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ïng the commerce of the country, and making the confumer pay the
duty.

If merchants imported goods to this country to re-export them to o-
ther markets where they would experience a competition with Foreign
mcrchants, who ore not.liable to pay .the lame duties, they would theni

-be expoied to lofe thofe they would have paid in this country: but as
they can meet wihno competition here but from traders, who pay the
like duties as themfel ves, they are certain, by importing no more com.
modities than the country can confume, of not paying the duty ; and if
they import too great a quantity, the evil is not to be imputed to the
ducies but to their own imprudence.

The proje& of a land tax for building )Prifon, originated with the
Reprefentatives of Montreal, at which place the company of merchants
refide, who carry on the Fur Trade in theIndian countries to the Nor'h
Weft. If in a certain fenfe it is true that thefe merchants pay the im-
,poit upon the effeds which they re-export to thefe countries, it is be..
caufe fing thé power they hold of getting the higheft podiblç price in
a place where they meet wih no competitprs, they cannot add the a-'
.mount of the·duty fo:paid by them.

The Aflembly·refpe& this trade, howcver contrary ig may be to the
population of the çountry, and to thç advancemcnt of its Agriculture,
on account of the benedwfuppofed to arife from it to the npire is
general; butdid not conceive it neceffary wholly to tfacrifice to that
trade the deareft interefts of the country, particularly thofe Qf its po.
pulation and Agriculture, which holds -forti more certain grounds for
ita commerce and defence than the Fur Trade.

Much has been faid àbout the prifons being local oijceas and that on
that account they fhould not be.provided forby a general impofit. This
Qbci n was only a pretext for obtaiping a land tai,. which 4ccord-
ing to the ideas of the Montreat merchants, was thç Unly one tat
could be put in praftice in each feperate dittri. Th1e A frembly would
not bave inipofed the impoft bein put uponthe trade of each particp.

1ut diftrid, if the merchants had preferredit, but it was found that
their


