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when hiving some more swarms which 
came off.

I felt somewhat doubtful as to the 
probable result, but found at the next 
examination that in every instance the 
foundation below the brood had been 
drawn into beautiful straight combs, 
excepting that they tapered off from 
top to bottom and were not fastened to 
the bottom bar. I next put the brood 
chamber down, the lower body on top, 
and a super of drawn combs as a third 
storey, the object being to get the 
combs from foundation fastened down 
and the brood-nest established in them, 
with the view of eliminating any combs 
containing drone cells by again revers­
ing the position of the lower and cen­
tre bodies later on, and inserting a 
queen-excluder between them.

As to the number of all worker combs 
obtained from starters, I had on the 
average eight out of every ten. Where 
a young queen was introduced at the 
time of hiving almost no drone comb 
was built.

Now I do not advocate this as a 
good plan, but mention it to show 
what is a good method one season is 
not necessarily so in another. I have 
on a previous occasion hived several 
swarms on starters and found three 
weeks later no combs had been built, 
and there was no brood, while others 
hived on drawn combs at the same time 
had established a fair brood-nest in 
them.

For the average season I find the 
best plan is to hive swarms on clear 
drawn combs with an empty body un­
derneath, in which they can hang in 
a cluster. They may build a little 
comb on the bottom bars of the frames, 
but this they will soon neglect. In a 
week or so I put a set of full sheets 
on top and withdraw the empty box 
from below. It is natural for bees to 
hang in a cluster for some days after 
swarming, and when given this oppor­
tunity they are less inclined to turn

out—that is to say, swarm again with 
in a few days, as they do some seasons. 
Of late years, however, I have had so 
few swarms that 1 am not quite sure 
that it may not be due to a general 
inclination to less swarming.

The honey flow from red box was 
very heavy while it lasted at my out- 
apiary; the average per colony was 40 
pounds.—Australasian Uee-keeptr.

WEATHER REPORTS FROM THE 
PROVINCES

Issued by the Minister of Trade and 
Commerce

Maritime Provinces—In Prince Ed­
ward Island heavy rains during the lai 
ter part of July interfered with the 
gathering of hay, much of which ha« 
beeen badly spoilt. The crop ton vrai 
short owing to the effects of last sum 
mer’s drouth. The condition of the 
grain crops continues to be very favor­
able. In Nova Scotia a long drouth in 
June and July retarded growth. Heavy 
rains which followed interfered with the 
hay harvest, but greatly improved other 
crops. The hay harvest in New Bruns­
wick is abundant but very late, only a 
small proportion having been cut at the 
end of July.

Quebec—In this province the crops 
have never recovered from the,ill effects 
of the cold and wet spring ; they were 
put in late and a long period of drouth 
followed the excessive rains of May and 
June. On the whole, therefore, the crop 
prospect in the province of Quebec at 
the end of July was distinctly unfavor­
able, though in some places much needed 
rains were, though late, beginning to 
effect a slight improvement. A corres­
pondent near Quebec city writes: “At 
the present time one may state that the 
harvest in general in the district of Que 
bec will be the poorest for 2-7 years," 
Our correspondent at Mont Carmel, Ka 
mouraska, writes, “A quarter of grain 
did not come up owing to drowning out.
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