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ligation in conscience to obey these
rules. In fact most of the sects admit
readily that this is the position they
oceupy.

It is probable that in speaking of
¢ the Church as a whole,” the Evange:
list means the Church of England.
There is a epecial absurdity in the
thought that the Church of Eagland
might make any such decree as to pro-
claim *‘ the absolute gacredness of the
marriage tie.” The Church of Eng-
land was established for the express
purpose of permitiing divorce, and
King Henry VIIL in establishing it
with himself as its supreme Head,
made such good use of the powers
given him or assumed by him over the
new Church, that he took to himself
six wives successively with its sanc
tion, though it is true that some of the
s he effected were obtained by
putting to death the wife from whom
he wished to be separated. In the
other cases the sanction of the Chuirch

of England was given both to his
divorces and to the new marriages.
Bat apart from the inconsistency of
which the Church of England would
be guilty if it were to declare for the
indissolubility of marriage, it is well
known that the Church of England is
absolu.ely without' unity of doctrine,
and has no means of enforcing such
unity, even if a council of its Bishops
were to attempt to do so. It was seid
by Dr. Wilberforce, Bishop of Win-
chester, thirty years ago, that *‘ The
hurch of England had always with-
iu herself persons of extreme diver-
gence of doctrines, a thing as inevit-
able as for men to have different coun-
tenances ;"' and Bishops and clergy of
that Church are wont to make it a

MNbweoh § 1A
wnirdias

matter ol pi ide t th
enough to admit of every diversity of
belief. 1low, then, can it enforce 2
belief in the absolute sacredness of
marriage ?

Beside the impossibility of enforc
ing such a belief as the Kvang ist
desires, it would be euntirely incon
3 Church of 1

grous for

which &s & mere State Church r¢

its doetrines and articles of Faith from

the State, to make any doctrine for
) g i

lly on the subjact of mar

riage, as the law requires that the
hurches beopan to any divorced per-
sons who wish to ba married in thew

We believe that the law is not 8o

stringent as to reqaire that any min-

ister in particular should perform the
marriage ceremony, but this creates
no difficulty under preseut circum
stapces, for with the existing diversity
of belief, it is very eas)
isters to do the job, if the vicar of the
Church selected for it entertains

scruples of consciencs on the matter.

to find min

It is clear from what we have said
that the mode suggested by the Church
Evangelist for putting an end to the

divorce evil is entirely impracticable

It amounts to the adoption of the

Catholic doctrine on marriage : but

this will ha of no avail unless the
divine authority of the Catholic
Church be also admitted at the same
time. The fact is not to be disguised
that Protestantism as a system has

come to regard marriage as merely a
3

civil contract, and the Evangelist
mits that the necessary result is the
hocking state of morality which it
jeplores. The system must be dis-

a remedy is to be found

arded if

HE PAPAL DIGNITY AND

deacon at least, so that we cannot call
him a layman, though the principle is
not changed, if we consider that the
intention of the querist was to agk
whether one who is not ‘a Bishop can

by the virile for
wdministered,
ge which he is shown 1o possess
requirem

On this point we have to say thag|reguisen
oy

the jurisdiction of the Papal office cer-
tainly belongs to the Pope-elect, even
though he were a layman :
equally certain that he cannot exercise
the powers conferred by ordination
and consecration uutil he be properly
ordained and consecrated.

not aware that there is any
decision of the Church on the question
whether he may bas called absolutely
the Pops until he rececive
congecration, whereby the plenitude of
orders is conferred upon him.

80 8P
it afforde

presume, therefore, that there will con-
be two opinions

gubject, just as Father O'Connor and

Nemo " diffor upon it.
rould not settle the point in dispute,
80 we do not deem it necessary to do

state the case as we have

OUR COLONIAL

10"}

‘ Nemo " writes ob,

wer given by Rev. Joseph V. O'Co
nor, in the Pailadelphia Catholic Stand
wrd and Times, to the question,
layman be elected Pope? !
O'Connor’s answer app

Carnoric Recorp of

January.

He says :

“Yegg, the Papal primacy is nota

part of the sacrament of Holy Order,
It is an oftize of supreme jurisdiction.
Adrian V. (1
Pope. He died oafore receiving Holy

Orders, but reiguned as L'opso vighiy-

nine days.”

¢ Nemo " argues at length against
elying chiefly on the fact
that the commission given toSt. Peter :
‘I'eed my lambs : feed my sheep”
was given when he was a priest and a

this answer, r

Bishop, namely after Christ's resurrec
tion.

To Father O'Connor's proof derived
from the election of Adrian V., Nemo

says: ‘‘Adrian was elected in 1276,

not 1252, and died thirty-seven days

after, not eighty-nine days.”

red in the

2) was a layman elected
she must diminish her

I will only answer to that

wrgument by pointing tc 1

children of
endeavo

power, has grown into beingon thig continent
within a century ; that ¢ i

present decade, and when Lask the anti-col
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kit remember your e
seattered mission fiel

the worst species of incivism, suc

sentative, I content myself with
saying that Liirmly believe no other influence
would have such a tendency—did it
impevial proportions—to estr
altogether from the mother count

The Church historian, the Abbe
Darras, states that Adrian V. was
olected 4th July 1276 and dled 1Sth
August of the same year. This makes ‘!
his pontifical reign forty-six days.
Adrian was a Cardinal when elected
Pope,and according to the usage of the |
Church at that period, as well as at
the present day, he must have been & thc great British federation over which the

of the new light politica

rs.)
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