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agues, and have found
we Church has  the
west in the  Conference, and  one of
the most aggressive.  To my mind, it is in
better shape spiritually than ever before.
Zion League has, during the year. been
thoroughly transformed, and is now amongst
the most progressive we have.  For ac
tivity, energy, and work, few Leagues sur-
sy that in W y Chureh ; there it has
‘nu noa help to the Trastee Board in
building  their  new  church, Einerson,
through its Young People’s Society, has
has enjoyed a great revival among  the
members and adherents of the church. At
Crystal City and Boissevain 1 found o noble
band of intelligent, whole-hearted  young
I ready for service of any kind.
During the year the Roland League has
1 work in sending liberal contribu
Jumber camps, ote.  Here we have
a splendid class of young workers.  OF the
Virden League the pastor said to me that he
I go away and leave his service in the
andds of his young people and feel assured
would do the work well. At Arden,
o fills vegulir appointiments for the
field, and, in consequence,
I found the Bran

ressive

with the following 1
these  conditic

"

the Leay
pastor in his lary
18 heing richly blessed
m League stivving  and
ort has come to me that Souris has also
been blessed with a fruitful season of re
vival.  Our League of Young Church, Win
g, i ina healthior condition than it has
There is

"

¢ some time in the past
no doubt that many other socicties wonld
t just as favorably as these, had T eome
tly in touch with them,

All these  things that our
araes are not losing their vitality, 1t is
true they are constantly meeting with pro
s, but these are their atmosphere and
the medium of their strength, T would like
to say, through the columns of your paper,
that the young people of the Praivie Pro
vinee and the houndless west, king
out into the future with hearts all aglow, not
idly gazing, but gladly teying to **lift up,
and while they have fixed the eye of faith o
the great Commander, they are cheerfully
saying to each other, *Ho, my comrades,
the sigm

show

The Leagues in the Golden West.

BY €. 8. KEITH,

Methodism, ever on the alert, to car
the divine conmmand to go into all th
and preach the gospel to ever
early in the f preaching s
Christ and Him alone
miners, and natives of
the early sixties

The foundations of Methodism and relig-
jous froedom were Inid broad and deep by the
early missionaries of our Church, and a debt
that will be hard to repay is due to such
leaders as White, Evans, Taylor, Robson,
Browning, nd, Bryant, shy, and
host of others who o and
lives that the present and futu
may enjoy religions, | litical, and ed
freedom on the Sunset Shore in Can
Golden West.  On this foundation and fol-
lowing close on the influx of population and
the formation of settled communities, younyg
people’s societies naturally followed the ex-
pansion and the growth of the Church,

The formation of the Epworth Le
he Eastern Provinees was immediately fol-
lowed by the young people of th
changing the official name and be ny
Epworth Leagues instead of Young People’s
Societies,  These Leagues carried on their
work for some years as individual organiza-
tio Intervisitation taking place wher-
ever geographical surroundings permitted,
but nothing in the nature of an interchange
of ideas or systematic organization ocenrred
until Jane, 1892,

At the mueting of the British Columbin

tish Columbia in

THE CANADIAN EPWORTH ERA.

Conference held at the city of Nanaimo in
the spring of 1892, the Epworth League
Committee of Conference recommended that
v Epworth League Convention be held in
British Columbia.  Acting on this recom
mendation and the urgent request of promi
nent guers, the President of the Con
ference, the Rev. Juwmes Henry White, is-

sued # eall and as a4 vesult the first E
worth  League  Convention of the  Pacific
Provinee was  held in the  Centennial
Church, in the city of Vietoria in Jur

1892, This was the fiest Conference K
worth Leagne Convention in Canada.
this comvention regular delegate
elected, but from fifty to
Lenguers were present from various parts of
the provinee outside of Vietoria, — The first
convention was very successful and was pro
ductiveof much good, The second eonvention
was held at the city of Vancouver, and the
third in the city of New Westminster. At
the fourth convention, which was held at Vie
torin, it was resolved that the Sunday Scho
e asked to join with the Leagues and form
a dual convention, which was necordingly
done at the tifth convention which was held
at Vanconver

At the fourth session the question of the
advisability of discontinuing the  League
wention and joining with the Christian
ndeavor wovement was discussed, but it
was unanimously resolved to continue the
distinetly Methodistic Convention. The sixth
convention wis held at Nanaimo, the seventh
at Chilliwack, and the e Y
minster on the 18th, 19th, 20th, and 21st
of May, 1899, The sessions of 1806, 1897
1808, andd 1 e all dual conven-
tions, the League and Su School work
aiding ench other heartily and willingl
mutual consultations heing  productive  of
much g The ¢
large amount of good
ing of loyalty to the Church that hefore was
often absent among most Methodist young
peoplein the West ; they have had discussions
and investigations which have resulted in
improved methods ; they have caused an in-
ereased and systematic study and reverence
for the Be of Books, Tue Bisie ; and
lastly, they have led many to a closer walk
with G,

Considering the antipathy shown  the
League by some of the church members it is
wonderful the results that have been ae-
complished in the ten short years of its
existence ¥ however, it s taken into
conside the young people in their
youthful vigor and disregnrd for precedent,
drop all forms and ceremonivs and tuke hold
Christian duties and obligations with
the enthusiasm of their young nature, and
carry into their Christian lives and work the
sunshine and cheer of childhood, all wonder

z

The Leagnes of the Pacific Provinee are
il work and the time is yet far,

¥ distant when they shall have out
lived their nsefulne They are the pastor’s
assistanee at all tin os ; they are leavening the
whole Church.  The hope of the future of
Methodism is in her young people, and in
the Pacitic Northwest the young people are
nearly 2!l in the Leagues.

The Leagues of the West lean heavily on
Christ ; they take Him as their example in all
things : they add a lustre to the religious life
of the Church ; they supply our schools with
a large percentage of their staf, — They are
standing on_the promises,  The Leagues of
the Golden ¥ are striving for and ex-
pect to receiv olden reward, having
fought a good fight.

New Westminster, B.C.

Tue Junior C.E. Union, of Toronto, held
its annual rally in Massey Hall, May 19th.
There was a large attendance and an inter-
esting programime.  All the banners and
rolls of honor were carried off by Methodist
societies ; Woodgreen, St. Clarens’ Avenue,
and 8t. Paul's, were the fortunate winners.
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On the Road.

There is one feature of modern travel
which I have never been able t neile
myself—that is, the s leeping car
It is, to me, a s a delusion. The
little  stutfy  compartments,  with  closely
drawn curtains, are sutticient to banish sleep,
Upon my t long trip, however, 1 struck
something that seemed to admirable
substitute for the ** sleeper,” in the **reclin
ing chair car” of the Wabash Railway,
which I took at St. Thomas, on the way to
the West and South, th
back so a8 to make a very comfort
A suall tip to the porter secures a pillow,
and for the intermittent that o
usually gets on the road, the arrangement is
an excellent one, is no extra charg
for this ear. My trip to St. Louis was one of
the journeys 1 have ever
e, ain did travel ! It moved
along as if it was on important business, and
simply had to be on time,  Many trains run
fast enough while they are in motion hut
they fritter away the time instops at
This western train paused only lon
for one engine to L« removed and another
hitehed on, and not o moment was wasted
Fifty miles an hour, Kept up all night and
all day, is pretty fair time. A gentleman
sitting near me took out his wateh and timed
the train by the mile posts as we flew past
A mile was covered in sixty sceonds, and
then as if desivous of showing what sk
coulid do, the next mile was clipped oft in
exactly fifty-four seconds.  Surely even
George Stephenson never could have dreamed
of such rapid motion !

St Lowis was reached on Satur after
noon. Our train pulls into a station which
f gest railway
It has thirty t
platforms,

depot in thy
by side, in addition to fifte
is used by twenty-three r

wetly we e
iittle of hoth. The
On Saturday

indeed southern, but
population is about GOO,000,
evening [ attended a great mass meeting in

the Music Hall called for the purpose
maugurating the World's Fair which it is
proposed to hold in 1903 to celebrate the
100th anniversary of what is known as ** The
Louisiana Purchase.”  There was a large
audience and the meeting was a most en-
thusiastic ¢ i sed to raise fiv

million dolla ) from  the
citizens and some ten wmillions are to he
seenred in other ways.  Suby tions to the

amount of 4,400,000 were given on that
aturday  evening, and pledges of large
amounts eame in almost faster than the
could be announced from  the platform.
Everything seemed to be spontancous, but
the splendid result was really brought about
by organization and personal effort. Tl
ious institutions and trades of the o
been earefully canvassed and every man
asked to subseribe.  The public meeting was
simply a spectacular cx‘\iLilinll of what had
ween done by individual and organized work,
which is the proper way of advancing any
great enterprise. To judge by what was said
by the speakers at St. Louis, the next
American World's Fair will be a big affair.
One declared that they were bound to make
ita *“‘rip-roaring success,” and all agreed
that it would be the greatest exhibition ever
held on the face of the earth.

On Sunday morning [attended the Lindell
Ave. M.E. church, which is one of the most
elegant  buildings 1 ever saw. It cost
£85,000, and every dollar was raised and ac
tually paid in money or negotiable notes
before a single stone was laid.  This is the
common sense method of building churches.
which I hope may soon be generally adopted,
The money wasted in paying interest by the
churches of our country would go a long way
toward putting new life into our missionary
enterprises, {Vlwn a congregation intends,
sometime in the future, to build a churel




