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dear; you've only to go and be just 
as happy and contented as you can 
be. I know you will be happy there. 
You can't help loving; Mrs. Hyde. 
And now my child, there’s another 
matter.” She paused and added, in a 
low tone, “I had a little girl once, but
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CHAPTER XII. (Continued.)

Nan Finds Friends.

“It wouldn’t be charity, Nan; it 
would be love,” answered Mm Raw- 
son, gently. -“Mrs. Hyde keeps one
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she seemed to shrink into herself as 
she thought what a contrast her poor 
surroundings would be to these other 
girls, who lived such different lives 
from hers, but she saw that Mrs. 
Rawson was really desirous that they 
should come, and she was not willing 
to disappoint one who was doing so 
much for her; so after a moment’s 
silence she answered,
' “Of course they can come, if you
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She glanced about the room as she 
spoke.

Mrs. Rawson .leaned over and kissed 
her. “Child,” she said, “they know 
nothing about the trials that come 
into other lives—like yours. I want 
them to know you. Don’t worry one 
bit over their Coming. They are dear 
girls and I’m sure you will like them 
—as sure as I am that they will all 
love you—and Nan, one thing more, 
leave Mr. Scott to tell Thedore about 
your going.”

Then die went away, leaving Nan 
with many things to think about. She 
could not help worrying somewhat 
over the coming of those girls. As 
she recalled her own old home, she 
realized how terribly bare and poor 
her one room would look to these 
strangers and she shrank nervously 
from the thought of meeting them. 
More than once,, she was tempted to 
ask Theo to go to Mrs. Rawson and 
tell her that the girls could not come 
there.

Mrs. Rawson went straight from 
Nan’s room to the shopping- district, 
where she purchased simple but com
plete outfits for Nan and the baby. 
The under garments and the baby’s
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headaches, andhats and wraps for both, but she . 
bought enough pretty lawn and ging- 
ham to make as many wash dresses J 
as Nan would require, and these she P“ 
carried home and cut out the next or 
morning. That evening too she sent 
notes to the members of the circle 
telling them to meet at her house
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