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that right well—but there are subordi­
nate matters that have an importance 
of their own.

ON SUNDAY SCHOOL “HELPS."A RELIGIOUS NEWSPAPER.
Editor Dominion Presbyterian:On this subject the Belfast Witness 

lias a sensible article from which we 
quote the following paragraphs: —

Now the church paper 
gives just this "crack m 
” It tells us what miu-

once a week 
the kirk yard, 
isters have been “called" and “install­
ed,'' and even such very 
ticulurs as the minister's marriage, or 
address and presentation—all very good 
things to hear of and to know.

in the General Assembly ot 19U3 at Van­
couver 1 moved the iallowing resolution:

"The General Assembly suggest* to its 
Publication Commit tee as regards Sab- 
natli School Helps the consideration of 
the udvisabihty oi no longer 
text oi Holy; Scripture in 
hut simply indicating m clear large type 
Uie place in the Bade where the lesson 
ot the da> is louud." (Minutes oi As­
sembly, Page 38.)

Ihis was adopted by a large majority, 
in tact the court was in a muud to pat* 

a stronger motion, enjoining the 
Publication Committee to muse such a 
ciiuugc iu the their "Helps. ’ Hut at the 
suggestion ot some meuihciw ot Assjwuly 
1 put the resolution in the above lorm. 
three years have passed since this moiim 
was adopted by our Supreme Court, and 
wiut has been done.' So tar as the o-iucn 
at large knows, nothing. The "Help#’ are 
still published with the text ot Scrip.uni 
printed in lull, and it the comnuttde has 
ever considered the recoinmeiidition of the 
Assembly it is known only to themselves.

Now what is the result f It can be told 
iu one Uriel sentence.

A newspaper devoted to the interests 
of u particular church is of immense 
service to that church, 
first place, it gives expression to many 
desires and convictions that would else 
be quite innrtii ulate. Church members 
are ne<-csearily scattered over a wide 
area, many thoughts and feelings are 
secretly cherished about matters of reli­
gion and church, but there are few op­
portunities, or none at all, for hearing 
such matters discussed. Into the home 
once a week the religious paper comes 
with a breath of life. It makes vocal 
what had been lying silent, it gives form 
and force to what had been only halt 
conceived, brings to the birth what may 
have I icon long in gestation,
Vopinions previously cherished, 
recta misapprehensions and erroneous 
notions. The religious paper makes the 
church member feel that he is not alone, society, 
but one of n large society, a mighty 
Brotherhood. * * • The printed page 
that brings us news of what our fel­
low-churchmen are thinking or doing in 
all lands is a great power, it makes for 
the communion of saints, ami the soli­
darity of “the holy church throughout 
nil the world."

The church paper hdiw to give 
giou its proper place uud power in great the General Assembly tor leave to re­
public mutters of political and social ceive the following ministers from other
importance. The State and society are churches vis: Methodist, It. B. Beavis
none too ready to recognize spiritual and J. It. Sanderson; Congregational J.
claims iu any case. • • • The church K. Solandt, B.A., oilier churches,
paper cun fulminate with a force which Messrs. Thomson, Nillsou uud Audcr-
the minister, by a selt-deuying ordiu- son. Mr. Black reported that he
once, forbids himself. Uu the sub- completed the report of Church Lite
jeet of education, tor example, such a and Work:—that the following were
paper helps to create a sound public the recommendations:
opinion, and then to enforce on stutes- 

nud publicists the value of that 
opinion. On temperance, on eotnmer- 

1 honesty, on oucial purity, on capi­
tal and labor, landlord and tenant, em­
ployer and employed—on all such mat­
ters there is a moral side which Inter­
ests the Christian people, and which i» 
better set forth and debated and de­
fended by the religious paper 
any other means. And iu ma 

the interests of our own l

human par­
lor, in the

printing the 
the ‘ Helps,’It tolls

new congregations established, 
church edifice» erected, new preucli- 

tlie front, anders that have come to 
prints their best sermons for our edifi­
cation. It allows correspondents to 
suggest reforms in this or that direc­
tion. and the varied readers everywhere 
see what the 
initiated to ' 
blows a wholesome breath of contro­
versy, ventilating religious or church 
questions, and so leading on to many 
improvements in church life, 
of stagnation and apathy it stirs the 
mind of the people, end quickens their 
Interest in every pin of the Taliernacle,

►pie think, and are sti- 
f<sr themselves. Itthink

Insteadconfirms
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These "helps" 
are driving the Bible out ot our Sunday 
S. bools. This is a fact, au appalling fact 

Cir- which no unprejudiced observer can deny. 
Uur scholars are taking tlawe lea tittle into 
the classes and arc almost universally 
substituting them lor the Hook itself. 1 
nave spoken to ministers, bupvnntendents, 
and teactiers, and have hardly ever found 
one who has not agreed with me that such 
was the ease. More than this, Uiewi 
"Helps,” leaflet* and monthlies are being 
used in the homes in place of the Hible to 
study the lesson, so that both iu home, 
and Sunday School the complete Scrip­
tures are being superseded by these lrig- 

, rra * ,i M mentarv rajsi of Scripture which are1. llmt the questions of this report printcd at the top o{ llie le8goll
be made the subject ot discourse by the £ am perfectly aware the Publication

Committee advise that the Hible itself 
be used in the school, but 1 am calling 

be urged to contribute to the support attention to a practical fact, and one 
of ordinances and schemes of the church which the action of the committee itself, 
and that parents encourage their child­
ren out of their own earnings to have 
a share in supporting the cause ot 
Christ.

3. That pastors and parents encour­
age the young who appear to be endow- pocket, or folded up in the library 
est with the necessary gifts and graces, book,” they will nut, and as a fact are
to turn their thoughts upon the exalted not carrying the Hible to Sunday School,
calling of the ministry as their life work. The slip lias created a banetul habit

Mr McNabb rvporuM that the Hep- «*«*■‘‘ f“> b™k'- riia
worth charge had increased their con-
tribntiona so that their minister would » ^ j, becoming an unfamiliar book in 
receive the JSUO minimum et pend and ^ lian(1< #f our sullolar, „„a cven teaoh-

arlsm cliilling the very heart's blood of manse, file moderator k b ere, the practice of turning up references
the nation. The making of money m instrucled to aign and forward n h jg now u.1„a discontinued because there
order to eujov the "good things" ot haif of the Preabyte^. the [Wtition to an! a0 fCw copies of the Scriptures io Ihe
tills life, the craie for sport and plea- larbumeut prepared by the landIs D y k the feeling of familiarity with, and
,„re. the „ ingrtffl Wb.‘™i T Mr. >*■« attachment to one's "own Btbie" is

this apasslon"of the moment threatens to Sliepherd's hands to be completed, and 
crush out religion and the things of God all congregations which have not report-
and the soul? The religious paper is «I send their reports immediately to , d n tlie leaflet. My own feeling
“ vnine i„ keeping our itritnal lutture lev. A. Shepherd, Markdele l' O Mr. ^ the |ubjert u „„ ,tro„g that 1 say
In sight and the higher claims of apiri- Barton was instructed hi forward his re- „dhout hesitation that tlio.e who orig­
inal incinility. If man liai no soul and Port of Young Peoples Societiea to iMled and thoae who are penietuating lhe
no hereafter he is not so respectable as Synods Convener. D . b aacr present system of Sunday school ‘ Helps
tin- horse, not ™ happy ns the bird. If nutted a resolution to 1 r*8b-\i<*T ™ aie d ang irreparable injury to our children
religion and Gisl arc eliminated ont of proposed amendment, to the Temperance >nd you*g pK>ple. Ix-t us by nil mean,
human life human life become, n very Act, which was adopted and ordered to h |Ve a|, the explanation, illustration, light
poor business, a business Hint doe» not lie sent to the Hon. Mr. Hanna A plan whjch the ••Helps" furmsh, tliese are cx-
ITav its expenses. Tie religion» l'aper, for the order of service in c, lient, but for the text pf Scripture send
L-l 1 - else It may fail to do, emphn- Wsmore and Skipne» was ailonte.l (||e ,Mrner l0 tlie Scriptures themaelves.

spiritual interpretation of tlie Vreshytery approved the action of Mr. ,|ie |dace in the Bible where the lee-
and man's first and chief neces- Eastman and the clerk in api«ntlng the _o|] for ,h, day f„,md be indicated in

r î>r,ini -es? "r11 ,be top ot theklf-but
,TiI.hki, the work Of the Christian „*£ d. P. DUSTAX.

drew the ministers and Mr. Eastman 
In smaller ways also the church paper t^p congregation. Tre^hytery adjourned 

is very useful and worth its room. It mPPt in Knox St. Vincent, April 19,
is f< vehicle for the exchange of ideas -j 30 p.m. and was closed with prayer,
and sentiments amongst members of the —j Somerville, clerk,
same Communion. <Ve all remember 
Dean Bombay's story of the Seotc.i- 
woman who “wadna gie the craek in 
the kirk yard for a’ the sermon. Ihe 
sermon is supreme in its own plac 
she, like all good Preehyterians, know

The Presbytery met iu Division Street 
Lecture Boom ou the lUih ot April aud 
was opened with dewuouul exercises 
by ltev. Mr. Black, moderator, 
vulur letter* were read intimating that 
Presbyteries were making application toI reli-

paitora.
2. That all members of congregations

in giving the luwuti in this convenient 
method has made almost an inevitable
iact.

It the scholar* have the lesson text 
a slip of paper, which can be put in

than by 
ny mat- 
aaticulnr

on
ihe

tern
Communion are affected, the welfare "t 
our own church members endangered, 
uud then the denominational print lie- 

tower otcomes a necessity and a 
strength. Specially is this important 
service rendered to men'» spiritual in­
terests in the present day, when there 
is a cold wave of rationalism and aecul-

a I taper, has l>ec -me large- 
School Hible. The whole

«

becoming an obsolete sentiment, and the 
Word of God is associated in our chil­
dren's minds with the shreds of Scripture

si*

drove Manse, Halifax.faith.

Pilgrim—a handsome monthly magazine 
—will be sent one year to any address 
for $1.50. The Pilgrim is an illustrated 
high class publication, and once known 
will he a welcome visitor to your home. 
It is published at $1.00 per year, or 10 
cents per copy.

The proprietors of St. Andrew, the 
Scottish religious weekly, are extending 
the scope of the paper. The new editor 
is Mr. William Scatter


