
MR. BLAKE’S SPEECH.
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As to the increase from 123,500,000 
by Mackenzie, to 26 millions and 
oJd now, the answer is clear and 
convincing. As the country grows, 
so must our expenses grow, and the 
needs of the country had so accumu
lated when the present Government 
came in, that they had to grapple 
with them. But let us see how ex
travagant they have been. The ex
penditure this year will be say $26,- 
500,000 but there is likewise a sur
plus of $3,500,000. Taking the sur
plus from the expenditure we have 
$23,000,000 or a half a million less 
of real expenditure this year, than 
Mackenzie had. Some may say, 
how can yon subtract surplus from 
money expended ? In this way. 
The Canadian Pacific Railroad was 
to be built and Mr. Blake and Sir 
John are alike committed to it. 
Now besides the annual expenditure 
there is what is known as a “ Cnpi. 
tal account.” 't hus when we borrow 
say ten millions for a great work 
the people are not taxed the next 
year to pay that amount in lump.
It is added to theNalional debt.and 
the yearly revenue merely pays the 
interest on it,' till the time for re
tiring it by instalment comes. To 
carry on the building of the Canada 
Pacific, Mackenzie had to borrow,or 
rather Cartwright borrowed for him; 
to carry on the road Sir Leonard 
Tilley has had to borrow. All the 
amounts so borrowed have gone to 
make up the National debt. Last 
year $8,000,000 were needed for the 
railroad but Sir Leonard did not run 
to England for it. He had a sur
plus of 3 and a half millions and this 
he expended instead of borrowing 
and increasing the* National 
debt by that amount. The balance 
of the 8 millions was made up by 
savings banks deposits, and 
an issue of paper currency. 
Thus it will be seen that this very 
year, over which Mr Blake so plaus
ibly lamented the real expenditure 
has been less than under the econ
omical Mr Mackenzie.—Ed.] He 
argued at much length, and with 
much grace that taxation should be 
reduced at the earliest moment 
that a surplus revenue is a tempta
tion to unnecessary and extrava
gant expenditure. You will find if 
you examine the public accounts for 
the seven years of the previous ad
ministration that as soon as ever 
there was an expansion of the rev
enue so soon the expenditure ran 
up. All governments are liable to 
yield to, pressure, and it is a very 
important factor in limiting the 
pliability of governments that they 
should be able to say to those who 
ask them for momey, “we have no 
money to give.”

[Our readers will see how vèry 
hard it is to please a man who does 
not approve of surpluses, because 
they lead to extravagance. This i8 
about as sensible as it would be for 
a Chatham merchant to begin to 
groan because he saw his profits 
largely increasing, lest this might 
lead him to extravagance. It shows 
however that nothing will please 
Mr. Blake short of—a Premiership 
He does not want Protection, he 
does not want surpluses, he simply 
wants to be premier, and to have the 
power and the spoils. When the 
National Policy,or “NationnPulicy 
as Mr Snowball calls it, first became 
law, Cartwright, and Blake and the 
rest predicted that it would not give 
us revenue enough because it would 
crush the life out of the country. 
Now they have a surplus and Mr. 
Blake is mad. One thing is ccr 
tain, Cartwright had no surpluses— 
he had deficits, and that seems to 
be what Blake is after.—Ed.]

DIRECT TAXATION.

He said.—Our taxation through 
customs duties was, for some years 
before 1878, at varying rates, 11,12 
13, and in the last year 14 per cent 
on all imported goods. On some 
goods it was more on some goods it 
was less, but the average was as 
have stated. I take the figure last 
named, although it is higher than 
the average of these four or five 
years There was a dificrer.ce in the 
mode of making the eu'ry which 
makes its reasonable to assume that 
14 per cent, was the average. Now 
perhaps you all do not know What 
14 per cunt, means. I have some' 
times wished that ray fellow coun
trymen could have the privilege for 
one year of paying their taxes in 
another way, that, instead of paying 
them to the dry goods and other
' TTl'iie u is sounded like u iu hull.

>—

merchants they should pay directly 
to the tax-gatherers.

[What do our people think of 
this? Mr Blake would have them 
not pay to the merchant, but hard 
cash to the laxgathcrer. That is 
once a year the tax gatherer would 
come around and present It's bill to 
the head of the family for $30 or $40. 
Now the poor m:- u pays his tax to 
the merchant, in labor or in the pro
duce of his farm, or in the work of 
his hands. The mill man, or the 
deal carrier works his week and gets 
provisions or clothes for his labor, 
paying bis tax at the same time he 
gels the article;—but if Mr. Blake 
had his way the poor labourer would 
have to find the cash and pay it to 
the Government tax gatherer. Could 
he get tbc cash always for his labor 
to pay his tax? The farmer who 
comes into town now with his farm 

j produce gets goods in exchange, 
paying his tax indirectly by said 
farm produce. Now if Mr. Blake 
had his way he would have the far
mer pay that tax in cash, that is he 
would have to sell his produce, if 
he could sell it, at reduced price for 
cash, and give that to the tax gath
erer. Heaven protect us from Mr. 
Blake.—Ed.]

A SHAMEFUL MISREPRESENTATION.

He said that under the present 
way of paying taxes, the people did 
not know how much they were tak
ing out of them at Ott awa. Sup 
pose he said the duty is 14 per cent. 
Consider what that 14 per cent, 
means. It means simply this, that 
whatever you go to the merchant 
to buy, whether pounds or yards, if 
you give your order for scycn 
pounds or seven yards,the merchant 
if he tells you the whole story, will 
say to you, “I will fill your cider, 
but I am sorry to say that I will 
have to charge you for eight 
pounds.” “Well,’’you will tell him, 
“I don’t want eight pounds, and I 
cannot afford to pay for it.” He will 
tell you in reply, “I am very glad 
you don’t want it, for you ate not 
going to get it, and I am very sorry 
you can’t afford it, because you will 
have to pay foi it whether you cau 
a fiord it or not. Tbe^fact is, my 
friend, that the eighth pound I hav c 
already sent to the treasury at Ot
tawa, and it has gone to meet the 
public necessities. I have to charge 
you the price of eight pounds, though 
I can only give you seven.”

Now that was the result of an 
average 14 per cent, tariff, and it is 
bad enough to think that when you 
made a purchase you had to pay 
for eight pounds, though you got 
only seven. How is it now? Instead 
of 14 per cent, the average tariff is 
20 per cent., and instead of losing 
one pound on every seven you have 
to lose one pound on every five.

John Jones is a rich man and 
Tom Smith is a poor man. John 
Jones shall pay a duty of one cent 
a yard on the cotton he buys, and 
Tom Smith shall pay a cent a yard 
on the cotton he buys. Suppose, 
now, that John Jones pays ten cents 
and buys a yard of cotton ; on that 
he pays oue cent duty, or one yard 
in every ten, Tom Smith is poor, 
and buys only five cent cotton. For 
every yard he buys he, loo, must 
pay-a cent into the treasury,so that 
he contributes oue yard in every 
five that he buys. The rich man in 
the case supposed must give the 
Government one yard for every ten

if the rich man buy a better article, I the Dominion. It B this inlor-pro-
he lme to pay tor it proportionately. ! v*uc'a' trft^e we seek, and to pro

mote ihat the National Policy has 
been formed.—Ed.]This Mr. Blake kept out of eight, 

something he would not do if lie 
weie an honest man, and lull dis
posed to treat public questions on 
their merits, rather than on their 
phases. Now here is Mr Blakcs 
own case, a yard of cotton, which 
made the Grits groan last Friday.
100 yds poor mao’a cotton at 3d £ 1.5s. 
10 0 “ rich “ “ 6d 2.10s.

Thé poor mans cotton 
Specific duty on 100 yards 5s.
ad-valorem duty on £1.5 3-9

Poor man's tax 
THE RICH man's COTTON. 

Specific duty on 100 yards, 
ad-valorem duty on £2.10s

8.9

,hat he keeps for himself, while the 
poor man must give them one in 
every five; in other words the tax til 
twice as heavy ou the poor man as 
on the rich.

[When Mr. Blake told this the 
other day ou our town pasture some 
of the few Grits there groaued aud
ibly and turned up the whiles of 
their eyes at one another. They did 
not know that a grosser misrepre
sentation was never made by a public 
man, and that Mr. Blake must have 
considered their gullibility as un
bounded as tlieir ignorance. Does uo 
every intelligent man iu this com
munity know that ou those at tides 
enumerated by Mr. Blake, there are 
two kinds of duty? Mr Blake ouly 
8poke of the specific duty, whicu 
says how much it shall by on a yard, 
not naming the quality. If this were 
the only duty, the poor man would 
certainly suffer, for he would have 
to pay as much duly on a yard of 
six-penny cotton, as the rich man 
would have to pay on a yard of ten 
penny cotton. But theie is another 
duty called the *d valorem, ot duty, 
according to the valuei 1 he ta* on a 
yard under this duty, is therefore 
paid on the value of the yard,so that

ltich man’s tax 12a.fi
Yet the conclusion of Mr. Blake's 
quoted sentences is

“ In other words the tax is twice 
as heavy on the poor man as on the 
rich.” Ill

This is a sample of the truth fit 
Mr. Blake, and the fairness with 
which lie treats public questions. 
That- he would tell such a story, is 
a poor compliment indeed to the in 
telligence of our people. We sup 
pose however he thought anything 
would “ go down” among the Chat
ham people, that they were ignoraqt 
ond would believe anything.

Now some one will say, there is 
yet a small difference in favot of the 
rich man. There is we grant in 
theory but not in practice. The Do
minion manufacturers are now mak
ing the coarser quality of goods and 
they can be bought, and are bought, 
from these manufacturers, just as 
cheaply as in the days of our lowest 
tariff. So that there is absolutely 
no point to the special pleadings'of 
Mr. Blake on the subject. Wc 
need only say on this point, what 
is true of th*e cottons, is true of all 
the other articles teferred to by Mr. 
Blake.—Ed.]

He went on at much length to 
ridicule the surplus, end telling the 
people that a certain proportion of 
all they bought went up to Ottawa 
and was part of the surplus. Au 
extra width had been taken out of 
the ladies dresses, and it was up iu 
.Ottawa and a part, of the surplus ; 
even the blanket as clipped and 
the piece cut off was also at Ottawa, 
and part of the surplus.

[While Mr. Blake was saying this 
a young lad who is connected with a 
little variety store not 
very far from the Star off
ice, began to be offensive telling 
a reporter present to put that down. 
The young fellow was quite intoxi
cated, but not so much so that he 
should have forgotten his manners, 
if he ever had any. His insignifi
cance and almost helpless intoxica
tion were perhaps all that saved him 
from summary and proper punish
ment. About the same lime another 
intoxicated gut fired off a revolver 
in the thick of the crowd, and was 
carried away by officer Forrest 
who is a plucky and valuable police
man—Ed.]

A TAX UPON RAW MATERIAL.

he said, is a most unfortunate kind 
of a tax. It violates the great prin
ciple that you should get as much in_ 
to the treasury out of the tax as 
possible, because the tux being 
charged upon the raw material, in 
the first instance, has to pay a profit 
on the article going through two or 
three hands before it reaches the 
hand of the consumer. The cost is 
therefore increased to the consumer 
and the margin of profit to the manu 
facturer diunshed, and this injury 
results in one way or another from 
the tariff. [Yet in another part of 
his speech he spoke of the masses 
being burthened in the interests of 
the few—that the “ few” might 
grow rich. Now the few arc the 
manufacturers, and it is the manu
facturers who use I4e ma
terial" ! ! la oue breath thep this 
fair and high-minded Mr Blake says 
the masses are crushed to enrich the 
manufacturers, and it) Uie next 
breath complains that the manufac
turers raw material is taxed too 
much ! ! ! Ed,]

the true fiscal rouet*.
is that we ought us little as possible 
to force one portion of our people to 
Uade with the other against their 
will. Encourage such iiuer-provin- 
viuuial trade, if you will, by facili
tating the mean* ot communication- 
Prove to the people that it is to their 
advantage and to their pecuniary in
terest to engage iu trade, oue with 
the other, and, iu so doing, you can 
cottier a blessing upon .ho country 
and do something that really tends to 
consolidate the union.

[ This is precisely what the Cotiser- 
rati y es have pro yeü, taking the term 
‘the people” to mean the people of

lie spoke at some length mi the 
lax on flour, which V deprecated, 
which he said did not work any ad
vantage to the Ontario millers, and 
that it is from America wo should 
get our flour. [Mr. Blake would 
not say title in Ontario—as Beiltey 
Bobbet would say “fnrfrnmniit.” Be
sides the fact remains that while there 
is the increased duty on flour, the 
article is bought as cheap no w as -be
fore the National Policy. The public 
know this, and it is useless therefore 
for Mr. Blake to talk about the the
oretical tax.—Ed.]

THE CANADA PACIFIC RAILROAD
Oil this subject he did not say a 

great deal, complaining that the au
dience was not attentive euougn,and 
that his voice was not very strong, 
lie told the story of the old Syndi
cate and the second Syifdicate, in not 
many words. He said the Govern
ment compdlled Parliament to sanc
tion the building of I he road Of thé 
“new” Syndicate ho said;—Many of 
them were millionaires, and they 
formed, as I said in my place iu Par 
liament, a combination of Canadian 
capitalists the si longest financially 
and in point of business ability that I 
have ever known to be formed. What 
was their offer? Let me state the 

i tenor, and yon will judge for vourself 
whether they are better or worse 
than the terms oflered by the syndi
cate. They offered to build the road 
tor $3,000,000 less of your money 
and three million acres less of your 
land, without privileges, without 
monopolies, without the exemption 
ot the laud front taxation, without 
the exemption ot their stock, with the 
right of the Government to acquire 
their property. Alt the odious,or all 
the most odious conditions of the 
contract were eliminated, and the 
cost was reduced by nine ntdlion dol
lars,estimating the land at $6,000,000. 
That was the offer in brief, and Par
liament bad to vote whether it would 
accept either offer. The majority said 
we will accept. Parliament then had 
to say which offer it would accept,and 
the majority decided to accept the 
worse and reject the better of the 
two offers—for they were both utters, 
and they decided to choose the worse 
instead of the better. Thus they im
posed upon you a tax of $3,000,000 
more money and gave away three 
million acres of your land. They im
posed upon you and the North-West 
together these privileges,monopolies, 
restrictions and exemptions, which 
form, no doubt, ait element of enor
mous value to the company and in
volve a still greater detriment to the 
country at large.

[To which statement we take many 
exceptions, in the first place it is 
welt known the Second Syndicate 
was a bogus affair, even though sev
eral responsible and worthy gentle
men consented to join it. In the 
second place the tlirce million acres 
of laud which Mr. Blake estimates 
as worth six million dollars, some ot 
his own party, leading members of 
it, some time before put down as 
worth not move limn 50 cents an acre. 
Mr. Anglin said the northwest was a 
arcary barren waste, Mr.Mills said it 
would take 6 millions above the earn
ings per year to run the road through 
a country which when opened,perhaps 
was not worth the opening, finally, 
bad though Mr Blake and his party 
try to prove the Governments bargain 
is, had their terms been accepted the 
terms they offered when in power, 
the bargain would be three times 
worse. Here is proof lor the skep 
tical. The following is the Govern
ments contract with the Syndicate,

TUE AUCKVTED CONTRACT.

Existing roads, with contracts com
pleted $ 28,000,000

Cash Subsidy 25,000,000
25,000,000 acres land at 82 50,000,00

* $103,000,000
The following shows the offer made 

when Mr. Blakes party was iu power ; 
shows the terms which were offered, 
and advertized at enormous cost.

MACKENZIE ACT AND TERMS.
55,940jOOOacrcs land at $2 $111,880,000 
Cash Subsidy, $10,000 

per mile 29,779,000
Government guarantee on 

$7,500 per mile a 1 per 
cent

$162,027,500
or nearly sixty million collars 
more than the terms which the Syn
dicate accepted and which Mr. Blake 
attacks. But this is not all. In 1879 
a vote came up iu the Commons, and 
Mr Blake was oue of those who voted 
to any company who would build the 
road 100,000,000 acres ot laud iu the 
Northwest 1 which taking in Blake’s 
own estimate of $2 an acre would be 
$200,000,000!!! It 25 million apres 
hand the couuty over to territorial 
lords what would 200 million acres do? 
Professor Macoun estimates that all 
the arable land in the north-west is 
about 250 million acres. So inuc'i for 
Mr, Blake on the 6) ndicate, Ed.) 
He closed with a peroration which 
like the pest of his speech, was as ex
cellent iu make tjp'tfs t) IWgu Iroip 
Macaulay. He referred to the part 
that Northumberland played' at the 
last election, and hoped she would 
not forget her duty next time. Yet 
such remiqdeys cjicitecf not the lam 
test citeers, Thé prowd at tips time 
were not listening to Mr. Blake, they 
were moving about, and looking 
around, their attention taken tin with 
a hundred other things,with the Indies 
and their dresses, the squalling of 
tho babies,with little fights out on the 
street, iu which there was no blows 
—with a hundred liule tilings. Nor 
did they cheer When lie attempted to 
ueglorjiy Mr, Snowball atti) My. 
George McLeod, As wpll might he 
go out with oue uf bis beantüul 
speeches and try to raise another 
Lazarus out ot the tomb, as to kindle 
any enthusiasm for our recreant, 
good-tor-noming member, feeekig 
mis he cut his panegyric short, and 
amid some very hearty cheers, lew it 
is true but hearty lor all that, and 
given by those who believed not his 
politics, while they admired his grace

admired both, he took his scat. 
remarks.

II Mr Blakes speech was magnifi
cent, its failure was not less magni
ficent. That it wa- such a failure no 
one conld have believed who was not 
here to see the crowd—as soin ■ 

yawned, and others gazed at this and 
that, as some walked around the field 
and smoked tlieir pities, or went in 
and out, and ont and iu to tho street 
and buck again. It was amusing to 
see all this, but the platform looked 
like a place where some direful tra
gedy was being enacted. Mr. Car
man eat there like a man who had the 
griefs and tho sorrows of the whole 
country upon his back, while the 
lugubrious faces of Mr.Snowball and 
his saicllities showed how they felt 
tho inattention and tho noise; while 
the silence of the crowd at the places 
they should have cheered shot home 
like the notes of a funeral hell. But 
opposed as the crowd whom they 
scowed hero lor nolhing was to 
cheering for anvihing that was“Giit’ 
or “Snowball,” the management it 
self helped to organize the gloom,tho* 1 
languor and the unrest, it not the 
contusion and the ju- which accoin- 
pinicd that memorable speech. Tee 
until is some nr'the crowd wanted to 
hear Blake. They did not want 2 
and a halt or three 39 minute doses ot 
Carmau ; they did not want to hear 
the boisterous bluster of Snowball,for 
they heard him before, and know 
very well what he is, and at any rate 
whatever he could say, though he 
succeeded in making a speech, they 
knew what he did last winter, and 
that for the little time lie has been in 
the Commons he has sat there like a 
disinterested dummy. Geo. McLeod 
was not so bad, though the people 
were not anxious to heat- him, and 
would readily have forgiv- u him had 
he held his tongue. When Mr Blake 
came out therijfore tho crowd was 
peevish, for they had been imposed 
upon, disgusted by Snowball, and 
sdt in tbe blues by Carman. There
fore they would not listen. They 
gave tlieir attention to the dog fights, 
and to the organ grinder. By the 
wav it is siid the committee “went 
back” badly on the organgrindei and 
his monkey. It appears they brought 
them hero some lime ago to assist at 
the Blake demonstration, bn t with
out ever Jelling them know, got the 
band up here from St. John. it is 
further stated that the organ grinder 
became so disgusted with this treat 
ment, that before the speeches were 
over, be took bis cart and bis poor 
little animal out of town. This 
titnch is certain that a gentleman 
informs us that lie met him that 
afternoon going on out to Napan, 
about 2 miles out of .own; that the 
man complained ot the wav be had 
been used, and the monkey seemed 
to share in the indignation, for be 
sat oiw lie tep of the cart, snapping 
peevishly at everything that went 
near him; and when the gentleman 
asked for a tune, never a budge 
would tho monkey make.

THE PLEBS AND THE PATRICIANS.

Outside the stage managers, (he 
attendants, and two or three who 
“had to be there,” so as not to give 
offence to the rest, tho platform was 
loaded with the patrician clement of 
the party. No one else could get in. 
There was a cerberus at one end of 
the approaches who guarded it 
against those who were ot interior 

“social standing” or not so “rich in 
the worlds goods.” But tho patricians 
all bundled in, and were graciously 
received—

“It was pretty to see how, liko 
like birds of a leather 

The people of quality ! flocked all 
together.”

A town tradesman was usher.— 
Through some grevions mistake, that 
so far- has been altogether un
accountable, some ot those who are 
not aristocrats, got upon the plat
form. and proceeded to some seats 
which they saw vacant. The n-her 
stepped forward and said in a low 
tone “ I)e«c seats vaslt for tie t-oech 
beeplcs ;” and the poor plebeians had 
to find room in the crowd. The 
greatest consternation was evident 
among the ushers and the others, to 
know “ how these people got in 
here,” and strict orders were given 
to “keep all the rest of them out.” 
But there “ vash bletity of room for 
de rccch bceples” all tho time. An
other accident like the above, almost 
occurred too, and would h ive oc
curred out tor the presence ot mind 

. . , anti quick perception of Mr. John
2U,J77,o00'| Fotbcringham. it appears two Irish» 

men frontWelfield seulement,respect
able, honest and worthy uicn, but 
not ranked among the Chatham 
patricians, came into tom, vyeut into 
the hall, and were miking their way- 
out to the platform when Mr. Fother 
iugham fortunately and with a quick 
ness of perception deserving ot the 
highest praise detected them, saw 
they were not among the privileged 
set aud turned them out. Too high 
praise cannot be given to Mr Fother 
itigbaii) fof the promptitude with 
which be evicteq thèse tvyo poor 
Irishmen,

official had to

ODDS AND ENDS.
Mr. Snowball’s speech was thj best 

thing that ever happened the conserva
tives in this county. It did our cause 
here more good than if Sir Charles Tup 
per were )o ta|k fqr a week, ft grati
fied curiosity besides, for if showed us 
all the kind of a dose it takes to “silence 
Tom White, M. P.” The farce is not, 
however, quite complete yet; aud will 
not bp till tyr. $nowfiall get un oppor
tunity to “talk half hour about wifh the 
big guns'.” Fancy a programme ar.v 
ragged thy way; ifr, Snowball to speak 
the 1st half hour, Tom White to follow 
—just to give “unhappy White” the 
chance of the reply—then Snowball 
another half hour, and then get Sir Leo • 
nard for the next half hour; then get out
Snowball again for anolbaf h4ir boqç,
and finish up with Sir Charles. Mr. 
Snowball would just hare sap! eqottgh to 
fairly rouse the big guns, especially Sir 
Charles, and then the people would see 
the greatest inn they have ever wit
nessed in their whole lives. But no
body could pity Mr. Snowball—he made 
the offer himself—he went into the 
trap with his eyes wide open. We have

as a spetfktii , as well as by these who ^bought since Friday last that it would

not be necessary to bring the big gurs 
hern, ns they would only be fir in» 
at a dead duck, the poor party so com
pletely accomplished its own suicide here 
Friday last, but for all that wc have been 
thinking too we ought to have them here 
just to get Mr. Snowball at them.

They did not make only one blunder- 
legion was tho name. They emptied all 
the schools to swell the number, to de
monstrate before Mr. Blake on IheCoro- 
tno:t, but fittingly enough these saute 
additions turned into instruments of tor
ture. Some small hoys played ball, 
while the orator spoke, and some others 
it is said pitched quoits, while despite 
all Mr. David Johnson could do, the 
little girls would play “around the ring,” 
while Mr. Blake gave icy essays on the 
poor mans cotton.

They had a "cheering committee,” 
improvised in an informal way, early iu 
the morning, but the “free rum”had too 
strong a charm for ^se officials, thry 
went on a spree, and forgot about the 
cheering. One man got upon the top 
of an old farm waggon, which was in 
the centre of the Qomraon, and appeal
ed to the crowd to cheer, now and again, 
but the crowd only laughed; here ° and 
there one would sayj“£ve us a match” 
and the self constitflk-d 
come down in disgust.

There were only two interruptions of 
the meeting, and these we are pleased to 
say were made by the Grits themselves. 
One interruption was made by one Mc
Guire, who has been a strong ally of 
Mr. Snowballs during tbe last two elec
tions. He wanted to have a talk with 
George McLeod about something, and 
after a few minutes was suppressed.— 
The other was a person who had a new 
revolver, and wanted to “fire her;’’ and 
he did “ fire Iter” iu the crowd, and 
said be didn’t care for Blake anyway 
‘ though I am,’ he said ‘ oil their side.’ 
Mortified to see their own men disturbing 
their own meeting, the scribes for the 
collapsed side, now say that some Con
servatives organized these interruptions. 

Drowr.ing men will grasp at straws.
But the worst of all is to think of 

bringing a huge negro here trom St. 
John, to get a supper up for 200 per
sons, while we had in our otvn town the 
Bowser hotel, the Metropolitan hotel 
Canada House, and Mrs. Carrols and Mr. 
Fountains—as if the proprietor of any 
one of these could not do as well as this 
favored darkey.

Mentioning the darkey, brings us down 
to the door of the supper room, where 
two or three of the guests tried to get 
the glass stopper out of a ginger-pop 
bottle with their teeth, and where anoth
er knot sat around a huge watermelon, 
woudering“what kind of a turnip” it was 
—where Mr. Cox, ths school In
spector threw his huge weight into the 
Grit scale, aud where Rev. Mr. Quinn, 
to the disgust of his parishioners, and the 
amusement of nearly every one present, 
declared himself a rabid partisan.

We regret we are obliged to draw this 
portion of our article to a olose. Our 
space is nearly filled. We wanted to 
say at some length, that if Mr. Cox 
wishes to serve his country iu the grit 
cause, he ought to resign his school in
spectorship and go into politics. If we 
are informed aright, tbe school inspec
tors are complaining of too much work 
and too little pay, but they cannot be so 
much overtaxed with legitimate work, if 
they arc able to find time to follow Mr. 
Blake around tile country making party 
speeches. Our readers may be assured, 
we write this with great reluctance, es- 
teeming^Mr. Cox very highly, as a pri
vate gentleman; but we beg now to call 
the attention of Hon. Mr. Adams and 
the rest ofi the Government to his con
duct, to see that if he is to retain his 
office, he attends to his business, and 
leaves party politics alone. He would, 
indeed, be a valuable aid to the grit 
cause going from place to place, and 
haranguing against the government; and 
we may be sure he would not hesitate to 
do this, when he came so courageously 
or fool hardily to the front, at the Chat
ham supper.

As for Mr. Ritchie, neither him
self nor his speech is worth bothering 
with.

When Blake landed at Chatham Sta
tion, the party bribed a darky to call for 
cheers for “Petah Mitchell,” but when 
their scow went up to the Boom, and 
qsked fqr cheerg for^kovyball, uot one 
did they get, the crowd assembled turning 
round and cheering heartily for Mr. Mi;* 
chell. The scow had to go off without 
cheers, or passengers.

Mr. Snowball intimated in what is 
called ‘his speech,’ on Friday, that he 
was opposed to confederation, yet lie 
rqnled wjth all his might in favor of it 
when the question was up.

George McLeod wanLi the Govern
ment to give a drawback m 6 U cents on 
the thousand of lumber, he is such a 
friend of the poor man, but his own 
stevedores he compells to give him a 

; drawback.
Jo conclude for {his time, we hope 

our readerg will peruse {he leading points 
of Mr. Blake's able speech, which we 
have printed, aud our comments upon 
them. We do not pretend to be as clever 
as Mr. Blake, or to be able toargqe with 
him, provided hjs cause were as good as 
ours, but as a very wise philosopher said, 
oue grain of truth is more mighty than 
an Olympus of falsehood, and therein we 
have i vermatcbed,and over mastered the 
Liberal Leaders points.

Above all we desire to say "on behalf 
of the Conservatives” that we are more 
than pleqsed at the result of the “meet
ing." It has do»e our side so much good, 
jynd turned the other side into such a 
laughing stock, that it is doubtful now it 
we want the big guns here or, that they 
will come. Amen.

A sailor from tbe vessel “Atlantic” 
got his right arm broken, by falling into 
the hold, while discharging ballast, on 
Monday afternoon. He had it sot im- 
ediately.

LOCAL MATTER
NOTICE.

The public are hereby cautioj 
g a* ust piviiig s'lixeripti ous 
amounts tor advertisements to 
person on behalf ot the bTAR, util 
said person hold written author! 
I tom me to collect and receive
same. . „ ■J. E. Ccllins,] 

Ed. ‘-Eta

Personal.
Mr. R. B. Adams has gone to N'l 

York, for a few days, on mining bif 
ness.

Held Over.
A good deal of matter has aecuJ 

lated on our hands the past few dl 
but we shall work it off when 
columns get down ^ their norn 
duty.

Mining Matters,
There is to be :t meeting of 

Bathurst mining company in Bath iJ 
Saturday. We understand there 
be no difficulty in jilting all tbc stj 
required.

Diphtheria.— Diphtheria has extern] 
iis destructive arm into Bartibog 
where there arc about 20 persons 
tacked. A daughter of Mr. Micq 
Quigley died in tile Hotel Dieu, Thu 
day, and his son who is also there is | 
expected to recover,

A Phenomenon.
Ur. L. Stone Wiggins of the Final 

Department, Ottawa, is outrivalll 
Venuor as a weather p/ofit. Dr. 
gins and the editor of the Star ha| 
tilt through the Star on grammar 
analysis about two years ago—and 
editor got the better of him.

Errata.
Here aud there a typographical < 

crept in our last report. Mark 
thony seemed to have got out of pll 
and an a crept int > Capite, where i 
should have been. We have this to] 
ing reflection, however, that not 
of those who arc not our friends 
tected the errors.

Accidents.
Mr. Michael McMahon of Bartibo] 

who works at the rollers of Mr. Su 
balls mill was badly hurt ou Mori 
morning last. His right arm was brd 
and his left arm injured. He also] 
ceived a severe blow over the left 
He was attended to by Dr. Baxter.

STAR BRIEFS.

Bears are showing themselves in \| 
field.

Grit suicide is what the demon] 
tiou here has been aptly termed.

Alex. Carrigan bad three of I 
fingers cut off, by a circular sa] 
Morrison’s milt, on Monday last.

The News says the address presel 
to Mr. Blake here, was the prosiest I 
received in the Maritime Provinces, 
it was.

The President is still very low; the 
about the whole house is bad, yet 
patient cannot bear removal.

The circus men boarded in the sqh 
Saturday; but were they not a little I 
late? We had the “circus” there the [ 
before.

Mr. Strangs sloven ran over a 
named Peter Trainer Saturday even] 
The little fellow was unconscious fo| 
time hot soon recovered.

Diphtheria is still working its ruvag 
Michael Quigley, aged 18, a fine yo] 
man, and a son of Mr. Michael Qui j 
of Bartibogue, died this rooming, in| 
Hotel Dieu, of the fell disease, 
deeply sympathize with his parents 
family.

COMMUNICATIONS
A PREACHER UN THS STUMP.

To tbe Bdit^pflhe Star: —
Dear Sir,—The Presbyterian c] 

gregation of Tabusiutac are of the o] 
ton that their minister, Rev. Mr. Qui 
has addel nothing to his own dignity 
the importance of his congregation,] 
making a political and party speeci] 
Friday evening, in Chatham. 
Quinn is with us ouly about a year, 
he now has the warning given hin 
time, tfiat if he does not attend to| 
pulpit, adfcgive all his attention toj 
duty to which he has been selected, 
not give over his party vaporing»,I 
will not be here another year. I do 
propose to give my attention to wha] 
;S reported to have said at the meet] 
that Tabusiutac would roll up a , 
vote for Mr. Snowball next time, 
other such nonsense, because it has I 
tbe slightest weight or importance 
only desire to offer my pi o lest agi 
our minister turning into a party sN 
orator, and meddling in those 
which are not his, and which belonj 
his congregation,

1 remain Sir,
Yours very truly,

One of ms Floi] 
Tabusiutac, 6th Sjpt., 1881. 
[Perhaps “one of his tlock” does! 

know that Rev. Mr. Quinn doesffuot 
to be in Tabusiutac,''that it is “too s 
a place” 1'or film, aud that he 
fishing lor a call to St. Audvewj 
Chatham. But we cau assure his Ta 

■ iutac congregation that so lar as ge| 
to Chatham is concerned, he has 
bimselt” by his blubbering speeci 
that supper, aud oue of his Irieuds, i 
grit at that, told him so the day < 
he perpetrated the blunder.—Ed. Sd


