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excellent quality were absent. The sweepstakes prize
for the best pair of dressed birds wasg this year given
to a pair of Plymouth Rock pullets, while the rununers
up were a pair of cockerels of the same breed, all owned
by Adam Armstrong, of Fergus, Ont. The winning
birds were of proper size, cxcellent color, and first-class
quality, and in the opinion of the judges it is doubtful
if a better pair have ever been shown. It is a note-
worthy fact that never in the history of this show,
since amalgamation with the Fat Stock Show, has this
prize been won by other than the Plymouth Rock breed,
and but once by an exhibitor living outside the County
of Wellington.

The annual meeting of the Western Ontario Poultry
Association was held in the City Hall, Guelph, on Wed-
nesday, Decemher 18th. The present lack of accommo-
dation was dwelt upon by the President, Mr. Wm. Mec-
Neil, London, Ont., and it was decided to ask the Gov-
ernment for a substantial increase of space, in order
that there be not a recurrence of the state of affairs of
this year. The following officers were elected : Hon.
Pres., Dr. A. W. Bell, Winnipeg ; President, Wm. Mc-
Neil, London ; First Vice-Pres., A. Bogue, London ;
Sec.-Treas., A. P. Westervelt, Toronto ; Auditor, J. M.
Duff, Guelph. Directors—A. W. Tyson, Guelph; J. N.
Baldwin, London ; G. G. Henderson, Hamilton ; T. H.
Scott, St. Thomas; P. Green, Owen Sound ; R. Oke,
London ; A. K. Cornwall, Thamesville ; C. H. Wilson,
Hawkesville. The judges for next year are as follows :
Wyandottes—Mr.  Lucker, Michigan. Leghorns and
Orpingtons—R. Oke, ILondon. Plymouth Rocks—Mr.
Schwab, Rochester. Black Minorcas—Newton Cosh.
French Varieties and Dorkings—L. G. Jarvis, Montreal.
Asiatics and Hamburgs—Wm. McNeil, London. Games
and Bantams—Sharp Butterfield. Pigeons—Mr. Wagner.
Ornamentals—Wm. Barber, Toronto. Turkeys and
Water Fowl—John Thompson. Dressed Poultry—To be
selected.

The Manitoba Winter Fair and Stallion Show will
be held at Brandon on February 19th to 21st. There
will be classes for stallions of all breeds, in addition
to seed grain and the various educational features, such
as distinguish the Ontario Winter Fair at Guelph.

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

The Chambers Shire Sale.

A consignment of imported Shire: horses, from
Messrs. Chambers & Sons, Holdenby, Northampton,
England, were disposed of by auction at the Canadian

Horse Exchange, Toronto, Tuesday, Dec. 11th. Thirty
lots were offered, and although a few showed signs of
rough usage. on the voyage, excepting one or two, all
were sold. They were, undoubtedly, the best lot the firm
have exported to Canada, and, being of good breeding,
are bound to leave a beneficial impression in the dis-
tricts in which they may find themselves. Mr. D.
Smith, of Gladstone, Man., made one or two purchases
that he will not regret. W. G. Trethewey, of Cobalt
fame, bought a three-year-old and a two-year-old mare
at reasonable prices; but the principal buyer was W.
J. Church, of Arthur, Ont., who picked up a couple of
mares and the grand black stallion, Roxwell Saxon
Harold, five years, for which he paid the top price of
the sale, $750. He also paid $450 for Holdenby
Flash Girl, a cracking good two-year-old filly, with
exceptionally good bone, fine quarters, a well-rounded,
vwell-coupled middle, and capital head, neck and
shoulders, tracing close up to the great Harold. An-
other buyer was William Laking, of Hamilton, who se-
cured three mares at a decent price, that should prove
profitable, whether to resell or to keep. James Gard-
house, Weston, bought the four-year-old mare, Raund’s
Belle, a real beauty, good enough to win anywhere, and
whose sire was twice champion of Kngland. William
Pearson, of West Flamboro, was the highest bidder at
$400 for Holdenby Brownie, a three-year-old with ex-
cellent points, and J. Braken, of Appleby, was fortu-
nate in having Darby II., a promising two-year-old
roan, knocked down to him for $350. Mossom Boyd,
Bobcaygeon, had a bit of a run for the yearling stal-
lion, Rickford Blagdon, but at $460 got good value
for the youngster, who is a horse of splendid promise.
Another good purchase was that of John M. Gardhouse
& Sons, Highfield, who paid $805 for Holdenby
Nicausis, a two-year-old filly, bred by the consigners,
and a good 'un, surveyed from anywhere. One Hackney
maro was put up, a four-vear-old filly, the quality of
which is best exemplified by the fact that Mr. Thomas
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Graham, of Claremont, made a special trip to the ex~
change to bid on her, and got her for the moderate
sum of $325. She is a dark chestnut, by Wraytom
Lord Roberts; dam Cambrian Star, by Excelsior VIII.,
with plenty of quality. Altogether 25 Shires were
sold, for an average per head of $340.

Western Fruit Market.

Mr. Philp, Dominion Fruit Inspector in Manitoba,
reports that the stocks of winter apples held by mer-
chants in the outlying towns and cities are very low.
This is another indication that the market for apples
in the Northwest is increasing much more rapidly than
even the dealers anticipated. Mr. Philp also says that
the merchants generally speak very highly of this year’'s
grading and packing. While not yet perfect, the im-
provement has been 8o great that the merchants are
fairly well satisfied. The inspector for Saskatchewan
and Alberta also reports a shortage in winter stock.
To make matters worse, much of the fruit was received
too late, and shows signs of having heen touched by
frost. Excellent warehouses are being constructed at
Regina, Moose Jaw, Lethbridge, Edmonton and Calgary.
No doubt, shippers in the future will make allowance
for the closing in of the season somewhat earlier in
the West, and will not suffer this unfortunate loss by
frost. A. McNEILL.

To the Farmers About Thresbing.

The farmer is always on the lookout for ways of
having things in good shape when the thresher comes
around. That is all right; but I think that most
farmers are in too big a hurry about hauling in their
grain. There is usually plenty of fine weather after
crops are all in. I camn always judge of the conditiom
of the grain by looking at the wood pile. The man
that has his grain in good condition has also good
wood. On the other hand, wet grain and poor wood
go together. How can a thresher do a big day’s work
when these two conditions exist ? Whether fed by band
or self-feeder, progress will be slow. I would suggest
that wood be got up the year before and covered, and
that a few hundred of coal be added. It would pay
twice over. Try it. X. Y. Z.
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Mr. Duthie, a Missie bull,
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