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Commentary.—I. John’s
16y, 1. In the fifteenth year--In
fifteenth year of his reign, counting the
two years during which he reigned con-
joiatly with his father, Augustus Caesar.
Governor of Judea—Judea was a Roman
province, and tontius Lilate had been
made governor, or procurator, after the
bamishment of Arehelaus, a son of Herod
the Great. Herod—Antipas, a brother
of Archelaus. Tetrarch—This term was
originally used to designate one of the
four parts into which a kingdom was
divided, but it was later uscd to name
the ruler of a small country dependent
upon Rome. His brother Philip—ITerod
Philip. Abilene—A country north of
I’alestine, so called from its capital,
Abila. 2. Annas and Caiapas—The Ro-
uan rulers appointed the Jewish high-
priests at this time. Annas had been
deposed and his son-in-law, Caiapas, had
been appointed in his stead. Luke goes
into particulars and thus fairly locates,
in point of time, the events which he is
is about to describe. The word of God
came unto John—This form of expres-
sion occurs over and over again in the
scriptures in conneetion with the com-
mission given by the Lord to His pro-
phets,

3. Country about Jorden—John began
713 ministry in the region where be had
spent much of his life. 1Ilis preaching,
liowever, attracted people to him from
listant villages and cities. Sec Mark 1:
5. The baptism of repentance —Sin was
a recognized fact, and John taught that
the way to obtain relief from it was to
turn away from it utterly, as a neces-
sary step toward forgiveness. Baptism
was a pledge on the part of the one
haptized that he had renounced sin, and
a sign to the world that he had turned
from evil.

4. As it is written—See Tsa. 40:3. The
voice—Attention is called to the message
rather than to the messenger. Prepare
ye the way of the Lord—TJohn's ministry
was to prepare the way for the coming
of the Messiah. In the east not much
Inber was ordinarily expended upon
roads, but whea a royal personage was
1o pass over a given road great care
was taken to have it in the best pos-
eible condition. The following verse de-
wcribes what was sometimes lone in pre-
jaring the way for the approach of a
king. 5. Every valley shall be filled, ete.

In preparing the roadbed of a railway
something much like this is done. In
preparation for the coming of Christ
the arrogancy of the Roman power nu
Le rebuked, the shallowness of pharisaie
religion must be  expressed, and  the
worldliness and ipaterialism of the Sad-
dueees must be condemned.

I John's message (vs. 7-14). 7. Gen-
eration of vipes—“Offspring of vipers.”
K. V. This strong expression was
terward used by our Lord (Matt, 23-33)
to eet forth the hypocrisy of the Phari-
~ced, who covered selfishness and prido
with a manile of religion. Who hath
warned you-—They had come and  had
~ought baptism. Some pover had drawn
them to John. It is evident that the
Ioly Spirit, who was inspiring  John's
preaching, was influencing all c¢lasses to
come to him in his desert preaching-
tlaco.. Wrath to come—The sins of the
Jewish people already merifed the judg-
mcnts pronounced in Mal, 3:2; 4:5. 8,
I'ruita gorthy of repentance--Tevent-
nieo is manifested by, outward acts.
{here is not enly sorrow for sin, but a
firsaking of sin and a turning toward
righteousness, Begin not to say, ete.-—
I: was no advantage to them to b the

ren of Abraham, if they refusel o
wive up their sins.

10. What shail we do- The fact  that
John's h.«’:ll'l‘l'.i asked him this question
~iows that they were strongly moved
by his preaching, and desirad o “bring
forth fruits wortliy of fepentance.” 11.
et him impart —The prevalent sius of
the time weer selfishness and vobbery
and repentance would be shown by
seif-denial, and by making a chariiable
nise of legitimate wealth, Meat ood.
12 Publicans--Tax-gatherers. They
were, as a class, extortionate and  un-
lust, taking cvery possible advantage
in erder to enrich them, yet they were
brought under convietion by “Johuw's
preaching, 13. Exact no more, cte, —Tax
vatherers were accustomed to vy and
volléet as heavy a tax as the |,:u|»'|.-‘
could be made to pay, and to keep  for |
themaelves all in excess of what they !
vere obliged to pay over to their sup
crior officers, Johu's answer (o their
juc<tion struck at the roct of  their
sin,

VIT. Christ’s coming  anuounced (vs.
15-17). 19, Expectation. .. mirsed -
There was a prevalent expectation that |
the Messiah was about to appear. and

arkable  charvacter  of John's
] ing led his heavers to wonder
vhether he was not really the Christ.
16, John answered—Anticipating  their
qaestion, One mightier than 1 - = Chuist,

t woithy—He whose coming John
foratold was so far exalted above John
that he was not worthy to perform for
him the dutics devolving upon the most
menial servant, e shall baptize you
with the IHoly Ghost - Baptism  with
water an outward act and the
L3 of an inward work, and the in-

v transformation was to be wrought
the operation the 1oy

with  fire- This re
stroying power of the
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The Billion-Dollar Hen

SHE'LL BE WITH US SOON, SAYS POULTRY EXPERT; CLUCKING

What is this chicken raising busi-
ness; its extent and possibilities?
What kind of a poultry plant is a
paying one? How does Queen Am-
erican Hen compare with King Cot-
ton and King Corn? Is the raising
of chickens and the selling of eggs
just a pin-money proposition, or can
it be made to take -tank with other
great rural pursuits? Those and
many other questions arise in many
minds just about the time they get
the “chicken bug.” The Daily Times
asked them of J. F. Schureman, ae-
sociate editor of American Poultry
Joural, and a noted writer on
poualtry eubjects. This is his answer.
—Editor.

(By J. F. Bchureman.)

Twenty-one years ago thé total
value of American poultry products
was only $290,000,000, and that was
considered a splendid ehowing. For
i0 years the business grew e&lowly;
{L was then regard as a “pin-money”’
occupation for women and children.
In 1900 the industry started upwards
with leaps and bounds, keeping up
ace that today only
corn, hay and cotton eurpass it in
ralue -of all farm products,

The year of the greatest growth in
value of the poultry products was
1907, when & jump was made from
$500,000,700 to $600,000,000. Again in
1908 the gain was nearly $100,000,000,
and the three following years have
chowed gains of over half the amount

OF THE FARM.

annually. The day is not far distant
when the poultry” industry will
the billion-dollar industry, the leader
aming all the live steck and grain
growing industries of the country.

One mighty factor has been the
awakening of farmers to the 82i-
bilities of intelligent poultry culture.
Until within recent vears the aver-
age farmer paid very little attention
to his poultry and his flock was made
made up of a heterogeneous conglom-
eration of nondeccript fowls, inbred,
emaciated, non-productive birds that,
instead of paying a profit, were o=n ab-
solute expence.

Instead of having warm' quarters
in which to roost, they were compelled
to roost in the trees, on the fence,
in the pig pen or the cow stable, or
wherever they could find it and to
eat enow when thty were thirsty in
the winter time. They were exposed
to all kinds of weather and etood
around on one foot half the time,
hungry and cold and not ecaring
whether they lived or died. Under
such conditions winter eggs were out
of the question, and in the spring
the hens stole away under the barn
or out in the weeds and laid a clutch
of eggs in obedience to the material
desire to bring forth their young,
though it would eeem that the treat-
ment they had received would have
annihilated all the maternal desire
and instinet they ever possessed.

But to-day ine farmer has awaken-

PULLET IS ALREADY QUEEN

ed to the possibilities of poultry cul-
turc and is giving this branch of his
business.the same care and attention
that he gives to other branches. He
hag discovered that instead of being
a nuisance, as he formerly consid-
ered the chickens, they are a source
of profit—in fact, the most profitable
live stock on the farm when properly
taken care of.

He has also learned that there is
something in blood and breeding as
well as in care and feeding; that
there is all the difference in the world
between the nondescript, emaciated
hen and the pure-bred, vigorous hen
that has by careful breeding Leen
perfected as an egg producer and the
producer of strong, vigorous progeny.
On the average farm nowadays we
find flocks of purc-bred fowls, full
of vigoer and stamina and bred to the
highest degree of productiveness,
which means profit. And they are
lioused in warm, sanitary houses and
properly fed and cared for. The
natural result is an enormous “in-
crease in eggs and fowls for market.

The incubator, or modern artificial
hatcher, has played a most import-
ant part in the development of the
poultry industry. There are poultry
farms in thiz country where from
50,000 to 100,000 chicks are hatched
annually. The town lot poultryman
and farmer are also using the arti-
ficial hatchers and brooders with the
best of success.

inded become a barren wiiderncss when
“the voice of one crying” was unexpect-
edly heard. The pecple were chafing un-
der the yoke of Pagan Rome. Remem-
bering that they were Jehoval’s cove-
nant people, their vearning for dehver-
ance naturally took on a religious form.
They supposed that it was their politi-
cal condition which needed {o undergo
a change. They were full of a fatal self-
sufficiency, so far as their own char-
acter. was concerned.  Pride of ancestry
was very prevalent among the Jews.
They were not called upon to disown
their deacent from Abraham, but warn-
ed agair:t trusting in it as a means of
salvation or muaking it a substitute for
personal piety. Johu preclaimed to the
Jew that he needed {o e introduced in-
to the kingdom of God. He placed bap-
tism in a relation with confession of sin
and repentance, and made it the eymbol
of certain epiritnal realities: evil re-
cognized and repudiated, good perceived
and chosen. Those baptizel were mnot
only penitent ones, but men consecrated
to a great hope. Such a baptism was
needed, a morai power that would at
once enlighten,  convinee, convert, amd
inspire  with a well grounded hope.
John's baptism was preparatory and ini-
tintory to the gespel. His teaching was
that lti‘]n‘lllz\lh““ must first condemn sin,
that grace might blot it out that every
Vs character i3 defermined by  the
ndara he maintains in living, and that
repentance must always precede the
tom of God. John's preaching was
edingly plain and practieal, 1t was
the proclamation to all that the cne re-
formation needed, in order to  better
times, wos seli-veformation, where «ll
roforry mist hegin, What  he
whied was a gospel of divine origin,
Adesign of whicl: wos to separate the
guod from the bad.  John proclaimed
with earnestness and persistency, the
truth which had been breathed into his
own heart by the spirvit of God. 1t was
the evident sincerity of Jean the Bap-
tist which drew around him the sinners
of Judex. and he demanded sincerity in
veturn.  1he divectness and form of his
lia which he clothed his
shioned how radieal was the
at which he aimed, namely, ve-
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I, Proclaipnng a kinglom., Few Bible
characters are so ~trangely atiraciive ae
that of John the Paptist. In the wilder-
ness he was eapowered for serviee, and
from the wildernesz he beman his nis-
sionary work,  He held direetly to his

when went forth. His
g was stern, duemtless and prac-
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effect cn the caged songster.
From the tips of his plumage
to the heart of his song it gives
brilliant, sparkling vivacity.
A cake of this Treat comes In
every package of
Brock’s DBird Sced

and in Brock’s only. Be sure
you get Brock’s. This splendidly
balanced ration cf clean, imported
seeds, with Brock's Bird Treat fer
dessert, will fit your bird to render
his purest, richest song.

We want you to find out how
beneficial Brock's Bird Treat will
be for your bird, and will send you
2 full-size cakes of the Treat if
youwill mail us the coupon below.

NICHOLSON & BROCK
9-11 Francis St., Toronto.

For this coupen, please send
me, free cf charge or obligation
ocn my part, two full-size cakes of
Brock's Bird Treat, and oblige.
Name .. 48
3

ADDRESS

tical, yet there was a wonrd ot hope even
in his storm of vengeance. e granted
that repentanrce was no easy thing. that
it ccst time and efiont to level wount-
ains. Jic urged that the'smallest set of
service done for Christ hag an import-
ance all of its own. He !.xh\-tnur upo
externa! condlet, vet coun it
value only as'the fruit and proof
inward change of mind anl pui prse
John was utterly fearless and unmind
ful of his own interests when duty calleld
him to speak against sin. 1lis soul was
too upright {o be blinded by what look-
ed like When the question
arose whether he was the Christ, a self-
cecking man would have turned the
doubt to his own account, but John's
mind never lost its balance m the tu-
wult. of great soccess. He always 1e
tained a true c-timate of hims

)
1

SieCcess,

STOVE §
POLISH |

It used to be that the dirtiest and hardest work
a woman had te do about the house was,

polishing the stoves.

“Black Knight' Stove Polish bas made it mo

work and no muss at all.

“Black Knight' Is a smooth paste, that is spread
casily with a cloth or brush and shines like a black

diamond after a fow gentle rubs.
It cicans as it polishes—keeps the stoves fresh 555

SSS

and bright, with alinost as little troublecas =N

polishicg one’

10c. buys a big cam of “Black Kaight."
—at your dealer's, or seat postpaid om
recelpt of price.

time being.

| erable work during the stummer, needs

j up argument agai
ito

work and his Master. Nothing but in-
jury to others, damage to the cause of
Ged, and sorrow to himself could have
come from an overestimate of himself or
his position. e not only declared the
dignity of Christ's person, but the excel-
leney of his office. John was a godly,
upright, heroic soul.
when the people were moved to inquiry,
to Lring bLefore them the greatness of
Christ and His work, compared to him-,
gelf or his baptism. e was but a herald
to perpare the people for the real King.

A dog that is worth kecping is en-
titled to good shelter.

I know a young man who started
farming for mmself five years ago. He
has succeeded and last year purchased
an auto. For this act he has been cri-
ticised unmercifully by his father, and
vet I remember that it caused a much
greater sacrifice for this man to buy
a bugay 85 years ago. Ilis neighbors
predicted baunkruptey. without fail. You
see, therefore. that it all depends,

The first top buggy that came into
cur iccauty was regarded as a verit-
able death trap agd the man who own-
ed it was called a “loon” not only be-
hind his back, but also to his face.

Horses are cheaper, at least for the
Many think 21l the decline
will be regained by spring, when good
bozzes will be as high as the hLighest.
Market prophecies are as uncertain as
weather prophecics, and no wise man
will make either or believe in either, but
this time we have the Presidential clee-
tion to taxe ieto  consideration, and
there's no telling what will happen in
a Presidertial year.

__Fhe horse now 1dle that does consid-

He took occasion:

have an idea both will have to give in
a little. »

I wonder if those who complain so
about the boys and girls having the
farm ever tried the experiment of mak-
ing the farm home pleasant, profitable
and agreeable to the young folks. Keep-
ing them everlastingly busy at home
and giving them no money to spend for
their own, is calculated to sicken any-
one of farm life.

My grandfather used to make axe and
hammer handles that would last for
years and years. I was wishing for one
of his make the other dav. after break-
ing a 25 cent handle that had about as
much strength to it as if made of so
much brown paper. It seems an cxcep-
tion to get a “store” handle that is any
good. If I had some of the old Vermont
wood I would try making some,

—— P

TORONTO MARKETS.

FARMERS' MARKET.
Dressed hogs 5 Ak va
Butter, good to choice

Eggs, new-laid, dozen ..
Chickene, 1b.. .. .. ..

Ducks, 1D.. o oo s
Fow!, Ib.. ..

Turl eys, 1b..

Geeste, 1b..

Apples, bbl

Potytoes, bag ..
Catbage, doezn

Bee!, hindquarters ..
Do., forequarters .. ..
Dn., cholce, carcase.. ....
Do., medium, carcase ..
Veul, prime
Mutten, prime .

Lamt, Spring .. 3 %
SUGAR MARKET,

Sugars are quoted in Toronto, in bags,
per ewt., as fellows:

IExtra granulated, St. Lawrence ....$5
DO IRCADATI S0 el s 505
Do., Acadia .. .
Imperiel granulate
Beaver granulated
Do., Redpath’s ....
In barrels, ¢ per

Se less,
LIVE STOCK.

Toronto despateh:  The market at the
Western Cattle Market {8 again dragging
this morning. Common cattle are still
condng in, in spite of the notlece of the
drovers to tite farmers to not send their
strictly common and hal{-fattened butch-
ers’ cattle to the market. Guod and
choice cattle are selling strong, but the
demand not quite as keen as earlier
in the week. Mileh cows are becoming
plentitul, with prices steady. Good lambs
aca firm ut yesterday’s quotation, but
common or barn lambs are not bringing
tho prices expected by the farmers, [Hogs
have taken a little rise and are up ten
cents,
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To-day's quotations:
Buicher cattle, cholel
De., medium ..
Do., common ..
Butchers' cows,
Dou., medium
Do.,

Do..

Feeding steers ..
Stockers, choice
Do., light ..
Milkers, chcic
Springers 3
Sheep, ewes

$ 6060
520
500
540
46
50

chofce

S e SIS g

each .

=3

fed a
Hoxs, f.o.b...
Catvs..

vluth—Wheat--No.
. 1 nuorthern, $1.08 1-5;
04 7-5; May, §$1.06 1-8 as

S
MINNEAPOLIS GRAIN MARKET.
AMinnecapolis—Close- W

to $1.07 1- July, $1.07

1.08 1-8; No. 1 nurtliern

3-8: No. 2 northern, 8t

$1.02 1-3 to $1.03 3-8,

Corn—N¢ yellow,

ard, LR 7-8;
o. 2 nortiern,

1, July, $1.08-

Flour—First patents
ond patents, $1.75 to §5:

$4.09: cend clears,
NIPEaG GRAL

stion, as- |

daily ¢ u
in - proper

e to keep his d
and circulation
working order. i

While making your New Year resolu- |
ticns, what bave yon resolved to do |
about parcels post? Too many farmers ;
who need this neverhave resclved about |
it—that's always been the great draw- |
back to its adeption: Unless the farm-
ers speak up in writing to their Cen- |
gressmen and tell them they want par-
cels pest, there's little possibility of its
ever being realized. as the interests who
do not want it arve constantly bringing
inst it. Write a letter
your Congressman, urging him to
support pareels post -not to morrow o
next week. but rvight now

If you speak to the .urse. then yell
at him again before he has time {o obey
the first command. you may just ex-
peet him to become confused till he acts
almost as crazy as his master dees,

Adding a little grain to the roughage
ration of even the stoek herds, not only
savea roughage. but by fuinishi
areater variety of feed, better dig
will be promoted and more nourishment
obtained than from a like amount of
a single article of feed.

If you would have the bank aceount
balance in your favor, he sure to feed
the dairy cows a balanced ration.

This is a good time to get on close
terms with those colts.

Some of the farmers say they are not
going to pay such high prices for hired
kelp another year, and the hired help
say they will not work for less than
they rceeived this vear. \Who will fin-
AV ogive in oten to Le scen. but T

o

{Outs are

Winnipeg—\With very
ices reacted cn this
prives
Y, &-8 lower
» lower tor July,
tone. Ti.e closing
lower for chl Ma 1-8¢ lower for naw
v, and 1-4¢ I¢ for July., The cash
demand is only fair, and prices declined
on all grade Teed, rajected seeds and
touzh being unchansed. Export enquiry
is absolutely off and wit eox tending
dewnwards Luve ape holding  back.
keeping € May, with
firnier tendency. ' '
doing in Julv,

S¢
th a w
figures

Receipts are still heavy, although MNght-
er than Wednesday, and 301 cars in sight

for inspection.
\Vheat—N-x‘). 1

northern,
0.

Cash grain:
08 1-4c; No.

K 1-8¢; No. 4, a 1§
67c: No. 2 red winter, : No. 3 red win-
ter, §0c; No. 4 red winter, 8 3-4e. -

Osts—No. 2 Canadian western, 41 1-2¢c;
No. 3, do., 42 1-2c; extra No. 1 feed, 36-
1-2¢; No. 1 feed, 35 1-2¢c; No. 2 feed, Sic.

Berley—No. '.'/rojectcd fced, 42 1-2¢; (ced,

MONTREAL LIVE STOCK.

Montreal—At the Canadian Paclifie Live
Stock Market the recelpts of live stock
for the week ending February 3rd were
1,159 cattle, 2i5 sheep and lambs, 1250
hugs and 360 calves, while the ofterimgs
this morning amounted to 450 cattle, 100
sheep and lambs, 1,100 hogs and 80
calves. Although the supply of cattle
was very small a weaker feeling devel-
oped in the market and prices ruled about
25c per 100 pounds lower than on Mon-
day. The demand was limited, owing
to the fact that buyers were generally
well supplied with the .class of beef of-
fercd and were not disposed to load up
with any more for the time being, con-
sequrently the trade was slow throughout
the day and the market was dull. A
few top quality steers sold as high as
$6.50, and some choice cows at $4.75 per
109 pounds. The trade In small meats
was also quiet, on account of the limited
supplfes coming forward, and prices
showed no important change. The tone
of the market for hogs was stronger
under an increased demand, and smaller
supplies and prices advanced 10c to 20c
ner 100 pounds, with sales of selected
lots at $7.25 to $7.3% per 100 pounds, welgh-
ed coff cars. Quotations: Butchers’
cattle, choice, $6.25 to $6.50; do., medium,
$4.75 to $6; do., common, $3 to canners,
$2.50 to butchers’ cattle, choice cows,
$4.75 to $5; do., medium, $3.25 tc $4.25; do.,
buils, $3 to $5; miikers, cholce, each, §75
to $80; do., common and meds‘um, each,
$50 to $60: springers, $20 to $45; sheep.
ewes, $4.50 to $4.75; bucks and culls, $3.75
to $1.25: lambs, $6.50 to $7; i.ogs, f.0.b.,
$7.35 to $7.35; calves, $3 to $§10,

CHICAGO LIVE STOCK.

Cattle—Recelpts estimated at 7,000,
Merket—Steady to strong.
Bevees .. e wr 8480 $6G65
TOX8E Stecrs &, .. Lol s A8 6 85
Western steers .. .. .. .. .. 490 710
Stcckers and feeders . . 38 610
Cows and heifers .. 215 6%
5% 8

CAIVECE: sstiiss, ss sollas
Hrgs—Receipls estimated at 39,000,
Murket—Qplet and steady.

Light .

Mixed S TS T T ¢

o
®
LS

Brik of sales..
Sheep—Receipts e
Murket—Slow,

Native

Western .. .

RCAPUNER o viis svis asiete

Lambs, native .. .... ..., ..

WESREIN * 5iv sass o5 mene s

BUFFALO LIVE STOCK:

East Buffalo despatch—Cattle — R
-'n-ngtq 150, elow and casy.

Veals—Receipts 100 active and steady,
5.50 to $10. ¥

Hogs—Receipts, 2,400 head ,active and
steady to 5S¢ lower, heavy and mixed,
$6.50 to $06.55; Yorkers, $6.50 to $8.60,
pigs, $6.25 to $06.40, roughs, $5.75 to 85.-
00, stags, $4.50 to $5.25, dairies, $6.25
to $6.50.

Sheep and lambs — Receipte 6,000
sheep active anl steady. Lambs elow
25¢ lower; lambs $3.50 to $6.90, a few
§7.10.

Paris, Feb. 8.—Prices were firm
the Bourse to-day.

BLACK WART.

Canada to Put Up the Bars
Against This Pest.

T
Inzcs %‘.8!?‘3‘-8
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Washington, Feb. 12.- Canada is about
to put up the bars against potatoes
from the United States, fearing the
dread black wart, according to Depart-
ment of agriculture officials. The “wart”
does not exist here, but there is no
quarantine law which would keep in-
fected potatoes from Europe out of Am-
erican ports whence they might make
their way into Canada.

For this reason the Department of Ag-
viculture is particularly anxious to have
Congress pasa at its next session a bill
already introduced which would regulatoe
the importation of nursery stock and
establish a strict quaraniine against
plant discases and insect pests. Similar
Lills have heen defeated a number of
times, but Government ofificials said to-
J.’}\* that they thought the measure
would pass this vear. Nursery men, it
is saild, have withdrawn their onposition,
several slight changes in the bill having
madae it mant {heir ideas,

[FREE

GIRLS. Don't miss this wend-
A\ srful chancs to obtain absolutely
o5 free this g hand:

A 1} lovely stoul te match, a magni
imperted dressed Dell, and this
iovely snaikling jewclled Ring.

78R Thisis ndsomest \ano
.A.’;y) everseen, it has two full octaves
L of [outen keys, metal sound-
/ing board all beaut decor-
alovel
to match, ft
end you cen
easly play any number of lovaly
suiprise your mciher

s.
ificent Doll goes with

rincess

od head,

O the i
fully jointd lecs

“MAGNIFICENT DOLL PIANO AN
AND LOVELY IMPORTED DOLL

ND STOOL B

13,
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