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he grasped at the idea, and t..: re
maining two years of his life were
chiefly marked by his pursuit of one
rich woman, and then another. He
was first engaged to a Mrs. Whit-
man, a ‘‘poetess,”” who ‘' always
dressed in white,”” but on the eve
before his wedding-day he delivered
a lecture which so filled his audience
with enthusiasm that an admiring
crowd followed him to his hotel,
and insisted on a conviviality before
which Poe soon fell, to the destruc-
tion of his matrimonial plans.

He now returned to Richmond,
where for a few weeks he appears to
have enjoyed life again. He becarhe
the fashion, was feted and petted,
and, using the powers of fascination
so characteristic of him, soon be-
came engaged to an -old friend, now
a rich widow, Mrs. Shelton.

Chancing to go to Baltimore, how-
ever, the old curse of weakness and
misfortune again overtook him. A
municipal election was on ; he fell
into the hands of unscrupulous poli-
ticians, was drugged, dragged to the
polls, and made to vote, then, be-
coming unconscious, was thrust into
a cab and sent to the hospital, where
he died, without regaining conscious-
ness, on October 3rd, 1849.

In the Baltimore cemetery, a fine
monument has been erected to the
memory of Poe. Upon it might
have been written, ‘“ He fell a vic-
tim to weakness of will "’—the curse
of disposition, perhaps inherited,
that dogged him all through life and
into his grave.

And now that he has been long
dead, men say of him, as said Prof.
Richardson : ‘“ Here is one of the
most  distinct and unquestioned
powers in the history of American
intellect.”’ Truly, his contribution
to literature has been unique—his
tales either of weird and ethereal
beauty, or of a horror that fasci-
nates ; his forty poems, whose repu-
tation ‘‘ has slowly and steadily ad-
vanced in many lands without suc-
cessful challenge from the critics '’ ;
his touch everywhere powerful, ar-
tistic, almost unfailingly so. *° With
Hawthorne, Imerson, Cooper and
Whitman,” says Prof. Richardson,
‘“he stands isolated ""—a distinct
voice in New World literature.

His best works are his short
stories, ILigeia, William Wilson, The
Fall of the Tlouse of Usher, The
Gold Bue ; and, in poetry, such
gems as To Helen, Israfel, Ullalume,
Annabel lLee, For Annie, The Bells,
and, above all, the famous Raven,
referring, as some have argued, to
his wife, and vet others, as is more
probable, since his wife was still liv-
ing when he wrote the poem, to the

Mrs. Stanard of his childhood It
is more likely, however, that ‘‘lost
l.enore ”” was an abstraction. Poe

considered the death of a beautiful
woman the most poetic, the most
haunting and the most melancholy
occurrence in nature, hence the finest
of his poems deal with that subject

The Windrow.

President Braga, of Portugal, is
the first college professor who has
heen placed at the head of a Govern-

ment

A novel, ““The Trail of Ninety
curht,” by Robert W. Service, 1is
among the new books on the market
th fall

Joseph Brucker, a journalist, is
Htting  out an airship expedition,
which will start westward over the
\tlantic from the Canary Islands in
F'ehruary .

Mlark Twain’s daughter, Mrs. Os
i Gabrilowitsch, wife of the Rus-
sinn pianst, is sole heir to his es
tate, which has been valued by ap
raisers at $£$611,136

Tohn 1. Rockefeller has added
S1.820,000 to his previous gifts to
o ] S. Institute for Medical Re-
carch—making a total of $8,240,
ono At present, the Institute 1S
tudving infantile paralysis, pneu-
monia, and heart disease
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In Auto, Sleigh or Wagon on Cold Days

The Roundabout Club

Reopening of the Liter-
ary Society

Again it is time to reopen our Liter-
ary
will be considered and subjects will bhe
assigned; some purely literary, some bear-
ing upon practical or current topics.
P'rizes, consisting of leather - bound clas-
sics and well - illustrated nature books
bound in cloth, will be given as hereto-
fore, for all essays written on specified

Society. As usual, contributions

subjects.
To begin, then, let us try something

easy :
Describe briefly : (1) The man you like,
and the man you dislike. (2) The

woman you like, and the woman you dis-
like.

Remember, your description must not
be a mere catalogue of qualities. Orig-
inality, humor, strength, clearness, the
““literary touch’’—all of these may ap-
pear in the working out of just such a
subject as this.

Kindly send all essays so that they
may arrive at this office not later than
November 25th

Finger Rings.

THE HISTORY AND ASSOCIATIONS
CONNECTED WITH THEM.

(By Scholasticus.)

The wearing of finger rings is an inter-
esting topic, and affords a far more
valuable subject for thought than many
who have never considered it may im-
agine. History, romance, poetry, tragedy,
are all associated with finger rings. The
love of them seems innate in the whole
human race, and they go with us al-
most from the cradle to the grave. The
young child makes rings of grass or
small flowers ; the maiden looks with
pride, joy and affection upon her engage-
ment ring of plighted troth; the wife
never removes her wedding ring, and it
often rests on her finger when the lov-
ing, active mother’s hands  are folded
together in the long last sleep. Poets
weave beautiful thoughts around this

subject, as

“ ('ling closer, closer, life to life;
Cling closer heart to heart;
The time will come, my own wed wife,

When you and 1 must part.

I.et nothing break our band but death,
IFor in the world above
"Tis the breaker Death that soldereth

Our ring of Wedded Love.

It cannot he otherwise but that with
every ring, whether worn by man, woman
or child, there is some story, some asso-
ciation connected Vulgar ostentation
may in some few cases be the cause of

their being worn, as when Tennyson

writes : ‘‘And barbarous opulence, jewel
thick, sunn'd itself on his breast and his
hands’’: but probably the truest, and

certainly the most charitable, reasons to
find are that they are used for their
associations and for their beauty.

One has only to go to a good museum
to see how long the use of finger rings
has been customary There you will
find that as soon as man began to make
anything rings were one of the first
things made, and we have no reason to
have any doubt that both men and
women wore them. Probably this gave
rise to the term ‘‘barbarous custom,”’
but notwithstanding this wrong use of
an approbrious term, the custom has
survived, so far as can be judged is in-
creasing, and is likely to continue to do
so.- Very curious and very interesting
are some of the early rings, being made
of all kinds of materials, and carved in
all sorts of designs; and it is to be
observed that the cases in which they
are displayed in the museums are at-
tractive. The attraction is by no means
confined to the fair sex.

No one seems to question the propriety,
the grace and the wisdom of the fair
sex adding to the mnatural beauty of
their shapely hands those to be obtained
by the glistening charms of these orna-
ments Some people, however, appear
adverse to their use by men. There are
many who have not the slightest appre-
ciation of jewels in any form, and are

Use a Clark Heate === hreakable; supplies the heat without “'

It is neat, compact, attractive and un-

flame, smoke or smell.

We make 20 styles of these heaters from 90c each to $/0. Most of them have
attractive carpet covers with asbestos lining. They have been on the market ten years and
please every purchaser. We guarantee =
that you will be pleaced or money refund-
ed. They fit in at the fect, occupy little
space and are just the thing.

DON'T SHIVER AYD BE UNCOMFORTABLE

when one of these heaters will keep you
warm and cozy and comfortable cn every
business or pleasure tripin cold weather.

Ask your dealer for a CLARK HEATER—the only kind that will last indefinitely, never get out of order, and heat
asmuh oras little as you want. Inv.st on the CLLARK. Write for complete catalog—a postal brings it. WRITE NOW.

CHICAGO FLEXIBLE SHAFT COMPANY 110 La Salle Avenue, CHICAGO

‘““The British
Treasure”

Combines all the qual-
ities you are looking
for, viz.: Durability,
Beauty and Strength.
Has a reputation to be
envied by all of being
the best cast iron
range in Canada.

It is a quick, even
baker. Steel Oven
Bottom.

Heats five sides of oven at
same time.

Good-sized fire-box. Keeps
fire over night. Grates guar-
an eed for five years.

All ni kel plated parts lift off,
even the panels. This makes it
easy to blacklead.

Constructed entirely of smooth, clean castings made only of No. 1 best
grade pig iron. No scrap used. Guaranteed by makers who are to-day the
oldest and largest manufacturers of stoves in Canada.

The D. Moore Company, Limited, Hamilton, Canada
AGENTS EVERYWHERE.

utterly unable to understand the fascina-

The Plants Show You Why

Why do your plants soon wither and die in the house in Winter ?

BECAUSE the house lacks moisture—

BECAUSE the kind of Furnace you have is giving off a dry,
unnatural, parching heat. The average Furnace does this because in
warming the air it dries out the natural humidity of the atmosphere
and fails to replace it. Instead of the 707 average humidity of the
outside air—your present furnace heated air probably contains less than
307, of moisture.

The Remedy is in the
Circle Waterpan

OF THE

*Good Cheer”’
Furnace

This encircles the Furnace—it is big—commodious—sensible—it
holds several times as much water as the makeshift pan in the average
Furnace—it is placed just at the proper position to catch the incoming
air—to give it extra moisture before it gets to the heating surface, and
thus the air supplied to the rooms is almost as humid as the outside
atmosphere.

The “‘Good Cheer'" Circle Waterpan Furnace saves Doctors' bills
as well as coal bills.

For full particulars of the splendid Furnace write 5

THE JAMES STEWART MFG. CO., LIMITED,
WOODSTOCK, ONT. - - - - WINNIPEG, MAN.

MENTION THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE WHEN WRITING ADVERTISERS.




