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THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE.

FOUNDED 1866

»«"■«L^HErbEIHiKE
hi"f,ralnu; 0r white oak- which make rather Bl J- ZAVITZ.
suffed to^ht, vn ,the soiL The species best
Scotch 7,7! klvd °f work will be white pine,
Mc^h Pine. larch and spruce.
roadsirieP°PUltr idea ?f tree-planting is that of 

park or orchard planting, where 
ling from six to fifteen , 
where a large hole has to

farm forestry.
In the Pioneer days the forest was an enemy 

to agricultural settlement. Few realise what ^ 
cost our fathers and forefathers to clear and build 
the structure we now know as the Ontario farm.

early settlers met an almost unbroken for­
est. and an early writer, who was qualified to 
judge, states that this forest contained one of 
the most valuable masses of timber that 
existed in a region of its size.
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UK- more PRAISE FOR ALFALFA.
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ever
.__ , The work of

clearing is still going on, and at present there is 
probably not fifteen per cent, of good woodlands 
left in the older part of the Province. In these 

, early days mu<* land was unwisely cleared, and 
to-day we can find in almost any district soil 
which would have been more productive if left for 
wood crops. Many arguments are brought for­
ward to show that the Ontario 
good investment on the farm 
Wise and far-sighted farmers 
question seriously, and

Editor " The Farmer’s Advocate " :
Your subscribers of last year will .

something of what appeared in " The Fa™* -r 
Advocate ” regarding this legume (alfalfa) Tv 
has—m the estimation of many of us—no’ * hlc,h 
Iv 18 my intention to seed down more of itTh ' 
y^r, as no doubt many others are thiLT
227t’ rt°hrg,ed by W,hat has been said regird 
ing it m the columns of your valuable naner f.
is too good a thing to miss, and I wifi be v»r! 
much surprised if there is not much more 0? if 
sown m the future. What I have is » mi,.. °f Î 
grasses and clovers seeded down in 1903 Vfow 
grasses remain, but only one of the clovers ih?X
tained '"T the aIfa,fa’ The first cutting Ch 
tamed a mixture of the crasses ,
SeouS,rr was Practically all alfalfa. Now aT 
though less of it was sown to the acre ih* 
would have been sown alone (about sevTbs fn 
the acre), yet it has given wonderful rAtumc °

In waste land planting, the for- jo[ning famTwT?stlctin^hi^fiis^frop o^t^' 

ûvf teTÏZr? eT' Tr6el are Planted about ^tured instead. Apart from th^ tMrd JoT

Mr* ï |aa iiere Pf apot is Prepared by cutting out feedlnS this hay now and I estimée foLLnt
r_ . sup- a piece of turf about fifteen to eighteen inches cows at ieast one ton is as mnH 00. f . milk

____ ___ , This condition may exist m*u&re with a mattock or grub hoi- and f tv! timothy. Of course a LT» gE°daS \wo to”s of
shfo a- 1&rge Proportion of a town- ground is stony or rather hlvy the suot shm-M early- when just cLLng So h^'™8 be
f^.' 1,6 hmited to a f®w acres on the be loosened with the pick. After the soil has any forebodings that it win ffei- ?° not have

hava no quarrel with the past, but it loosened, the tree can beinsLted wfth think most fanners are shrink away. I
«ems strange to find men to-day clearing off soil spade. Naturally loose sLidTsLl L n httle in this wif and La 1^, of losing a
which, as soon as cleared, will become unproduc- Ptented with less labor than he/v-v lL b® better article LEE are unmindful of the much

anf We m<^t every season clearing Tbe labor expended in planting an^acre flveZt thti second or after 6growth6 fhZ 'ncmase in

«r s- sus^£r”,orA ascbJC? a,Nc;v?„r,z„f‘Er*- -, - -*io“®f 'Ehich was on a limestone ridge. It was twice as much as others in a dav 8 M t0 d° 25 ibs of seed tn C° respondents, advise sowing
ïSS* ÎL,?6*® nîm* “d U was Another factor in ^nnecUon with the cost of not state pLfitifely tha^'tS"’ WhUe 1 Can’
a cheap farm. The previous owner had waste-land planting, is the availahilitv L . necessary I J JLthat. ,thls 18 more than
cleared a field on the limestone formation i«g material. Thf followiJ te a tlm» L P T exampie the Hn rT PT“ that Jt i8. For
where here and there the bed-rock crop'ped out tions taken from 1907 ratitin<n,o= bf L qUl0ta~ pounds to th» efer to bas only about seven 
«nd where the e°U at the deepest places was from America and Cope wh^T^doiTT ? woufo Do Zbt hT ^T ™<>re than thto 
12 to 15 inches deep. After clearing, years ago tree planting material TheLSUpplying for«ft- that less thL .l T better, yet I think

, asps:snnsustxrsrs -°zrOvrio
oVSxOO^ier.^”" - - o, no

hard woods, and, five years ago, in going over 
the place, I found many young pines, cedars, etc., 
getting a start. In a few years the field would 
bfve been covered with tree-growth. Last season 
the newcomer was actually found clearing the 
field for agricultural purposes, spending both 
time and money in an operation which, I venture 
to say, he will regret in less than five years.

Little blame can be attached to the early 
* tier for mistakes in clearing, but there

excuse for us to-day, with the experience of a 
century to guide us. Arguments may be required 
to show the wisdom of protecting the woodlands 
existing on good agricultural soil, but it surely 
needs little thought to see the advantage of keep­
ing waste lands under perpetual wood 
the non-agricultural soils of Ontario 
normal forest conditions, and

a sap- 
feet high is used, and 

be made in which toEtgS.
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wood-lot is a11 * " " 3.;* . -,-v. 0as a wood-producer. 
*ure taking up the 

we find a few who are 
treating the wood-lot In a rational manner.

The question we wish to discuss at 
not, however, the «are of the 
reforestation of lands which are not producing 
any rental^ and are sometimes spoken of as waste 
lands. The term waste land is frequently criti­
cised, and we often meet persons who ridicule the 
statement that old agricultural Ontario contains 
waste lands. The fact remains, however, that we 
pa™’. “ ®v«“ the oldest and bèst parts of the 
Province, lands which, from-an agricultural staricF" 
P°*nL' ^non-productive, or, in other words, 

lands- These lands are of various de- 
scriptions, such as steep hillsides, rocky,
TOite> and Hght, shifting sandy soils.

• a wide range of conditions, which 
and treatment.
-A.first_clase farm may have a steep hillside 

a C“lti,Va^’ but which would pro- 
A certain field may be so stony, or 

t^i.* 1 A* sfaaU°w. that cultivation is impossible. 
Light, sandy soil may exist which will not 
port an annual crop.
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con-
present is 

wood-lot, but the

Beforesting Waste Land.
Waste sandy land being planted to White Pine.

Place the tree, 
ester usesthin 

We find 
need attention mi

cut

m
E
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are not favorable, it 
1 would say if one-third 

and one-third
use.

seed
work was expended in 
that better results 
words.

was sown.
getting the conditions right

Prepared^ryrii ^^

five nnimj. g better results than twentv- 
nve pounds on poorlv-DrennraH o~:i ,envthan fifty pounds ThP ®P red .soll> yes- better 
soil is not Til n„iw !aS°n 18 Ptein. If the 
seeds fall where it wouVcTlL and perchance some 
them to grow then ?' Se,coml miracle for
fall in the same nla™E,matter bow many seeds 
same fate One thin ■ would all share the
good catch, namely® to^av’1^^ necessary f°r a 
verized. How is it ’n Î!fV0 the soil well pul- 
to take root and Lw L ! ?" SUCh tiny seeds 
sometimes found ?ë wp n n 8011 as r°ugh as it is
dencr to discover the secret 7 '" g° 7 the gar’
How carefully all the i, 1 of successful seeding.off, and aSyth bL Tew crrebr0ktenUP °r rak^ 

possible to do it as well t U may not be 
something towards it ’ LÏ. W® can at ,east do 
so doing Of courL th anAbe Wel1 awarded fo^ 
but apart Horn having h7 the better,
many fail to e-et “ n v -> rlght, I believe that 
late in the sefson Irt becftuse it is left too
early as possible for th° doubt should be done as 
early every rain that fon^^L 7^ When Sown 
and it Vtlsri gets a star hT" he'PS to cover jt 
set in. which is fatal v^fore a dry time may 
harrow it in well T ou say, Mr. Editor, to
this. T am afrafd sJn a litt,e dubious about

they .‘Z»" “vTr

sure about t hie r „ . , ome UP- I wish I
will then form a firmer LL7 i’6 fa,! p,°wed. 
be fine, but not loose iLILth ^ SOil should 
spring fo the dentil of r .then worked in the 
ing thoroughly if temov 7 mC,b6S' After work' 
row and sow and the’ , ^ould roll, then har- 
om.oQitn anrt then harrow
opposite way. I think that 
only make the soil 
but would also 
too deep.

1 believe alfalfa is the

l g5

Ü

set- 
is little

crops. If 
were under

were managed for 
perpetual wood-production purposes, this Prov­
ince would never need fear a wood famine.

Is it possible to remedy the mistakes Twenty-five-year-old Larch Plantation.
Ground

of the
past ? Can waste land be restocked with trees, 
and, most important, can it be done practically ? 
In other words, can the farmer or small land- 
owner reforest waste land at a cost which 
not make the work prohibitive to the 
owner ?

originally an old gravel pit.was

Species. Age or size. North America. Europe 
$ 6 00

15 OO 
20 OO
16 00

will Sc0tch pine ... 6 in. to 10 in.
average Norway spruce. 10 in. to 12 in. 

question of Larch lo in t 10 •
re-planting, it is well to ask of what value will White pine' ln
the plantation be after we make it. Some men 
are willing to plant trees on waste land, and

$1 20 
2 00
2 90
3 00

Before discussing the

f6 in. to 10 in.

When it is understood that from two 
men can plant an acre of waste land Vn
LnabP 7Vng TtCrial may b0 obtained 
on such wôric ^ wil1 desirc to

In order to show 
pl'ii ing, the fi,
v Mb fbe farmers
! '-'■"ling

even
on good soil, from a sentimental standpoint. 
Others want to know “ What is there in it for 
me ?”
having its waste portions covered with t 
going to have a higher sale value i’r : 
portions were lying unproductive. "• < 
old plantation of white pine on a et - -, 
will certainly add to the value of the fu. - 
some cases the actual returns may be a 1 
ln the future, but quick-growing species >, 
produced op «rate w«jrte Jftflds, so that

to four 
a day, 
as rea- 

carry

wasThe answer is that any farm in Ontario It
is

the practicability of 
ovornniont desires to '

,,,, ■_ of tho Province in
the Government 

' pert ltd vice free of 
. ; ' ' the charges of 

t i;al work in

such 
co-operate 
waste-land 

Will supply the trees 
cost, but the applicant 
transportation and do 

connection with the plan­

ât: JF
once more the 

rolling would not 
,r.m and he,P to pulverize it, 

1 event the seed from going down

easiest of all clovers to»
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