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owner of the Wire Silver, and he turn-
and was
8bop! foreman’ W
b say that- the wrecking train wu
mﬁhm

OR the first few weeéks after the
change in ownérship and the
arrival of the new superintend-

eat at Angels a sardonic lq‘;;h 3

was Mednd in ‘the'lgnd. ' Phe.Reéd
ert grimmed like the famed Cheshire
cat wi incoming e ¢
east m inndry bores :&d tn:l:i!
said to contain the new boss’ ward-
robe. Its guffaws were long and up-
Froarious when it began to be -noised
about that the company carpenters
and fitters were installing a bath and
othe¢r civilizing and softening “appH-~
ances in the alcove opening out of the

headquarters building.

Lidgerwood slept in the Crow” fm&
not se much from choice as for the
‘reason that there seemed to be no al-
ternative:save a rqom in the town
tavern, lpprbpr!me]v naﬁled the Ho-
tel Celestial.

It i a“rallroad proverb that the
preperly inoculated railrond man eats
andisleeps with his business. Tidger:
wood .exemplified the saying by ‘hdv-
ing a  wire cut into the .dispatcher's -
office, with the terminalg on a. little
table at his bed’s head and with a_ tiny ..
telegraph relay instrument mounted
on'the stard.’ "Through the relay, tap-
ping softly in the darkneéss, camie ‘the'
news jof line. and -often-'ffter the'
strenuous Way. was ;ended 'Lidgerwood '
would He.awake listeping. - . . 3.J%

At the tar paper.covered. fron roof-
ed Celestial, Mhere he took his meals,
legmord ‘had a table to himself.
which he shared at times with Mec-
Closkey" ‘atid"at “other times with"
/ breezy Jack ‘Benson; | the 'young ‘engi-*
neer: whom - Vice President::Ford had':
sent upon ' Lidgerwooed's request.and
.recommendation to put new. life. Inte
the track force and to, make thg pre-
liminary sturveys for a possible west-
ern ‘extension of the rodd. -

On. the line’ and “in"the rdundhwse
and repair:shops ‘the ‘nidkname  “Col-
lars and ‘Cuffs” became -classical, and’
once,. when, Brannagan and -the: 117/
were iordered .out _.on, the: service. car.:
the Irishman. wore. {he highest  cellu-
loid collar he ggnlgwﬂnd in Angels
rounding out the clo th a pair.
of ‘huge wickerwars cub's Y’v]ﬁfeﬁ had”
once seen service as the coverings of
s pafrof maraschino bottles, « ¢

‘Lidgerwdod ighored the jests ‘good
natarediy.« rather -thankful: for: the

playful interluGe: - which gave. him, a4 -’
breathing, space and. time;to study the |
field before the rea} battle should_be

gin,

That ‘a battle womd 'Have 16" be m
fonght” wis' evident enough K8 yet

the demoralizdtion  had’ béen mn-ely

{ i i

_ | to be coolly ignored when the ehlnced
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On the ] Bu e utarn orders,
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utabllity of the-laws
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Dlrocud to account for fuel and ofl
the enginemen good natured-
reports and the storekeepers

‘0. K’d them.
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rather thau the exception. and it
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fire ‘was never :

cCloskey an--

ﬂn drry calls t:omvmou

m&m

!nq'lngunten m!nuu lnhrn.lmlo.
ST
went out and'&bt:ibemhl
of the track clearers,

This happened when the joke was at
‘I-Boodtide; “and the" inen”of the Wieek-.

er mmnng For one thinz. Lidger-
wood’ \g‘m exocuﬂmut was t 1
hm bead of the ten gallon celebra-
wimer, before it
'W&8 even spigoted, and for'another he
‘quickly proved that -he<was Gridley’s
equal, if not his master. in .the gentle
art of track clearlng Through . the J-
| long. day and the still longer night of |
‘tofl and stress. the new boss was ablo
to endure hardship wm. the best man’
“en the ground. —

‘This was excellent, as'#4r as'it went
'But later, with the offéndiigeattle
‘traln crews before him:for trisl and
Jpunishment, legerwoqa lost all he had
Eained by being too easy.

“We've got him “chasin’ his feet,”
said Tryon, onme of the rule
| engineers, making his report to

/F'roundhouse contingent st the' ‘close of

'the “sweatbox” interview. ‘Tt's Juist
‘fas I've been tellin’ you mugs all along—
he hain't got sand enough to fire any-
Ono day in Lidgerwoml's private ot~
leo Jack Benson said to him:
“What do you know gbout Fred
Dawson, Gridiey’s shop draftsmany’

“He seems: a fine fellow:.
—mnah tan fine g féllow to ha wastine
nimself out here in tne aesert. Why?'
i“Oh, I just wanted to know:
-at his mother and sister?”

“No.”
, you ought to. The mother is

“W
the only only two angels in Angell.
and the sister is the other.

checked, and:sooner or later the neces

begin. Gridley, whose atﬁmde toward
the..new. superintepdent continued. to
be. that of a disinterested. gdviler as
sured” Lidgerwood that he was losing
ground by not opening the campaign
of Severity ‘at once. '

The fact that the maater mechanic

was continuglly, Jhe warfare

sary ;rafical reforms -would have: 20{

g 'lth
mﬁm Wmd m 2 Rea |

e T s T e

suchk a contriry éffect

Lidgerwood ;
mww%:pnmuﬁ-um4, B, |

certain. feeling of distruat- md

sion, dating Back to his first nnpri. .

dlons of ‘the man. died hard,
Oddly - enough. on the ‘other hand, .

there was a pi

nnreuoninx, for Balloek.

to inépire Iﬂdnc or ‘even’comimon btm-
ness ¢onfidence,  On the contraty, while’
Hallpek attended to his duties and ear--
ried “out- bis superior’s instructions -
with the exsciness of- an. automaton,
his gttitude was distinetly atagonistic. -
As the chief subaltern on Lidgerwood” s
small staff he was efficient and well.
nigh imvainable. .- As: a .man  Lidger-
Wwood felt he might easily be regarded
as .an enemy K whose designs

Dever be fathomed or, prefigur but
under the crabbéd #nd gloomy cnut of
the man'the stuperintendent fancied he
could discover a certain savage loyalty.
But under” the loyalty ‘thers was a
geeger depth—ot mhary or m:ody or.
ot

Questioned by Lideerwood M(‘C}m»

quiteas |
absolutely “riothing tn’ the Wd:n”

‘megle 'at the ‘time; But Fred took it
|- hard; det it mpoil his life. He threw
. up -everything, left . college -between
two days and cume to bury himself '
out here. !‘ortwoyonrahomht
‘e mother' and sister know whm
‘he was; ‘made remittances to them |
tﬁ'ughabankm()mahn-othey
"shoaldn’t be able to ‘trace Mm. Care
btuuymu?"

“Yes: go on.” said the npeﬂnmd-
ut.

1 found him." chuckled Benson,
"and 1 took the liberty of piping his
little game off to the harrowed women.
‘Next thing he knéw they dropped in
on hini, and’ e 1§ Just crazy enough
to stay here and to keep them here.

Mhat wonldn't be so had’ if it .mwesn’t

a2 by- |
xforuﬁta

Instructcd to |

lll n fashion of disappearing ‘| :

Ty ki

Ixmwtookatenganon ko‘ot
superintendent’s ‘sleeping room in ﬁe . Fongy :

““Next to nothing personaily.” replied:
‘Tddgerwood. .

‘Bver. |
| threatened. to. involve the telegraph

%” “.ﬂ " ""“‘"”"'W i R
ol

) ; od 81 It ig the pruilmpe

of mth !b be intolerant of agze in ts

rival. Gridley was. possibly. forty t{
or three, but- on- was still on ¢

EWenty-five  “You are

riticised. - “Gria:

fenougly to marry

and 1o live long

: . Dawdon wants me- to
s at the-house. I'm fn-

1 can’t glve you an- oﬂee
" job" said the superlntendent in mock

» bgt'.muix_: do the next
beltm Get Fred totake you bome
with him some of these fine ev
and youw’ll mever gu back totheCahI
tial, not 'if you: ¢an. persuade Mrx
‘Dawson to feed yon. The alternative
is to fire Gridley out of his job.”
time you are trying to make
tho ull wag thé dog.” ‘said@ Lidger-
‘(ir!dlev hax twice my baek-
the P. 8. W. board of dl!'ecm
es, he’s a good fellow, and if 1
up on the mesa and try to stand
off for you it will be only beauﬁ 1
hope.you are a betrer fetlow.”
“Prop it up on any leg you ll;g_ only
£g0.” said Benson qimplv Tl take it

as & r Mf ;gd
= po%ivz’t
gﬁ b’m fm) hot to faf lir“ love
1th Bayqqq \,you op
ﬁt@m 1 ll
w’vond 8" *wu

‘mo. m:don’; baye; to. dack. . You
can safel tdeputize e, 1 guess.”

“All tight,’and mAny thanks. Here's
202 coming in*#nd 'I'm going over to
Navajo on it Don't wait too long be-
fore you make up to Dawson. Youll
M him well worth while after you've
_broken through his shell.”

-When" Lidgerwood began the draw-
ing of the met ' new time ¢card was
strung with ‘McCloskey's co-operation,
"and when it went into efféct a notice
on all bulletin beards announced” the
#['adoption of the standard: *Book of |,
‘Rules” and promised: penalties ‘in: a
.rising scale tor \mauthaﬂud dcpartnro
therefrom.

Promptly the horse lnnzh dlol o.m
and the trouble storm ‘'Was  evo
firiavance ' commiftees haunted ‘the
Crow’s Nest, ana tue .usurna.uu....
heuon. starting with the” trllnmen
‘and spreading to ‘the track’ foree,

‘operators—threatened to become a pro-
test unanimous and, in ;the mass.
| Worse than. this, the service. haphas-
| ard emough before. 0ow., became  a
| maddening chaos. brden were nn.-

| understood, (M&ber wilitully  oF ' not

inquiry could” determine:
: wmkl were /of almost daily occar-
réence, and the shop track: ‘was:speedily -
filled to the:switches. with crippled en-
gines and cars. |

n the pandpponlum of potoward

events McCloskey was L
& rlgbt band. - tolling. * smifing.
i el

striving:

‘proving ‘himiseif ' a

gh%d _soldier. - But ‘¢lose Belind: Bim
| camie Gridley, always susve and: ‘good
nltured. making no:.complaints. . not
‘even when the repair work; ‘made. nec-
-essary by the innumerable wrecks
- grew. mountain high. and always coun-

firmness and more dhclplhe.

mnl.llthoﬂme andyou’llwh
‘out all rlgh'.." said he.

In the ‘'small” Inadqnamn 1ig Bnl
Tlock '~

to awaken' in -an unsuecessful eandi- -
‘date for the official headship of the
"Red Butte Western. ' There were none.

‘McCloskey, being of Scottish blood- 'and have a goed wmany members, 100,”

a: desert seasoned, was a cool . in-
ter who could take punishment
}vlthont wincing overmuch. But at-
the end ' of the first fortnight of the
new time card he corncred his ‘chief in
the private office and freed his mind.
“It's no wuse, Mr ' Lidgerwood: we
can’t make these reforms. stick with
the outfit we’ve got.” he asserted, in
isharp’ discouragement. ‘."I'ho. mt
~ything on the docket, will be a
.and you know what that will meln in
% ecopntry ‘where ‘the whisky 18 U.‘

i tpﬂ nine mu nm of enq tqt go

. ﬂm"
Yto ‘say ft. thongh his lips were curious |,

| - “Don't ‘give In an inch. “Show these |
'muekers that you mean business; and

The {lomber.”
“Which meauu?" queried’ the supeér- |
! intamlont. e
““That the numbers or the initials. or -

| that it was s put up job to steal the | -

xed or trou

e know, ﬂerthelui xhe “reforms
Baye got fo Rick™ returned Lidwer:
“wood definitivels. (e are golng to
ran this rafiroad as -it-should ‘be run
or hangz it up'in the air. Did you dis-
gharge that operstor at Crow Canyon
~the fellow ‘who let train 76 get by
Bbim without orders night before last?”

“Dick Rufford® Ob, yes: 1 fired him,
and he came in on 202 today. lugging
a plece of m-tmm and shnouny L3id
bis mouth about what be wns woln, £
to do 6 me—and fo you. rg)se
:you knmow that his ‘brother Bnrt he

out’ at Redlight Sammy's faro game

and ‘the meanest deril this side of the

Timanyonis?"

9 didnt know it. but that cuts pe

‘Lidgerwood forced himself

ly dry. “We'are going to have disel-
bt o ﬁ e
lgh characteristic

rQ"

3D i

daylight he pulled on. me out of his

ﬁ

3
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killer,' they ' .call him.. is the ‘look- f.

pline on “this" 'ﬂm'oﬂ[ while we stay ¢

down tor dropping that new lhittlng, ‘
mntcfanopenmwhinbroad :

.mi .e.y nor mnﬂu
lhoot “his leul.
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there was a considerable
mthcmh:muumonﬂlenuot
the executiv: cummlttcetoueconntfor

than IM take from - any Hwing man
again.”

fevél' if 1 wepre you. Mac said the
superintendent. -

“I'm down, there right now. in self
defense,” was the sober rejoinder.
“Xnd if yowl take ‘a hint from me
you'll -heel yountelr too, Mr.  Lidger
wood.”

It was an .hour or two later in the
same day when McCloskey ‘came into
| the private office ‘again. ‘hat tilted to
lou and the gargoyle face portraying
fresh soul agonies.

“Phey've taken to pillaging now!™ he
lnm out.. “The 316. that new saddle

tank shifting engine. has disappeared
I saw Broderick using the ‘95, and
when I asked him why he ‘said he
couldn’t find ‘the.'16."

“Couldn’t find .it?

“No. - nor I.can’t either.”

“Where was it at last accountﬂ"

“Standing on the coal track under
chute No. 8, where the night crew left
#t at midnight or thereabouts.”

“But certainly somebody must know
where it has gohe said Lidgerwood.

“Yes, and. by ‘grépples. I think 1
Enow. wiio ‘that somebody is?’-

“Who is it?"

e k:shounld tel. you. you .wonidn’t
believe it and, besides. | baven't zn
the proof = Buf I'm goinz to gat t
proof,” shaking a menacing rnrptmxer ;
“and when | do”-

The Interruption 'was the eptrince
mﬁ‘ﬂﬂhck coming. in with the ipay-

for the superintendent's approval.’
McCloskey broke off short and.turned
to the door.

echoed Lidger-

-

CHAPTER VI.
EVERY MAN'S '“lARl

HIS switching: engine mylun
opens up a field that I’ve been
trying to get into for some
little. time.. Mac.” the supor:

m‘ began , 2ALEEr O G il
had elapsed and the trainmaster had
-Feturned to theé private office. /

“Wastage, you mean? queried the
/ tratiiimakter.

“That is what | bave been’ callihg
ft—a reckless disregard for the valne
of anything and everf¥thing that can
“be included 1o a requisition. There ix

of way is littered from end to end with
good materia) thrown aside.  But Im}
Aafraid that isn’t the worst of it,” .
The thhun;lter was nurslng a knee®
and screwing his face into the reﬁeo

cab window. What I had to take !
‘while’he had me ‘hands up'is mm]ﬁg

- wonldn't get down to the desert }

a:good deal of that. I know. The right.|

by the old:Red:Butte. Western. .hosses -

fand if a man didn’t take stock he got

Mdl’lked If bhe did take it the

mumnAqmal’?m

premiums were held out on the pay-
L Polls. It smells like a good, old fash-
loned graft with the lid ndiled on.”

“My duty is tlear.”’ said Tidgerwood.
“Of course, the ' Pacific “Sovthw
‘eompany isn’t respousible for theé side
idsue schemes of the old Red Butte
Western officisls. ‘But I want to do
atriot instice. These men charge thc

‘officials of the buildiig a1 joan cow-
ﬁiywrtho”nﬁluhon%m ‘There was .
nuhm.ofmmlmm
in the treasury 'when :the nvhdu
“an‘;":’memm
"n-,m ntend that 501
_to them. ¢

5 egn;mdontommmitb

‘nndlounmnmfe.r who ‘was

tive scheme of distortion.

“Those . things are always hard to
prove. 1f a company employee wants
to steal and there isn't enough com-
mon honesty among his fellow employ- f
ees to hold him down ‘he ean’ ‘steal
fast enough and ‘get away with it.” L
" ‘“By littles, yes. ‘but not'in quntity %
pursued “Lidgerwdod. ;W
the g-tty thim lo

m tll! tnee»of thole two arlaada;
-of company. lumber lost in transit be-
tween -here and Red Butte two wesen
ago?”’ ‘ # ‘
*“No. nor of tue _LArS wem:elve‘. :
They _were ;engrteg as _{Wo irans- |

con t.p,l
tlney glven' in ﬂ"fg car record.
seem to have dioappeared with the |*

both, were wroagiy reported. It means.

lumber.”

“BExactly. And there was a mixed
carload of Hme and cement lost at
about the same time. ‘wasn’t there?”
“Yes,”

Lidgerwcod’s swing chair righted it-
self to the petpeiidicular-with a snap.
“It is an organized: gang, rand it
must have its members s am-red

be said conclusively. *“That brings us
to the disappearauce of the switching
engine again. 'No one man made “off
with that singlé ‘handed. Mac.”
“Hardly.”

“1 bélieve we'll’ get to the bottom of
all. the looting on this switching exn-
gine business. . They have overdone it
rhis. time, = You. can’s put a locomotive
lo your pocket and walk off. with it.

" “Put the objec \Ir\ McCloskey—
il hx puwiMe profir eould rhere” b in

W wf o lncamorive tha r(sn nei-

tials and numbeuv"
They' |

‘Hal

I(eclo-tey sat. up and tﬂtnﬂ »his
mwmm«a,l;otmm “Grig-

L) ‘méw’ complaint.

» L osed. to it, only abost a thousand dol-‘

ii.unrn ‘hiesitant panse; "nd-
m&xmm«nmmmm
or for anybody. I was boping: that you

-might. know some of the inside: details
»lndlomhltcwertormewmn
‘the truth. I can't.

was cnlmbly responsible for the dis-
rance of the money.”

*1 am Dot a fair witness.” reiterated
‘McCloskey. “There’s been xom and
Pve listened to it.”

“About this building and loan mea?"

“Noj;-about the wife.”

*To-Hallock’s discredit, you, mean? .

“You'd think so.  There was a acan-
dal of some sort; I don't know wllnt it
was—never wanted to know. But tbere
are’ m here in Angels who hint that
‘killed the wonian’ and sonk:
‘her’ 11t ‘the Timanyeni.” »

e vens!” exclaimed Lidgerwood .
undershis breath. I can't believe thut;

i
¥

*{this,” ‘he begged.

. said McClkev
(i nyont

. ers for the time being, at any rate.”

{1idgerwood.. who,hn.d d.iueq

“'I'his desk for an atthck upon’the accu-

£ rallroad until you

mmw tﬂnkmmmqk”

@ve that Hallock |

tl‘du,_ 0 »gr. Lid- |
s jf_ when it |

freight conductor named Jackson
‘Mh‘hﬂawm with' In Mr. Fer- §
guson’s, time, and it . 10 blows.
Hallock got the worst of the fist fight,

There was || B

Jbut Ferguson made a joke of it and

wouldn’t fire Jackson. Hallock bided
his time lke an lndlgn and worked it
‘around so that JacksSon' got promoted
to a passenger run. ~After that it was
‘eany.”

Ilnw ”,! &3

0t was the devil’s own game. J-eb-
SOn Was a bandsome young. fellow,
and Hallock set a woman on him—a

! mgom” ut

w. x.!mx.o.

W, B. Nerthrap, K.C., M.P.

I.D.PC-.-.

woman out of, Cat Biggs' dance hall

From that to’ﬁoldlng out fares to get
more money to squander was only a
step forthe young fool, and he teok
1t l!lﬂngbdtedthotuptﬂmu.
Hallock sprang it. Jackson's got a
euplbo!mtoserunt.lhaﬂcn."

=torthobon

W, D. M. smemmY
Barrister, Solicitor, ue.. ‘Solicitor
inion Bank and the
ellasburg.

nmm*bounomﬂotbﬁo
vengeful one.

“A financially honest man  might
still' have a weakness Yor mﬂea
in a personal guarrel.” he commented.
“Your story pmves nothing more than
that.”

“I know it.”

| Bellevinle, Madoe m"rmé. Boliel-
tors for The Inl’ol’!

W. ©. MIKEL, K.C,

B.ll.m'r

FRANK BAALINM

“But T am going to run the other

thing down. t00,” Lidgerwood insisted.
| “Hallock shall have a chance to clear
I!nnlt.butltbeem’tﬂoithm’t
stay with me” -~

At . this_ the . trainmaster changed
hont 8o suddenly that Lldgerwood’
bmntowondclfhiaaﬂnnteofthe
man’s courage was at fault.

Burlqur. Selicitor, '&ﬁi P.nuc_
ete. Office, 15 &llm lv., Wh

mh

e i bl e

“Don’t ‘@0 ‘that, Mr. ' Lidgerwood.
‘Don’t stit up the-deévil in that long
{liaired kuife fighter at such a time as
“The Lord knows

{you've got trouble enough op hand as

“1 know, but Jjustice is justice,” was
the' decisive rejoipder. ‘“Thé question
is still a Hive oné; as the complatnt ‘of
the grievance: commmee proves. If 1

my, refusal to investigate will

be' ut mw 88 in M;M
E R uy ™ ‘m E
o dodge. McCioske

fen't agked ‘my ' ;

but bere it w anyway.’

"ﬂ«mister “the own-
er of the Wire Sllver ,mine over in Ti-
J‘wag the president of
that ‘bufldingiand ldan outfit. 'He and
Hallock ,are at. daggers, drawn, for
some reason that [I've never under-
stood. If you could get them“together ‘'
perlmps they ‘dould nake some sort of
{statement that “wodld: qulet the kick-

Lidgerwood - looked 4p  quickly. .

“That's odd,” .he said.. 'No.longer than

yesterday Gridley. suggested preeisely

the same thing.”
McCloskey was on his feet agall'

knob.

“Pm il in.” he grimaced. -
Flemister and Hallock, all h the same -
breath, .I'mx done

gnd fampling heba b Yor the doui \

Lidgerwood qmade a memomdup on
big desk calendar to take -the huilding .
and loan matter up with Hallock the
following day. But anotber Wl‘qei in-
tervened, and after the wreck @& ‘con-
terence with the Red’ Butte mine own-
ers postponed all gffice’busihess for an
ad@itional twenty-four ‘hours. ' It was
late in-the even!m; of ‘the: third: day

when the -superiutendent’s . special

steamed . home'. from.. . and

went directly to his office in ihe drow’l :
Nest. :
He had scarcely’ ‘settied hifhself at

mulation of mwail* when ‘Benson: came
‘in.© Tt..was & trouble! calk and: the:
:young ‘engineef"s: tacs-adurm::‘ #1
+It's.no-use talking, wa e
bqan_ . 41, can’t do .

‘of the thugs and
. Lidgerwood flung the p‘o
de and@ whirléd M8 chalr fiee u;e

“What is' the matter now, zack!" he:
snapped -
“Oh, uothhg mch-—whm 10!! rm

lars’ worth of. ﬂimenwlon tin e
gﬂmtqghng that's all. It's the Qlom
.bridge We'had the timbem an m‘r’ ;

Mth.lhlttmtobqlﬁh

car, |}

to pull out the o1d and put in ‘the ne#‘ﬂv -

hotwoenl:n.ins.bast

hwm‘ ting minute or two. which. ug»
ed. resolved . zinte &
imitation of nmwhm Inclmﬁ
world embraclng

“And you didn’t hqve wit enough to

féaye a watchinan “on ‘the ‘Job,” ' e’ 4
¢ “By heavens, this ‘thing has
8ot to stop, Beabon! And it’s geing to:
stop: if ‘we/ihaveto: call -out the state
‘militia; and pl.cket every mile of &hh
Fotten railroad!”

“Do._ it.". said Benson xrumy “lnd
when it's done yon notify me and I'li.

mmyum
Oﬂoo oyer DmMon .Bank.

come back to work.,” And with th;t"
be tramiped out snd was too um [

'DENTISTS. |

remenmber to close the door. |
Lidgerwood turned baek: to his aen

savagely: out -of humor: with Benson:
} and with himself and raging inwardly: |
at. the mysterious thieves who were
looting the company as boldly as. en

DT WILFRID: mm D.D.S.
Gouvork : muy

ipvading army might. At this the | e

most inauspielous moment possible his |

eye fell ‘apon the calendar memoran-
-dum,’ “‘Bee’ ‘Hallock  about B-L." and
tis dnger-was on the ¢hief elerk’s bell:
nush - beéfore he remembered that it
Fwas: late and that there bad been no ||
lizht in Hallock's room -when he. had

/
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