiet was considered to put]
the stamp of fashion on any onc he a-l-(
wmired,

When, therefore. E-tclle had reap
reared in London as the millionaire’s
wife, the hon. Herb:rt had been pleased |
to pronounce her beanty faulticss, and
I telle became socicty's bell:, as we have
sSeél.

The hon. Herbert soon saw that the|
reigning belle hal no partiaiity for her|
low bred husbaad. and he determined |
to turn this fecling to his own acununt‘.i

He had bazun by paying mach how- |
ace to “la belle,” till he saw  these at-|
tentions were favourably reeeived.

Then he ehanzed his tasties.

H: would make himself of such ser-
vice to *la b lLe” Kstelle, that she
stould learn to Lok to hum for help.

He saw thiat this could be done by
keepinz her husband from her as wuch |
as possible, and to do thiz would an-|

swer his purpose very well.
He meant to eontrol t!
husband and wife as far as he could.
Estelle’s b auty had taken his 1nagi-
nation captive.
Ile longed to become ths possessor of

|vise without the intolerable presence of

1e lives of both |

It did not suit hig friend to bring
matt rs to a erisis too soon.

Estelle was friendly with him but con-
tinued to shun any bold advauces on his
part.

Bat he had donc enough to have some
hold on Estelle.

The latter had even made him her
confident so far as to own that she was
happy at not 8 -einz much of ner hus-
band.

Then her friend had secured her still
more,

tle had promised to leave her free to
spend the intervening time, before the
nexe season, in any way she could de-

have thought of, or that the bewitching
and popular little Italian should have
chosen her commonyplice husband, rather
than the many men of fashion, who
would have glaily been the protector of
one who still reizned supreme among
the ¢ demi mounde.’

She did not take into consideration
that (to othsrs) the millionaire’s gold
was his attraction,

The fair Aiela wasquite as mercen.
ary in her nature as was Estelle.

This season was not quite so triumph-
ant a oue to Kstelle as the previous one
had been.

Sne still drew round her a certain set
of adwirers, but she knew these were
not men who bore the best reputation in

ner uncongzenial husband.

For this purpose he had arranzed a
party to Baden; and the squire was
lcome one of them.

ilis friend toll him that there he
would see play on grander scale than any
he Lad yet npeen a participator in.

So to Bad.n the squire wen: —:hat El
Dorado of all zambl -rs,

Oa Lis return to London. the next
season, the passion for gambling was in-
| tensiiied,

H: had already lost large sums of mo-
‘ney but tihis had no effie¢t on him.
.5 triend and adviser the H smourable

|
|

such a peerless buiny.

d-lizhited ac reeciving an lnvitation to be- |

tue world.
I r position was becoming perilous,
land taere was no oue to warn her of the

|

\danzers which beset her path.

How different the careers of the two
cou-ins!

Lily’s pure and gentle nature, guard-
ed witn sucn living care—the betrothed
|wife of' one wio was honoured among
| men ; as a beloved dauzhter to one of
(the most refined and hizhly cultured of
Lher sex ; the idolised sister of one of the
|world's risinz men; and the belle of the
'im st select of the “ bzau monde I’

| On the other hand —Estelle with her

How he cursed his folly for not hav iH:.'i)‘c.L _;l‘ma_;‘,““.d\.’ told him of tilelnlxd 1hus hoine, l';':pl‘i’:i(:'lable equip-

1 )
in secured her in hor first season!  But
he told himself that her beauty:bhad
greatly developed itself since ber sceiu-
sion.

He saw that Lstolle not one to
ligiicly endanger her reputation or posi
ron,

H: must bide his time if he Loped to
succecd In wooing her t0 Lils protection.

It wasin Lis favor toat she despised
}','Jl' h“.\;)l’l{l,

E-totle had little recked the danzers
which would surroand her path, when
site solil hersolf te tuls mililonaire whou
she despised.

g o L] Il 2 ey
Ib the moautime Extelle's Tover doecid-

was

ed to make use of sow2 of tals wmitiloa-
aire’s vol d

It he meant to take his wiie fr

: vl , { il
It Woutld aiso D2 lair that ne S
sess sve of thae ¢ parveau s
ous weaitn.

0 -
fastidions man of fashion had becom:
the associaic of her huasband.
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S.e was too 2 ad to fiad her
no lonzer troubed her i ceptions, to
care to know Gow he employed his time.

Q: s ARl gt S

Dilg was relieved otf  tae incubus of
his presener, and that was =uifi ;ient,

Her ouests never troubled about him
—indeed, most of them forzot his exist-

ance,
'W n )

L telle was g
g for nilts takinr suca an

¢
L
friend
Kirrnd r T L .
¢OMme biarden o ner natnds, and was igss

cold 12 her dewcaaocar to bhim whea thes

¥
o

Wiwed

met.
Bat what of the sqnire ?

Is, poor man, was clated buyond‘

measure,

How foolish he had been to fret and
fume over the eollness shown to him-
selt’ by his wite's guests!

H:re was he received with the oreater t
‘bouhomwie’ by men of nizhar rank
than ever graced his wife’s reeeptions

The ¢ petitz souper’ had been a sue
A reai live marquis had expressed
delight at meeting him, and promised
to renew the acqualntence as soon as
possivle, :

There had been ¢ ecarte’ after supper.,
and his friend, the Honourable Herbert,
iad been at much paios to show him the
gaue,

Under his anspices, the squire had
preformed wonders.

Moutzomery, your good friecd hardly
needs your help, eried the marquis. His
shrewdness is so great, he must win, 1
wish he would transfer some of his luck
to me, I have lost every time,

Ail the guests vied in declarinz the
squire was the best player they had ever
seen at ¢ ecarte,’

His luck was so great they linged to
try their sklll with him at other games.

The squire was intoxicated with all
this flattery to his skil; basides which
he had suddenly become seized with the
true gambl r's fever.

He longed for the time to meet his
new acquaintences the next night, when

Cu 83,

he had promised to give them their re-|

venue.

The squire’s fever did not abate.

Kven when he lost, it only made him
the more eagzer.

He was never happy uniess the cards
or dice were iu his bands,

He had been admitted among the
other members of the club, where he
iearnt that his previous stakes at his
iriend’s house bad becen mere child’s
play.

His present companions were all pro-
fessed gamesters, gambling to them was
no idle pastime.

As the Honourable ITerbert saw his
dupe safely bound on his road to ruin,
he was eontent.

Heo saw that he was safely imbued
with the gambler’s spirit.

He cautioned his fellow partoers
against plundering bim, to rapidly. The
squire was to be allowed still to harve
some seasons of luck,

1204 LT R 1, 1 |
Iusteie saw, with surprise, taat tins|

huzband |

ui‘e orat ful to her I -n,l

tuiany wiose luek had turacd, even
| when tiiey had taouzht themsclves ruin

ed.

1

ed the wore for the time to come to azatn
try his lack, and win back his ol L.
Bat, eagzoer as the N{?lil'«f was aiter this
ncw and exciting jlasure, all his time
Lcould not be spent at the gamingz tabie.
s triend bad other means of makin

the wititonaire usciul to hiw,

He sad introduaced his dirp e behind the

tseenes at the spera, and ped mals

|

C‘,i atntea wigha o * lztl)\ 11:3~

ad, for sowe time past,

enjnyed the pro-
tion of tue Honourably H vbort.
Lue squire was easlly cuided with the

e : : ; i,
'l lea thav tae conarmine * demotseile” had

b

tocti

seived a penchant for hum,

:‘J"\' dear squire,  ynu
yourscelt irresistable; my triends com-
‘ I v aii baiore you Wit
and vow, L uo soomer make you
‘ma be'l At Ly, than she jm
mediatbay throws us over for you. Woeli,
10 is Do use resisting my fate; it is Kis
L awet, and [ muse submit.

i Tne poor dups vowed eternal grati-
tudz to the fricad who was prepaced  to
mage saca sacrifices thr him,

He bardly b lieved in his cgond for
tiue—inore espeeially wien he beeameo
aware that tie fair Adela had scorned
to be uader the protection of any com-
amoner beiore.

2o, at least, his friend told him.

Tue squire fele that he was now in
trush a man of fashion.

)
| 1 1 AT e
j pratidl Ludl YOIt ¢

teards,

I wiluwe CoO

H: had aright to rank himself among
tiem now that he was known as the for-
tanate possessor of the brilliant Italian
:antat lee, who, some few years before
nad taken London by storwm.

Tae squire did ncg know  however,
that bis triend, the ITw. H rbert, had
proposed to Ad I that she should trans-
ier, her affections to the millionaire,

Adcla had at first shrieked with lauzh-
ter. 2

She took it as a joke of her companion
—transter her affections to that mau! A
brute, a low bread ruffian! ¢ Sacre !’
the Idea was too ridicolous !

But when her companion had told her
of the low-bred brute’s great wealth, and
that his attentions were engag-d else-
where—that, ia fact, he was doing a
«iad office to ‘la bells” Adela by provid-
ing her with a substitute, as he had al-
ready wntended to withdraw his protec:
|tion trom her; then the fair Adcla had
| been wise enonzh to make no more ob
Jueetion, and tius it cawe obout that she
bad suddenly bzcame enslaved with the
*drole de visage' of the mil.ionaire.

Tie fair Adela was rather pleased
with the changze of protectors.

Hor moastie, as she calied him, amus-
ed her with his pompous love-making.

She was quite as willing as Estelle to
be Bougi.t for a Price, and like her
stiowed no disinclination to receive her
price in fuli.

Kstelle often met the ¢ piquante’ lit
tle Italian in the drive, and adwmired her
exquisite toilette and charming equip-
age, thouzh she Littie kuew toat her hus-
band was the provider of all this spl:n-
dour.

Kstclie was too much occupied with
sell’ to care much for anything counected
with her husband.

Yoo her blindoess was almost cul-
pable. ;

Everyone but hers:1f knew that her
husband’s way of lite had becowme noto-
rious.

Estelle did sometimes wonder, when
the vivacius little Italian was in her
neighbourhood, thac her cowpanions
shouid gaze «<m Ler so curiousy.

But she supposed they were compar-
ing their two peculiar styles of beauty
—both were the belles of their owa espe-
cial corteries.

That her husband had become initi-
ated into the fashionab!e vices of the day

would have been tue last taing she would

Bo whien his dupe lost, he only long- |

ini.u |

\\'illi) |

are proving |

orses, the centre of attraction
to a cectain class of adinirers, but such
as Mrs Hoamileon would not have per-
mitted to approach her charges—also a
| recoznized belle of society !

But uniike Ly, she was not sur-
rounded by triends who loved her,

True,sh:lal many companions, bnt
no lovinz fricod.

Sire was alone—a despised wife and
wreteaed woman !

H:r weaith could not give her happi-
tness, thoush she made it a cloak for the
misery which was sappiag hor life.

{ Saeshuddercd as she saw the life be-
iore her,

The price for which she had been
tbouzht nad lost its value.

E ] “:'»‘.v shie eavied her cousin Ll“y'l
| nappier fata,

Taesquire at this time was well con.
tnt to leave his wifs mach to herself.

H s mor: eonzenial companions wholly
vecapied his tim2,

Lu this one taing he was more honour-
ible than K.t Le—he allowed hiz wife
tiae Price for waich she was Bought !

It suited his purpose that the world
should recoznize the beauty of his wife,
and see her surrounded with the splen-
dour of bis waaith,

But his present ecompanions took care
that his tim> should not hang heavily
apon his hands,

Tue enchanting Alela wassomawhat
‘exizeant:, more especially as, at every
visit he paid her, he was sure to bestow
apon her som2 article of jewellry for
waich she had taken an ardeot fancy.

He is so delizhtfully ¢gauche’ and
simp e te fair Italian would say to her
companions; [ belicve he really believes
[ love him!

The Idea was so absurd that bursts
of langhter would echo through the room
as her companions enjoyed the joke.

Ad 1. was wiser, however, than Es-
telle.  Kven if she despised the man
whose gold was lavished upon her, still
she did not make him aware of it.

She took care never to wouad the sclf
esteem of the parvenu.

So the squire’s time passed very pleas-
antly in thatcharming viila which he had
taken for the fair ltalian.

1t was well, perhaps, that he had other
occupations which prevented his bestow.
ing too much of his time on his fascinat-
ing mistress, or his presence may have
become ¢ gene.’

The gambling table to him was even
more attractive than Adela’s society.

The Hounourable H:rbert Montgo-
mery’s pupil had done him credit.

No need any looger for him to act as
prompter.

A Les anua n
|

[TO BE CONTINUED.]
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