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Th<;#o conseqanncca, however absurd, mu>t follow, if tin 
principles expressed in the above very objjr-tianal.la pnru- 
wfiiph he in.-i.tteif on an*! carried out. It, ;ii n fore, th-v ra.i- 
i..,t |ve \ indicated, i hope to sea them either n-trarV d or cx- 
p .lined.

Hants, May 2d, 1 -73”.
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j Short Catechism on the Duty of Conforming to the 
Established, Church, as good Subjects mi l good 
Christians : being an abstract of a larger Catechism, 
on the same subject. By the Eight. Rev. Tincts 
BvBfixss, D. D., Bishop ot" St. David's. Ninth edi­
tion : London. Re-printc.l at St. John. N. B., I>v 
Lewis M. Durant &. Co. 13.37: With an Addition 
to the Tic-print. 12 pp. *

“ Q. F a o': whir authority is derived the civil right 
of publicly exercising the Christian Ministry ?

<• A. Front the law's of the land in which it is pro­
fessed.”

But is t! is “ civil right” essential to th<> Christian 
Ministry : it is not very “ cieil" to say it is. The 
Apostles of our Lord had not tills “ civil right,” as it 
is notorious they prenchud without authority from “ the 
laws of the land.'' V< t their ministry was not hereby 
invalidated.

“ (R Whet is ;i legal Cimreii 3 
“ A. Tint is a legal church which is established ]>y 

law.”
The first Christian churches were not “ legal” 

churches, as they were not established by law ; and 
jet they were no worse on this account.

“ O, [s every trite church a legal church ?
“ A. No. A church may in u t r. : * * church, and yet 

it is nut a lcuil church, it" it ho not established by 
law.” |

Then oilier churches may lie true churches, though 
not established by law. If the rimrc fact of a church ! 
Icing “established by law,” add nothing to it - tree and I 
spiritual character, w hy i : tba argument from legal | 
establishment :uilu"r\l ? If we l« b>ug to a true eliui-'h ! 
not estahli-hcd, wity should we leave it fir one that 
is ?

“ Q. Is * very legal church a into church .3 
“ A. No. A church may be r-t ddi-hed b" law, 

find so be a legal church ; but if the word, of (Jo t is 
not preached in it. and the Sacraments are not duly 
administered by persons rightly ordained, it is no true 
church. ”

What a deadly thrust at the heart of the C;n;ru n of 
Scotland ! It is established by law, and therefore n 
legal church; but the Sacraments arc not administered 
h) persons “ rightly ordained,” that is by persons or­
dained by bishops, and therefore it is not a true church ! 
The Church of England can neither bear an equal nor 
n rival ! In Scotland persons ought not to unite with the 
Church of Scotland, though established by law : In 
England persons should unite with the Church of 
England, because it is established by law,—as it is 
their ‘ duly'' to conform to the laws of the land, for 

* Contain: ! from pice 1C.

tho “powers that be” are --ordained of L\>d I" Re dly 
this argument from legal establishment is truly pro­
tean: it can'ussume any form the pnmpicr think*, pro­
per to gave it I Can approvers of this‘Cat.- hum 
iuform us, how the “ power; that I e" out d o !Ï,.:• h 
Realm, •• oiil iincii" as they are “ i.f God," can est : 
blis’i by laws hut it a true and a f.d>e e'mn It : file 
Presliy ferians. however, as mu.di ;| ink lb, i. C!:a,vli 
a true Church the EpNeopaliur ? think tin 1rs to ! v 
such. But if the Scott i-h Chur. !i be :t fa!s«; . hu.vh, 
merely because its ministers are *’rdai:icd In pr.\ ■' 
(cry and nut by episcopacy, I lie Compiler of the Cate­
chism pay s no very great compliment to ib ■ m , ; 
(the Temporal Hr. .n el" the Chureli.) I,erdr mue­
rai and spiritual, and Commons, by whom it w. u ; 
tabli.-hed by law ! If :hvu as t!,.- Comgil, .■ n.M its, 
a true church jury tied be a legal church, and a legal 
church, no! a true chan ii, what supr •me f.dlv d cm j; 
evince o’] tee part of : • - w rive t , c stab': b the 
imperious n< er-dly of all Briii.di subje-t-, at 1..«nu- 
an 1 abroad, conforming to that part *!•• • " 1:ri- !i :.i 
Church ca!h I the Church of Engi.it* l. * n t ! :. _-n and
of its establishment by law ! If the .:diu> ■lo..> and 
assertions oft lie Compiler negnjpx e the argument from 
legal establishment, the question then before us j> -im­
ply til’s, — Is ordination by episcopacy necr. s.u-y t : tin- 
validity of ihe Christian ministry ? To this <j . m 
the New Testament, tin greater number of tin- i’n-.- 
tc.it;,lit Churches in the void I, w itli then- M i-n r-, 
men of piety, learning and it-i fulne*-.s, r t at nil in­
terior to their opponents, and some en.hu ut Dix "mes of 
the Chur'di of England it ell", answer No. A. i t « 
just claims to'conformity, the C.'ui'vh of England b ; 
none supe; i p- to o'he/, true, eilieit nt i’ro'i'-tam 
Chur dies. Wherever there are the mo t cult •’:** in .1 
and spiritual ministry. the most script;:r ; i and et’fe* :i\ ■ 
dis-ipline and the mo..i mimerons end < tii.oeiti o i . 
of s dvatiun, -w Ir-thr.r in or out f tin* E- tablishue ti‘. 
I hi re may persons lawfully and eoiiswe.,: i«.:i sly r*-p..ir. 
V.’iili these vylio pri f r the Eitgli.-h Chur.-'i we lux 
no dispute : but v,<* certainly no s'.ou 'iy object to t' 
(M-.nbtri nf tlje.-e who ’could, if ii; y rout.I, f«rvc tir w 
f'-lluv.-sud.ji el-;, plot- -led < pi ally v. I : !i ii-emst Ives by. 
•■ ill.: laws of tin: land ’ in tie « " r; lignni-, v. ordi.p ■ :
privileges, "nvto the E-tahli-hm* nt, and w !io deal mi:
af:l!;e,na.s again-1 tho-e !i >, on the si: ij*-vt of ehur

v .■ ce ' ye I « ey ; . 
t‘|o limml ; *> 1 < 

l,

polity, cannot w.’h them, “ 
would not, however, object t 
par y employing all proper, just, and in.no; a 
to uphold and e-fe:rl the nV-n-vs and mb ; • <»i
the Established Churdi. lit this carer, tiny ii i’.<- our 
free and hearty assent, to rim as far and uw. ’. as 
possibly tlicy can. For this purpose limy may, il 
they think proper, exhibit the scriptural vhnra-,: . <1 
its doctrines, the piety, devotedness, -denial and 
usefulness of its uiiiiiMcis, and whit they conceive to 
be the peculiar and especial means it professes to on_ 
solidatc the interests of pic'v, cwaken and eonv.rt 
sinners and build up the truly pious on their nio-t 
holy faith. Here is a sphere spacious enough * ; af­
ford ample play for the energies ot all its sons, with 
out their entering the contraOrd but defenceless *" '•«•-


