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APIARY ?  SHE CAN1*

Ethel Robson, Middlesez Co., Ont.

Experiences of one Wwho has Demonstrareq by Actual, Profitable Experience that Bee Keeping is Admirably
Adapted to be work for Women—Hives, Swarms and does all work without assistance of men.

T was as the result of no well-considered plan-
ning that I became o bee-keeper ; it was one
of thoso things which just happened.  As jong

as 1 can remember e have kopt a fey colonies
of bees at home. 1 took no part
ment but have vivid recollection;
after father when the bees were
sbout 10 years ago father purchased some 65
colonies, with the intenfion of making bee-
our main work,

in their manage-
5 of wild rushes
swarming; then

keeping
For two 5e450ns we were fairly
successful, then » succession of winters
coupled with POOr  management sadly  de-
pleted our stock until in the spring of 1907 we
yrere reduced to 18 colonies, only three
Leing in geod condition.

During these years I helped with the bees in
the summer and attended school in Toronto in
the winter. I Jeft school, ardent to make the
world a little better. The world was perhaps
wiser than I and not particularly appreciative
of my efforts. S, somewhat discouraged 1 under-
tock to build up our apiary and bring it back
to a paying basis partly because nothing better
offered worth leaving home for, partly because I
wanted some n oney, and partly because I wanted
to prove that | really was some good .

LAUNCHED A8 A BEB-KEEPER

And thus T found myself launched as 4 bee-
keeper, My equipment consisted of g little general
kncwledge of bees, 18 weak colonies, a good honey
house and extracto; and 5 cumbersome quantity
of supplies equal to running about 150 colonies,
I have kept no account since Leginning the
work so will haye to trust to my memory; the
figures which only approximately
cerrect,

I must not forget to mention a vigig
that first summer to the apiary of My, John
McEwan, of Blandeboya, when Mr. McEwan very
kindly gave me much good adyice and encour-
agement. That firgy summer I was able to ahout
double my bees, but only had a small quantity
of honey, my spring count, 1908 wag 30; honey
orop, 1,000 lbs. ; colonies put away for winter,
45; spring count, 1909, 40 colonies; honey har.

hard

of these

I give are

paid during

Then the succeeding cold seem-

ap their vitality, Fruit bloom and dandel-
ion was cold and wet and they failed to fill up
with brood as in other years, Then the clover
already hurt Ly the frost came on long befere the
hees were ready for it, Then I knew that the
bright hones would have to be put away for
another year,

¥ good and saved

address delivered 1, Miss R rece
lky. bﬂou‘ the Aamul oe&nmtlonyol the %h;::'no 82
#soclation. 6T eXtracts from the address
bublished in Farm ang Dairy from time to

the situation somewhat, but even so 1 was only
able to secure about 1,000 Ibs. of honey. I had
set my heart on increasing to 100 colonies but
when it came time to pack up for winter I had
to double dewn to about 85 in order to nake
them strong enough for | have found as | suppose
every one else finds that there
wintering weak colonies. As the clover was prac-
tically ended the first week in July my new
colonies had very little s res and the old cnes
Were unusually light o large part of my honey
was eaten up in buying Sugar fer winter stores,

Altogether it would seem to be rather a dis.
couraging year. Nn-\‘mtlwlm, I feel Letter sat-
isfied with the results than in any previous
year. Up to this time my efforts had been
more or less tentative, now | begin to feel my-
self master of the Situation. I have had prac-
tical experience in increasing, in keeping down,
in doubling, in queen-rearing, and in moving

is no profit in

A Toothsome, Ready-selling Article of Diet
Honey, particularly that in the comb, is one of the
most whoiesome of foods, It should be produced on

every farm. The bees, aside from ll(horin‘ the honey,
are invaluable in fertilizing clover and fruit blossoms,

ereby greatly incrensing the vields of seed and the
set of fruit.
bees, and feel that I am now
&0 on towards success.

And now that 1 have told you thus briefly what
I have done, what are some of the lessons to
be learned? When I speak of keeping bees to
those who know little abeut them, they almost
invariably exel, m, “But how do you manage
when they swarm? Do you hive them your.
self?’  Wo all know that the days of pan-roll-
ing and tree-climbing are at an end and swarm.
ing can be reduced to ap almost negligable
factor. The greatest objection to the work
from a woman’s standpoint is the heavy lifting
Unless a woman is fairly strong i¢ would Le
impossible for her to ge ‘nto Fee-keaning p o
large scale ond do the work herself. Two
women can work together with advantage. My
sister sometimes helps me and then we have no
difficulty in lifting the heaviest bives.

in a fair way te

Aside from the heavy lifting there is no work
about a bee yard which woman of crdinary
not to be able to accomplish
as well as a man, Indeed, for the constant watch-
fulness and the close attention to detail she
ought to be specially fitted, and on these twe
factors success largely hinges,

intolligence ought

SOME OF THE ADVANTAGES
Now for some of the advantages for women
in bee-keeping. In the first place, unlike poul-
try-keeping, the work can bo all done in the
fine weather; in fact, has to be done then. It
is healthful, taking her
keeping her in touch
nature.

into the open air and
with the great world of
It gives a good margin of time for
bursuits unless during the busiest season
in the summer, and all the winters are free
It gives a good profit for small outlay of
money, the chisf capital roquired being brains
and perseverance; and most important of all,
it is interesting, even absorking. Can yeu
imagine anything more suggestive of peace and
contentment than to stand in the midst of a
bee yard, the sun beating down warmly, the
air heavy with the perfume of blossoms, sun-
shine glinting on flashing wings, and all about
you rising to a subdued rear, the steady hum
of bees? Ob, then it is indeed we know
goodly a thing it is to be alive!
BEE-KEEFING ON A SMALLER SCALE

other

hew

For the woman who does not wish to £o into
bee-keeping on a large scale it can yet bo made,
in most localities, a means of ccnsiderably aug-
menting the household income, especially desir-
able where there are a number of girls in the
family, besides furnishing the talle with 4 de-
licious and wholesome sweet I have in mind
two friends who keep from ten to a dozen hives
of hees, which on an average net them abeut
8100 a year. They winter outside and leave
the packing around the hives all summer, thus
taving themselves much heavy lifting,

We are living in period of
velopm nt . our country is alive as never be-
fcre. 16 the women of Ontario would take their
place in the Luilding up of the country they
must benrie practical, well-trained and efficient,
nt that they m compete with men, but that
they may be able to understand their generation
and grasp its great ideal, that they may be
worthy to bear and train a race meet for the
unparalleled heritage of this Canada of ours,

wonderful de-

Nova Scctia is well adapted by nature for
dairying, but we need to give more particular at-
tention to dairying, that is make a specialty of
dairying, give it more attention and more study
We also need a better class of dairy cattle—oows
bred for milk and butter production. There has
been a great improvement in this respect in the
last few years, The general establishment of

Very littlo butter should be made in the farm
home. It can be made more cheaply and generally
better in a factory,—.C, H, Black, Cumberland
Co., N.8§,




