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tiow Dealers Conceal some of the Minor

ITHER quarter orack or sand crack, while
pract_ally constituting permanent un-
soundness, can be treated and the lame-
ness allayed. When the oracks aro filled with
guttapercha or other material which is made
throughly smooth and even with the hoof, then
colored to match the hoof and the whole dressed
with hoof dressing, it requires a careful exam-
ination in some cases to detect this fraud.
Enlargements or diseases of the hocks,
acute lameness is not Present, give Lh, trader
opportunities for plying his art. When  there is
an enlargement, as bone spavin, curb or a thick-
ening of any part of one hook and not on ite
fellow, a hypodermic injeotion of » small quan-
tity of some irritant into the sound hock will
cause a swelling, which to any person exocept a
careful observer may 8ppear normal. Most horse-
men are aware that the hooks may be of many
different conformations and still be sound; that
is, & fullness or roughness of mostly any part of
the joint is not necessarily indicative of diseaso
and while undesirable is not liable to cause trou-
ble. He is also aware that if the hocks are
alike it conformation, even though the conforma-
tion be undesirable and there be no symptoms of
lameness it does not indicate unsoundness. Henoce
if one hock be disensed and the other can be
made like it in Appearance the discase is not
nearly so liable to be deteoted,
SHRUNKEN MUSCLES PILLED witm am
ey Then again in case of Sweeney or other disease
5 that has caused an atrophy or shrinking of mus
i cles the trader is aware that by forcing air under-
v veath the skin covering the shrunken muscles he
i fill the hollow. Just underneath the

when

this of course forces the
the hollow,
In some cases irritant liquids are used instead
of air. These liquids cause a swelling which is
the air as it becomes ab-
sorbed in a short time. The filling of the parts
with air is not so Permanent and is more oasily
dotected if the parts be handled. If the hand
be passed over the parts filled with air the touch
is found 0 be abnormal and a crackling sound
like passing the hand over Paper is produced.
ir, however, is preferred to the irritant sub-
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stances as it causes no irritation or after effects.
While irritant substances are liable to cause ex-
treme swelling and soreness and in many cases
the formation of an abscess; hence if a deal be
not effected with a horse so treated the probabil-
ity of being able to dispose of the horse for some
considercble time afterwards is very slight
Means of temporarily cheoking undesirable or
vicious habits are many. The use of an iron ex-
tension to the crupper so hidden in the hair of
the tail that it eannot be noticed is often suc-
oessfully used in disposing of & ewitcher; and

probably one that will kick if he &ets the line

under his tail. The introduction into the rectum

of a small piece of ginger root will cause a tail
hugger to elivate his tail. Horses that are
too high lifed and geuerally
can be doped by administering
proper doses of opiates or narcotics. This of
course renders the animal somewhat dull and
stupid but usually checks his vices for the time.
Successful doping of this kind requires a know-
ledge of the action of the drug used and the pro-
per amount to administer, as while the proper
doso causes the effect noted, smaller doses cause
stimulation and probably an inoreased tendency
to vice, while over doses cause excitement and
delirium and probably make the animal practi-
cally unmanageable,
HARNESS MAY COVER DEFEOTS

Local abnormalities such as warts, small tuthors,
fistula, ulcers, otc., may be hidden by heavy
harness or a saddle. The sctions of the trader are
often sufficient to cause suspicion. If he is anxious
to keep the hurse in motion all the time it indi-
oates that he probably is lame from bone spavin,
which lameness is often not shown except after
standing at rest for a variable louth‘oi time, or
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he may be sore in the fore feet, but a little exer-
cise removes the symptoms and so long as he is
kept moving they are mot apparent

Spring balt is often very hard, and in slight
cases, impossible to detect except by allowing
the horse to stand for a few minutes and then
backing him or turning him short to one side or
the other. The lamenoss caused by corns can
usually be removed for a time by poulticing for
a few days and then Bebting the. wall of the
duartor rasped down so that thero is no pressure
upon the shoo of that part

WHEN LAME IN PRONT

A horse only slightly lame in front will often
&0 sound if the head be checked high and he be
driven smartly on a tight line; but if the cheek
be let down and he be driven at o iog with a slack
line and on & hard road the lameness becomes
apparent,

Ridglings (animals with one or both testioles
not apparent in the scrotum) are often disposed
of as geldings. The only means of detecting this
fraud is by the general appearance and actions
of the animals. They have a masculine appear-
ance, which reasonably well marked, is readily
detected by a horseman but cannot be well de-
scribed, and the actions are those of a stallion
when in company of other horses,

Some traders have such knowledge of the ac-
tions of certain drugs, that if they can gain acoess
to a horse that they want to own, they will ad-
minister a dose that will ca use sickness or partial
inability with the hope of discouraging the owner
and making him willing to part with him easily,
We will not <iscuss this. at any length as the
Ppractice is seldom possible,

Ideas Briefly Expressed
The sidedelivery rake is one of the finest im-
plements ever invented It affords the quickest
way of drying the hay we have ever tried We
have done away with the tedder altogether,—
J. H. Grisdale,

Bome of the advantages that we have seen in
our tile drainage system are that our soil is now
warmer, clover grows better than it did before,
all crops show more vigorous growth, fertilizers
seems to yield greater returns and the greatest
benefit of all is that our heavy clay does not bake
and crack the way it did at one time.—L, K,
Shaw, Welland Co., Ont.

We should be very careful about cutting down
all bad weeds overy year. If these are attended
to and cut at the right time, the farm should soon
be cleared of all weeds. Burs are one of the worst
weeds around, but if they were cut when they
start to blossom and kept out every year we
should soon be done with them, The trouble
very often is that one farmer cuts the weeds on
bis farm but his neighbor js carcless and lets
them grow. I have seen some farmers even on
rented farms much more particular about cutting
weeds and keeping their farm clean than farmers
who live on their own farms—R, P, Hill,
Vietoria Co., Ont.
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