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Billy retreated immediately, and let her
seck the “others.” He wculd not have
sbeyed her orders, however, had not Sara
Wells made a little effort to come near and
talk to him, She was indeed a thoroughly
“nice” girl, and Billy forgot he could not
‘amuse” her, They were before long as
lasy over a subject which
ery somewhat later discovered to be
metry, and great was his laughter, He
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art early,
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i get on in the world, 1| farm, lately I see him occasionally,”
s¢ ¢ people let my early life He is going to the old boy,” said
nst me " r calmly, uncorking a vial
father wasa poor boy, a: 1ing tongue to its contents,
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You wonder how
an old chap like me knows so much abo
a younug one,don’t you? Perhaps I shou
adwire him if I did not happen to be a doe-
r. He bas dropped in here a few times,
mee with a sprained wrist, once with a sor

throat ; has chatted a little, asked no amount
of advice, given me no confidence, but 1've
read him through and through. I don’t
have to look at a body'sstomach to tell that
it is disordered—or his conscience, either,”

If Billy could have proved the untruth-
fulness of any one statement made by the
old doctor he would not have been silent ;
as it was, he held his peace for a while
fore he remarked : “I haven't any iufluence
over him, He is older and better educated
than | am. He has always treated me well,
but [ have no doubt ke looks down on me
as being greatly his inferior, It is perfec
natural that he should do so.”

“ Maybe. Ob, I had no idea of setting
you on Stan Ellery’s track. If there’s auy
influence going he'll be the one to exert it
and that brings me to the point.  Ned Fene

U 15 your room mate, isn't he
“ Yes, sir,” returned Billy, a little anxi-
yusly ; for as an outgrowth of their life to-
gether he was becoming much attached v
Ned

“I've known Ned iton ever since he
used to sit in his father’s study and play at
sermon writing, He is a fine, strong fellow,
with a quick brain, not powerful ; heis sen-
sitive, seems alittle lazy uow, but he will be
terribly excitable or worbidly melancholy,
if his wmind or body ever get over-wrought,
I wish Stan Ellery would let him alone,”

“1 don’t believe he has a very great deal
to do with Ned.”

“Would you know if he did bave? You

From studying Stan, he turned | are busy, and are seldom in your room uutil
; and thinking of his sturdy | ten or eleven at night. I’ve seen them to-

struggles toward an honorable manhood, the | gether constantly lately, and in fact more

farmer said to himself : * [t passes my com-
yrehension,  Stan came of a pure ancestry.
thx« carliest associations were refined and

or less in one another’s company for a year,”
“Ned seldom talks of him,”
‘““Stan might not care to have him talk of

tal

ing

ratl
not
fell
ters
cov
and
tur
“

N
eve
thel




