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extolling the Modernists or excusing | sors for the examination of writings. We
their culpable conduct, or by ?l’lf.lclhlllg have the highest praise for this institu-
gcholasticism and the Holy Fathers, or | tion, and We not only exhort but We

by refusing obedience to ecclesiastical | order that it be extended to all dioceses, | day

authority in any of its depositaries ; and | In all episcopal Curias, therefore, let

t
towards those who show a love of | censors be appointed for the revision of

povelty in history, archeology, biblical | works intended for publication, and let | decisions, and their function shall be as |

exegesis, and finally towards those who | the censors, to be chosen from both | f
neglect the sacred sclences or appear to | ranks of the eclergy, be men of age, |f

he Bishop., They shall be bound to | youth inds one of them in vhis frame of

ecrecy as to their deliberations and

ollows : They shall watch most care- | after a year of trial he should expel him

ully for every trace and sign of |

preler to them tbe profane. In all this | knowledge, and prudence who will know \ modernism both in publications and in

question of studies, Venerable Brothers, | how to follow the golden mean in their | t

eaching, and, to preserve from it the | either by himself or by avy bishop. as transmitted in the same sense and | torlan to hold fast what his faithas a be

you cannot be too watchful or too con- | judgments, It shall be their oflice to | clergy and the young, they shall tako“

stant, but most of all in the choice of | examine everything which requires per- 1 all prudent, prompt and eflicacious

rofessors, for as a rule the students are | mission for publication according to

modelled after the pattern of their mas- | articles x1i, and xlii. of the above men- l of words, remembering the admonitions

ters. Strong in the consciousness of | tioned Constitution, The Censor shall | of Leo XIHIL It is
your duty, act always prudently but | give his verdict in writing If it be v approve in Catholie publications of a

vigomusl y.

favorable the Bishop will g
CANDIDATES FOR HOLY ORDERS

mission for publication by the word I'm-

A . | seems to deride the piety of the faithfal | much for themselves as for the candi- | trusted by Christ to His Spouse and by | ('h ireh's tradition and the i 1 promise tl
“ Equal diligence and severity are to | primatur, which must always be pre- | and dwells ou the introduction of a new | dates ; as for instance when it is laid Her to be faithfully guarded, a philoso- | Faith and the s of t irely and sincerely
be used in examining aud selecting can- | ceded by the Nikil obstat and the name | order of Christian life, on new directions | down ; “Care must be taken that | phic system or a e¢reation of the human | See pts the rationalist rard, and from this ne
didates for Holy Orders, Iar, far from | of the Censor. In the Curia of Rome | of the Chureh, on new aspirations of the heavenly wisdom, upright life and long | conscience, gradually refined by the | and with eq 1al arbitralrness anc ) W v by rd «
the clergy be the love of novelty | God | offieial censors shall be appointed just as | modern soul, on a new voeation of the | observance of justice cominend the elect striving of men and flnally to be per- | ness considers erit f the text the in t least depart [ pre
hates the proud and the obstinate. For | elsewhere, and the appointment of them clergy, on a new Christian civilization. | for this oflice. + —Let them be up- | fected hereatter by indefinite progress. | one « 1 rul Lt i I swear, 1 1
the future the Doctorate of theology | shall appertain to the Master of the | Language of this kind is not to be right and ripe at once i1 ywledge and | Fifthly, I hold for ‘cortain and sincerely | I reprobate tt pinion of those lor
and canon law must never be conferred | Sacred Palaces, after they have been | tolerated either in books or from chairs | in works. . . let the form of all jus- |‘x-ul«-4~ that ffaith is not a blind religi- | hold t \ ‘ { ¢
on anybody who has not made the regu- ' proposed to the Cardinal Viear and ae- of learning. The councils must not tice shine forth in them., ous sense king its way out of the | Iist I ‘ r
lar course of scholastic philosophy ; if | eepted by the Sovereign Pontiff. It neglect the books treating of the pious With regard to probit life it would | hidden regions of the sub-liminal e L
conferred it shall be held as null and | shall also be the office of the Master of | traditions of different places or of | not be necessary o 8] e were it | seiousness, morally influ- | previ e
void. The rules laid down 1896 by the | the Sacred Palaces to select the Censor | sacred relics, Let them not permit | possible to separate this casily from the | ence of heart and rue as- | natur ' t
Sacred Congregation of Bishops and | for each writing. Permission for pub- such questions to be discussed in period- | doetrines and opinions *h a man | sent of the in T wbou
Regul for the eleries, hoth secnlar | lication shall be cranted by Lim as well | icals destined to stimulate piety, neither | takes it upon himto def: But, as we | from without b caring, an p
and re r, of Italy concerning the fre- | as by the Cardinal Viear or his Viee- | with expressions that savour ol mockery | read iu Lhe Book of A he tene, | truth
auenting of the Universities, We now | gerent, and this permission, as above | or contempt, nor by dogmatic ,.r.;- shall be wn by his ¢ rine, and as | of the { \ rue God, | dual Fatl 1
decree to be extended to all nations. preseribed, must always be pre led by | nouncements, especially when, as is the Ap teaches : \ ver ( Lt y 1 God
Cleries and priests inseribed in a Cath- | the Nihil obstat and the name of the | often the case, what is stated as cer | tinueth in the doe { Christ | Create 11 1, ha n sp f t red
olic Institute or University must not in | Censor. Only on very rare and excep- | tainty either does not pass the limits of | hath not God. How mu f effort to | t fled d revealed I froe {
the future fol'low in civil 1 niversities | tional oecasions, and on the prudent de- | probability, or is merely based on pre- | be spent inacquiring kne g f many o | ith X CNee profa .
those courses for which there are chairs | cision of the Bishop, shall it be permiss- | judiced opinions. Concerning saered and various things may | een from the |t 1 ad X ed
in the Catholic Institutes to whieh they | ible to omit mention of the Censor, The | re g let this be the rule : When the ry conditions of the ag h pr @ lemt 1 18, and | y and « | ‘ o ;
pelong. 1f this has been permitted | name of the Censor shall never be made | Bishops, who alone are judges in these | claims that the light of | sing | directions contained in the Encyelical far removed from t v
anywhere in the past, We ordain that it | known to the authors until he have | matters, know for cortain that a relic is | humanity is the most glorious of achieve letter Pascendi and in th Decree wdernists who hold that I
be not allowed for the future, Let the | given a favorable decision, so that he | not genuine let them remove it at once | ments. All the clergy, efore, who | Lame sularly regarding what there is nothin nherentl ] 1! t 1¢
Bishops who form the Governing Board | may not have to suffer annoyance sither | from the veneration of the faithful ; if | wish to perform their dut n a manner | is called the history of Dogt 3« far worse still—ad 1, 1 \ \ there
of such Catholie Institutes or Univer- | while he is engaged in the examination | the authentications of a relic happen to worthy of the time, fraitfully “to exhort “ 1 also reject the error of those who | it in a ¢ sense; thus ther ! o great ble
sities wateh with all care that these Our | of a writing or in case he should deny | have been lost through politieal disturb- | in sound dootrine and to convince the | allege that the faith proposed by the | would remain only a bare simple fac r live
commands be constantly observed. his approval. Censors shall never be | ances or in some other way, let it not be | gainsayers” to devote the resources of

[HE CENSORSHIP OF BOOKS chosen from the religions orders until | exposed for publie vene ion until the | intelleet to the utility of the Chureh,

M. It is also the duty of the the opinion of the Provineial, or in Rome

ive the per- | style inspired by unsound novelty which |

Bishop has verified it. The argument

Bishops to prevent writings infected ul'_tln- General, have been privately ob- | of preseription or well-founded presump-
with Modernism or favourable to it from tained, and the Provineial or the Gen- | tion is to have weight only when devo- |
being read when they have been pub- eral must give a conscientious account | tion to a l’:("li(‘ is commendable by reason |
lished, and to hinder their publication of the character, knowledge and ortho- | of its antiquity, aceording to the sense |
when they have not. No book or paper doxy of the v:}lululuu-. ‘\\ e admonish | of the I)t-(_‘rm' issued in 1896 by the |
or periodieal of this kind must ever be religious Superiors of their solemn duty | Congregation of Indulgences and Sacred

permitted to seminarists or university never to allow anything to be published
students. The injury to them would be | by any of their subjects without permis- |

equal to that caused by immoral read- | sion from themselves and from the Or- | except in those individual instances

ing, nay, it would be greater for such | dinary. I"l_n:nll.\' We aflirm and declare |
writings poison Christian life atits very | that the title of Censor has no value
fount. The same deeision is to be taken and can never be adduced togive credit |
concerning the writings of some Catho- to the private opinions of the person
lics, who though not badly disposed who holds it.
themselves but ill-instructed in theologi- | PRIESTS AS EDITORS AND CORRESPOND=
eal studies and imbued with modern ENTS

philosophy, strive to make this harmon- “ Having said this much in general,
ize with the faith,and, as they say, to | We now ordain in particular
turn it to the account of the faith, The
name and reputati

A more
careful observance of article xlii of the
above-mentioned Constitution Oficior-

ion of these authors
cause them to be read without suspicion,

n. It is forbidden to secular priests,
wd they are therefore all t » more dan- | without the svious cot f the Or-
gerous in preparing the way for Modern- | dinary, to undert tion of

m. papers or periodic als, on
GENERA shall t wh

“To give neral diree- | makes wrong us
ions, Vener atter of ¢ 0 od Wit
momen everyt priests wl r e .
ur power to drive ol ir dio borat of f i , a8
awven by sole per Iy that the matter
cious hook reulation M sm for their
there, The Holy See neglects no means icals, let the Bishops
put down writings of this kind, but | gee to it is n permitted

yumber of them hav hiappe d it happen let them
such an extent that it 18 1mpos to | warn the or prevent them from
censure them all, Hence it happens | writing. » Superiors of religious
that the medicine sometimes arrives too | Orders, too, We admonish with all auth-
late, for the disease has taken root dur- | ority to do the same, and should
ing the delay. We will, therefore, that | tliey fail in this duty let the Bishops
the Bishops, putting aside all fear and make due provision with authority dele-
the prudence of the flesh, despising the | gated by the Supreme Pontiff. Let |
outeries of the wicked, gently by all | there be, as faras this is possible, a spec- |
means but constantly, do each his own | ja] Censor for newspapers and periodi-
share of this work, remembering the in- | eals printed by Catholics. 1t shall be
junctions of Leo XIIL in the Apostolie | his oflice to read in due time each num- |
Constitution Oficiorum : Let the Ordin- | her after it has been published and if he |
aries, acting in this also as Delegates of | inds anything dangerous in it let him
the Apostolic See, exert themselves to | order that it be corrected. The Bishon
proseribe and to put out of re seh of the | ghall have the same right even when the
faithful injurious books or other writ- | Censor has seen nothing objectionable |
ings printed or cireulated in their dio- | in a publication. |
ceses, In this passage the Bishops, it is CONGRESSES OF PRIESTS
true, receive a right, but they have also . > gy R A :
a duty imposed on them. Letno Bishop | V. We have already mentioned
think that he fulfils this duty by de- | Congresses and public gatherings as
among the means used by the Modern-
ists to defend and propagate their
opinions. Inthe future Bishops shall
not permit Congresses of priests except |
on very rare occasions, When they do
| permit them it shall only be on condi-
tion that matters appertaining to the |
| Bishop or the Apostolic See be not |
| treated in them, and that no motions or |
| postulates be allowed that would imply
a usurpation of sacred authority, and |
that no mention be made in them of
| modernism, presbyterianism or laicism.
At Congresses  of this kind, which ean
only be held after permission in writing
has been obtained in due time and for |
each case, it shall not be lawful for |
priests from other dioceses to take part
without the written permission of their
Ordinary. Purther, no priest must lose
sight of the solemn recommendation of
Leo NI11: Let priests hold as sacred
the authority of their pastors, let them
take it for eertain that the sacerdotal
n stry, if not exercised under the
guidance of the Bishops, can r he
either holy, or very fruitful or respect- |
able.

“V[. But of what avail, Venerable
Brothers, wili be all Qur commands and
preseriptions, if they be not dutifully
and firmly carried out ? And in order
that this may be done, it has seemed
expedient to Us to extend to all dio-

| coses the regulations laid down with
eat wisdom many years ago by the
3ishops of Umbria for theirs,

nouneing to us one or two books, while
a great many others of the same kind
ire being published and cirenlated,
Nor are you to be deterred by the fact |
that a book has obtained the I'mprimatur
olsewhere, both because this may be
merely simulated, and because it may
liave been granted throngh ¢ wrelessnes
or easiness, or excessive confidence
the author as may sometimes happen in
religions orders. Besides, just as the |
same food does not agree equally with
everybody, it may happen that a book
harmless in one place, may on account
of the different circumstances be hurt-
ful in another. Should a Bishop, there-
fore, after having taken the advice of
vrudent persons, deem it right to con-
demn any of such books in his diocese,
) m ample facult

we not only give h
1o so hut We impose it upon
uty to do so. Ol
1at in such eases th
1sed, and sometimes it wil

riet the prohibition t
ven in such ease

Catholiec boc
e the hooks condemnec

\nd while We are on this
yooksellers, We wish the Bishoy «
to it that they do not through desire for
rain put on sale unsound books. It is
certain that in the catalogues of some of
them the books of the Modernists are
not unfrequently announced with no
small praise. 1 they refuse obedience | h
let the Bishops have no hesitation in |
depriving them of the title of Catholic | INSTITUTION OF A ¥ IGILANC
booksellers ; so too, and with more rea- “1n order, they say, to extirpate the
son, if they have the title of Bpiscopal | arrors already props cated and to pre-
booksellers, and if they had that of Pon- | vent their further diffusion and to re-
tifical let them be denounced to the
Apostolic See. Finally We remind all | whom the pernicious effects such
of the xxvi. article of the above-men-| diffusion are being perpetuated, this
tioned Constitution Officiorium : A1l | gacred Assembly, following the example
those who have obtained an apostolic
faculty to read and keep forbidden hooks
are not here authorized to read books

COMMITTEE

1 establish in each of the dioceses a
| Council consisting of approved mem-
aind periodicals forbidden by the local | bers of both branches of the clergy,
Ordinaries, unless the apostolic faculty | which shall he charged with the task of
expressly concedes permission to read | noting the existence of errors and the
and keep books condemned by anybody. \ devices by which new ones are intro-

INSTITUTION OF DIOCESAN CENSORS | duced and propagated, and to inform

1V. “ But it is not enough to hinder | {he Bishop of the whole so that he may
the reading and the sale of bad books— | take counsel with them to the best
it is also necessary to prevent them from | means for nipping the evil in the bud
being printed. Hence let the Bishops | and preventing its spreading for the
use the utmost severity in granting | ruin of souls or, worse still gaining

permission to  print. Under the | strength and growth.,” We decree |

rules of tthe Constitution OMciorium | therefore that in every diocese a council
a great many publications require the | of this kind, which We are pleased to
anthorization of the Ordinary and in | name “The Couneil of Vigilanee,” be in-
some dioceses it has been the custom to stituted without delay. The priests
have a suitable number of official cen- 1 called to form part of it shall be chosen

move those teachers of impiety through |

of St. Charles Borromeo, has decided to |

Relics ; Anclent relics are to enjoy the
veneration they have always enjoyed |
when there are clear arrangements that ‘
they are false o suppositious. In pass- |
ing judgment on pious traditions be it
always borne in mind that in this matter
the Church uses such prudence that she |
does not permit traditions of this kind
to be narrated in books except with the
utmost eaution and with the insertion of
the deelaration imposed by Urban VIIL;
and even then she does not guarantee
the truth of the fact narrated : she
simply does not forbid beliel in things
for which human arguments are not
wanting. OnthismatteritheSacred Con-
toes thirty

irs ago de-

I'hese app s have

IIEher been approvea nor coluaediue
the Holy See, w

has si
»d that they be believed on pu

n faith, on the traditions that
late them, eorroborated by testimonies
and documents worthy of ecredence,

Anybody who follows this rule has no
cause for fear. For the devotion besed
on any Apparition, in asfar as it regards
the fact itself, that is to say in as far as
it is relative, always implies the hypo- |
thesis of the trath of the fact ; while in
as far as it is absolute, it must always
be based on the truth, seeing that its
objeet is the person of the saints who

g honoured. The same is true of |
relics. Finally We entrust to the
Councils of Vigilance the duty of over-
looking assiduously and diligently social

institutions as well as writings on social | We ordain moreover that the individual
questions so that they may harbour no | Professors before linaugurating their
| trace of modernism but 'obey the pre-

seriptions of the Roman Pontiffs.
INSTRUCTIONS EOR BISHOPS

“VII. Lest what We have laid down
thus far should fall into oblivion, We

will and ordain that the Bishops of all |

dioceses a year after this publication
and every three years thenceforward,
furnish the Holy See with a diligent and
sworn report on all the preseriptions
contained in them, and on the doctrines
that find currency among the clergy and
especially in the seminaries and ot her
(Catholie institutions, and We impose
the like obligation on the Generals of
religions Orders with regard to those
under them."

To all this, which We fully coufirm
under pain of temerarious conscience
upon those who refuse to hearken to
Our words, We now add some special in-
struction concerning ecclesiastical stu-
dents in the seminaries and aspirants in
religious institutes. In the seminaries
1 the parts of the institutions must be
directed to the formation of priests
worthy of the name,
thought that suc
tined mer
they combil

For it must not be
institutions are des-
for study or for piety

» both these
training-schools in whie
Chri

is built up by a long con of
ation. In order that a host thor-
equipped may come forth from

t n, two thi

are fundamentally
necessary : doctrine for the culture of
nd, virtue the perfection of
the soul. 'The former of these demands
that ecelesiastical students be highly en-

lightened in those branches which are
closely connected with the studies of
divine things ; the latter demands a
special degree of virtue and constaney.
Let the superiors of diseipline and ;;ir\f)’
therefore, note what promise the indivi-
dual students give of themselves, and
| study their characters—whether they
| give themselves up unduly to their
| natural bent, whether they show worldly
tendencies ; whether they are docile to
| obey, given to piety, not having an
i exalted idea of themselves, observant of
| diseipline ; whether they are led to
| aspire to the priesthood by a right aim
| or by human motives ; whether their
| lives are marked by the holiness and
| doctrine suitable to their state, or at
least, if there be any defect in
| this [respect do the endeavour

y
| sincerely and willingly to aecquire it. |

| Nor does this investigation present ex-
| cessive difficuities ; for the lack of vir-
tue referred to is speedily produced by
i a yoeritical performance of the
| offices of religion and by the observance
of diseipline through fear rather than at
the dictates of conseience, and the
person who observes discipline through
servile fear, or violates it through
llv\'ify of mind or through contempt is

| very far fx'm.n ﬂlﬂel‘lllL',' a guarantee of | are specially suited to the understand-
[ living worthily in the priesthood. For |

|

| arms, that is, a rich fund of doctrine is

somewbat after the manner above pre- \ it is not easy to believe that he who | our times.

in such a way as to render it impossible | successors t
for such a student to be again received | I sincerely

Two things, therefore, are primarily | meaning ri
necessary in promoting cleries : inno- fore, I wholl

measures. Let them combat novelties | cence of life joined witl, soundness of | of the evo

doetrine. Nor must it be forgotten that | from one s

impossible to | the precepts and admonitions addressed | the Chureh
by the bishops to those whom they are | likewise condemn ‘every error whereby | method of estimating and
initiating in sacred orders, are meant as is substituted for the divine deposit, en- | Holy Writ, whie

must acquire a knowledge of things
beyond the common and approach as
closely as possible to the perfection of
doctrine, For the fight is one with
enemies not lacking in skill whose pol-
ished studies are not unfrequently
united with a science full of wiles, and
whose specious and vibrant sentences |
are made up of impetuous and sounding |
phrases so as to make it appear that |
they contain something entirely new.
Hence we must carefully prepare our

to be acquired by all those who are pre-
paring themsel in retirement for the
holiest and most arduous of tasks.

But since the life of man is cireum-
geribed within sueh limits that it is

barely possible for one to learn cursori-
ly something of the immense fund of
things that to be known, the thirst
for knowledgze must be regulated and the
sentence of Paul be acted upon “not to
be more wise than it behoveth to be
wise but y b wise n riety.”

Hence as cleries are alre ulliciently

th the m rtant

studies imposed upon the
sacred literature, to the
morals, the science of pie
ascetics, to the

m  Law, a
in order that the
not waste their time in the pu
other questions and be distract
the main objects of their studies, We
absolutely forbid that any
periodicais, however excellent, be ready
by them, binding the consaiences ol the
superiors to take care scrupulously that
this does not happen.

To remove all suspicion of the secret
introduction of Modernism, We not only
will the absolute observance of the pre-
seriptions eontained in No. 2 above, but

Chur

(

quend

from

yurnals or

lectures at the beginning of tne year,
shall present to the Bishop the text they
propose to use in teaching, or the ques-
tions of theses which are to be treated ;
then that the teaching of each of them
be examined suring the year and should
it appear that this is not in barmony
with sound doetrine, the fact shall be
held suflicient to have the professor re-
moved there and then. Finally in addi-
tion to the profession of faith each pro-
fessor shall take an oath according to
the formula given below before his
Bishop and shall sign his name to it.
This oath,after the profession of Faith
in the form prescribed by Our Prede- e
cessor Pius IV, of holy memory, has been }"‘j
made together with accompanying defin- »
itions of the Vatican Couneil, shall be
taken in presence of the Bishop by

I. Cleries who are to be initiated in
major orders : to each of whom a copy
shall be previously presented both of the
profession of Faith ind of the forn

oath so that they may know
what they are, and with them the
ties incurred by violation of the oath
II. [Priests apj for hearing con
fession ind sacred preachers, b re
they receive faculties for exercising
these sacred oflic
1 ric nons, h
y ¢ ter on poss
als in the episco
a siastical tr als, not «
in wr-Genera id the jud
,enten preach
All oflicials in the Roman
rations or Tribunals before the Car- | I8
refect or Cardinal Seeretary of | }
The Superiors and professors of
ous Families and Congregations

e they enter on oflice,

The formula of the profession of Faith,
mentioned above, and of the oath, are to
be kept in special frames in all episcopal
curias as well as in the different oflices
| of the Itoman Congregations, And should
| anybody dare, which God forbid, to vio-

late the cath he is to be delated at once |
| to the Holy Office.
R i s

firmly hold and accept
| each and every definition of the unerr- |
| ing teaching of the Chureh, with all she
| has maintained and declared, but especi-
& \ly those points of dootrine which ex-
pressly combat the errors of our time.
| In the first place I profess my belief that
God, the beginning and end of all, can
be surely known and also proved to
| exist by the natural light of reason from
the things that are made, that is f
the visible work of the ereation as a
| cause from its effects. NextI recognize
and acknowledge the external arguments
of revelation, that is divine facts, especi-
JAly miracles and prophecies, the
surest signs of the divine orig he
| Christ

|

ian religion, and I hold that these

o th

vend of time. Fourthly, | as believer and another as historian, t

hist

has been, and ¢

Thirdly, I likewise hold with | Church may be in conflict with history, | equal to the ordinary facts of
seribed for the Censors, and they shall | despises domustie diseipline will not fall | firm faith that the Chureh, the guardian | and that Catholic dogmas in the sense in | v that the sch started by
meet every two months on an appointed | away from the public laws of the  and exponent of the revealed Word, was | which they are now understood eannot | and His Aj leg still finds men t
under the presidency of | Chureh. When a superior of sacred | proximately and direetly founded by | be rmonized with the more trathfal | por nergy, their
Christ Himself, the true person of his- | ** origins " of Christianity Moreover, | n their a Ve Wherefore
mind and after warning him once or | tory while He dwelt amongst us, and that | I condemn and reject the opinion which | firmly Lr | to my last breat!
twice notes no change for the better | she also built upon Peter, the Prince | declares that a Christian man ol better | 1 re 1 the f { the Fathers
of the Apostolie Hierarchy, and upon his culture can assumea dual personality Chu » sure endowment

receive the teaching of faith | taking it to be permissible for the his. | wiil be in the s ession of the Episco-
pate from the Apostles (St. Irenacus 1V,
zht down to us ; and, there- liever contradicts r to lay down | e, 26 not in such a way that we may

y reject the heretical notion | premises from which there vy t

hold what seems best and most fitting

lution of dogmas, which pass | falsity or the uncertainty weecording to the refinement of each age.
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