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WAR OF 1 S 1 2 .

to the number of from 50 to 75 completely armed with muskets, pis
tols, daggers &c., determined to defend the house at all hazards. 
The mob collected and commenced the attack between 9 and 10 
o’clock in the evening, by breaking all the windows with brick-bats ; 
and attempting to force the door. The Garrison, after warning them 
of the consequences, fired a few rounds of blank cartridges, which 
had no other effect than to exasperate them. They then commenced 
firing with ball and slugs Two or three were killed, and numbers 
were desperately wounded. The mob then retreated, and marched 
to Fell’s Point, and procured a cannon, with which they returned a- 
bout 2 o’clock in the morning. The piece was loaded, and placed be 
fore the house ; but through some detect in the management of 
the gun they could not get her to go off". Partial attacks were in this 
way kept up until morning, when the garrison, seeing no practicabi
lity of being rescued by the civil authority, found means to escape 
privately : all except about 25 who were determined to hold out. A- 
bout 7 in the morning the Mayor of the City, and General Strieker, 
having collected a force of horse and infantry, amounting in all to a- 
boul one hundred men, marched them to the scene of action, and pa
raded them in front of the house, but took no pains to disperse the 
the mob by which they were surrounded. The small band of heroes 
who still garrisoned the house, now offered to give themselves up to 
the Mayor and Gen. Strieker, if they would promise to protect them 
from the mob. This was acceeded to by the Mayor and the General, 
who gave them their word of honor that they should have ample pro
tection from all harm. They were accordingly taken from the house, 
surrounded by the military, who formed a hollow square, and in this 
manner marched to the City prison, where they were lodged and left 
without any guard, the troops being immediately dispersed, 
notwithstanding they were followed by the mob (oftenpelting them 
with brick-hats and paving-stones) and swearing that the prison 
should not protect the damned Tories, but that they should all be 
killed in 24 hours. At noon verbal orders were issued for the 5lh 
Regiment of Infantry to turn out at 3 o’clock, P. M. and after the ut
most exertions of some spirited officers, at 4 o’clock but about 30 or 
40 men were collected; they continued under arms about an hour, 
when orders came from the Mayor, as the mob had dispersed, to dis
miss them. About 8 o’clock in the evening the inob again collected, 
attacked the prison, and forced the outer door, when the Sheriff it is 
said delivered them the keys of the inner apartments, which they 
opened, and brought the unfortunate men out two at a time, and beat 
them with clubs until they thought them dead-one they carried away, 
tarred and feathered him, beat him until lie was almost dead, prick
ed him with sharp irons, and carded him with a wool-card. At 10 
o’clock 1 saw five lying in front of the prison apparently lifeless, 
while these horrid savages were prowling over them, and exulting 
in their worse than savage barbarity ; it was indeed a horrid sight.and 
it makes my blood boil when 1 think of it.

I am informed this morning, that there is hut one actually dead, 
that some can live hut a few hours, and the lives of the greatest part 
are despaired of. They were secured,I am told by meritorious exer
tions of the doctor who persuaded the butchers that they wire dead, 
and had them conveyed away in cariiages, as fast as they could set 
them out of their hands. The one who is ascertained to have been 
killed was General Lingau, an old Revolutionary Officer. General 
S. Lee of Virginia was also among them; the rest were chiefly young 
men whose connexions were the most respectable in the City." The 
inhabitants arc in the utmost consternation : all business is suspended; 
people collect in small groups in the streets, with a settled gloom up
on their countenances, and every man looks with suspicion on his 
neighbor, for no man thinks himself safe whose potiticul creed does 
not agree with that of the mob; lest that an unguarded expression 
may subject him to their fury. The number stated to have been 
massacred in the gaol exceeds twenty, and among there arc Cap
tains Murray and Lingau of the United States army.”

Such is the picture drawn of American feeling on the occasion, by 
an American himself. Let me place in relie! to it kindlier relations 
which existed at that period along the border,as exhibited in a letter 
dated

Niagara, (American side) June 2Sth.
“ The news of war reached the British (Niagara) Fort George the 

24th by express,two days before it was received at our military station. 
General Brock the British Governor, arrived at Fort George the 25th. 
Several AmericanGentlcmen were there on a vLit,who were treated 
very politely by the Governor, and sent under the protection of Cap
tain Glegg his aid to Fort Niagara with a flag. The news of war 
was very unwelcome on both sides the river. They have been for 
six years in habits of friendly intercourse, connected by marriages 
and various relationship;. Both sides were in consternation ; the 
woman and children were out on the banks, while their Fathers, hus
bands, sons &c. were busily employed in arming. It was said Cap
tain Glegg also bore a summons for the surrender of Fort Niagara, 
hut this was contradicted by Captain Leonard commanding that post, 
who said the message was merely to inquire il lie lut.I any official 
notice of the war ; and that hi; answered in the negative.”

The garrison of Amherstburg, at the commencement of the war, 
coo si; ted of 300 men of the first battalion of the Ft Uvginunt

a very weak detachment of the Royal Newfoundland Fencibles, 
and a subaltern’s command of artillery. Situated at the head of 
Lake Erie,and forming the key to our relations with the Western Indi
ans, this post became an object of additional interest to the enemy. 
W ith every opportunity of ascertaining the weakness of its defences, 
& the almost utter impossibility of its obtaining supplies, the fall of 
Amiicrstburgh was looked forward to by the Americans, as an event 
which admitted not of doubt. With this view, the division under 
General Hull, consisting of two thousand three liundr d men, had 
been urged forward with all possible despatch to Detroit, at a dis
tance of eighteen miles beyond Anihcrstburg, an attack on which 
latter place was immediately contemplated. Having collected his 
boats, and made every other necessary preparation, the American 
General,on the 7th of July,landed three miles above Sandwich, a small 
town nearly opposite to Detroit, and within view of a corps of obser
vation, which, in conformity with its instructions, retired on his 
approach. Colonel St. George, Inspecting Field-officer, and then 
commanding at Amherstburg, with that spirit and activity by which 
he was distinguished throughout the war, made every judicious dis
position for his reception. TJie militia were called out, and, through 
the, exertions of the various agents of their department, a body ot 
600 Indians was soon collected. At a distance of eight miles from 
Amherstburg, and traversing the high road, is the Canard River 
which empties itself into that of the Detroit, and is impassable even 
by cavalry. Over this,and near its month, a bridge composed entire
ly of timber, had been constructed. Seizing at once the advantage 
of this position, and determining to profit by the delay the enemy 
must consequently experience, Colonel St. George instantly caused 
the bridge to be destroyed, and a body of marksmen to he posted 
among the long grass and weeds with which the banks of the river 
are covered, for the purpose of annoying such of the enemy as ap
peared for its reconstruction. The Queen Charlotte, a vessel of 
twenty guns, was at the same time anchored at the mouth of the 
river, for the purpose of keeping them more effectually in check.

Meanwhile, General Hull, amused himself and his enemy, by the 
following piece of rhodomontadc, in the shape of a proclamation.

Inhabitants of Canada.

been driven to arms. The injuries and aggressions, the in,ults and 
indignities of Great Britain, have once more left them no alternative 
but manly resistance or unconditional submission. The Army under 
my command has invaded your country, and the standard of Union 
now waves over the territory of Canada." To the peaceable, unoffend
ing Inhabitant, it brings neither danger nor difficulty. I conic to find 
enemies, not to make them. 1 come to protect, not to injure you

Separated by an immense ocean, and an extensive wilderness from 
Great Britain, you have no participation in her councils, no interest 
in her conduct—you have felt her tyranny, you have seen her injus
tice; hut I do not ask you to avenge the one, or redress the other 
The United States are sufficiently powerful to afford you every se
curity consistent with their rights and your expectations. 1 tender 
you the invaluable blessings of civil, political, and religious liberty 
and their necessary icsult, individual anil general prosperity—that 
liberty which gave decision to our council - and energy to our con
duct, in a struggle for independence, and which conducted us safely 
and triumphantly through the stormy period of the revolution—that 
liheriy which lias raised us to an elevated rank among the nations of 
t!ie v. or Id, anil \v liich has afforded us a greater measure of peace; and 
security, of wealth and improvement, than ever fell to the lot of ’any 
country. 1

In the name of my country, and by the authority of Government 
1 promise you protection to your persons, prnperty'and rights. Re
main at your homes ; pur ue your peaceful and customary avocations 
raise not your hands against your brethren. Many of "your fathers’ 
fouulit for the freedom and independence we now enjoy. Being 
children, then fore, id the same family wiih us, and heirs to the same 
heritage, the arrival of an army of friends must he hailed by vou 
wuh a cordial welcome. You will he emancipated Irom tyranny and 
oppression, and restored to the dignified station of freemen. Had [ 
any doubt ol eventual success, I might ask your assistance, hut I do 
not. I come prepared for every contingency—I have a force which 
will lon.i down all opposition, and that force is hut the vanguard ot 
a much greater. If contrary to your own interests and the in t ex
pectation;, of mv country, you should take part in the approaching 
contest, ycu will be considered and treated as enemies, and the hor- 
rois and calamines of war will stalk before you. If the barbarous 
a id sa vage policy of Great Bri a in he pursued, and the savages le
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