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. ing the commerce of the country, and 'making the confumer pay the .,
duty. Lo ‘ .

If merchants imported goods to this country to re-export them to o«
ther markets where they would experience a competition with ‘Foreign
mecrchants, who are not.liable to pay the fame duties, they would then -
-be expoled to lofe thofe they would have paid in this country: but as
they can meet with no competition here but from traders, who pay the
dike duties as themfelves, they are certain, by importing no more com-
.modities than the country can confume, of not paying the duty ; andif
they import too great a quantity, the evil is not to be imputed to the
.duties but. to their own imprudence. _

The project ofa land tax for building 'Prifons, originated with the
Reprefentatives of Montreal, at which place the company of merchants
" refide, who carry on the Fur Trade in the Indian countries to the Norih’
“Weft. 1f in acertain fenfe it is true that thefe merchants pay the im-
.poft upon the effects which they re-export to thefe countries, it is be-
.caufe nfing the power they hold of getting the higheft poflible price in
.a place where they meet with no competitors, they cannot add the a-
.mount of the duty fo.paid by them. _ ‘

The Aflembly refpe& this trade, however contrary ¥ may beto the
population. of the country, and to the advancement of its Agriculture,
onaccount of the benefita fuppofed to arife from it to the Empire iy -
general ; but.did not conceive it neceflary wholly: to facrifice to that
‘trade the deareft interefts of the counu{, garticnlarly thofe-of its po-
pulation and Agriculture, which holds -forth more certain grounds for
.Jts commerce-and defence than the Fur Trade. S E :

Much has been faid dbout the prifons being local abjecs and that op
that account they fhould not be.provided for.by a general impoft. This
«objeion was only a pretext for obtaiping a.land tax, which accoyd-
ing to the ideas of the Montreal merchants, was the anly one thar-
could be putin practice in each feperate diftrict.  The Affembly would
nos have impofed the impoft being put upon the trade of each particy.
Jax diftrict, if the .merchants had prefersed.it, but it was found that

their



