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THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN
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The Divinity of Christ. cannot detect.

invariably fi..... «^^7 Hi"
and respev,. for even the very hes, of me, . means ^Im^^ec^ an'd Z

The :w^r,,imi.r:i,;,Himhte lî: rxrr ",s rrdcr ,Ac,s ;v- *•deeper the reverence and love I’ohn do„ v v hat wrooght such a transforma-

e
Imn, a«lo the ether disciples. Il s life dead " It I’eler i. H b””'
was as unsullied as falling snow. When i.iti u • •
therefore Jesus asked these men. who for seventh d'-tv onh""0"L’f 'hC f"'V 'V ,he 
three years had been his constant cm- pi- in ' h, ' I e h r ,'n .V K‘**' 
panions, who had heard His words, and f' j bel:el thatHerese from the
noted His behaviour, no. onlv in public, ebut in the most unconstrained " the sacred character
stances of

bv i*. w. HtaaiKs.
We have lour Biographies of Christ, 

written by different men, from four dis
tinct points of view. In this diversity 
there is unity ; combined they form a 
perfect and harmonious whole. " The por
trait is without a flaw. While it is that 
of a perfect man, it is manifestly that ol 
One who was more than man.

I he reliability ot these biographies, as 
authentic historical documents, has been 
fiercely assailed : but live internal and 
external evidence of their authenticity, 
have proved impregnable.

One of the

I
I

When we remember 
cl the Jewish Sab

bath. and how interwoven it was with the 
nation s history, we cannot fail to 
that only an

circurn-
private lile ; “ Who say ye that 

I am i Peter, speaking for them all, 
replied, “ Thou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living Cod " (Matt. xvi. if,).

IV. Ills RECORDED
Mis Divixitv.

strongest ot the internal 
evidences is, the uniqueness of the char
acter portrayed. Its originality is so 
striking, and throughout, so consistent, 
that scepticism has admitted its historical 
truth. In the words ot Rousseau ; “ It 
has features of truthfulness, so great, so 
striking, and so perfectly inimitable, that 
its inventor would have been scarce I v less 
wonderful than its Hero.”

see,
event ot tremendous impert- 

and significance, could have induced 
the first Christians to pay more respect to 
ti e first than the seventh day. Nothing 

... . ... hul belief in His resurrection, as a thor-
W ,'rd , pt; T' Wl,h Mi' »"KW.v verified fact, can account 1er Jews
, ,• rea ,0W .’"t:‘rlll"g tl,cy making such a revolutionary change,
have been to their original hearers. As v|, ... . ' k

These narratives defy Imitation. The «« •'«>‘1 a"ch wo,ds a* : “ I am the light fiimsTitxirv ram. His it,, «„ 
greatest literary genius, even with them V llu' «nrid (John vm ■ a), He that ... .. . ,xm'
as models, eouia not write the life of -111 hal 1 >vvn hath seen the Kalhei " Hmise fa Jew, the religion Helcunded, 
imaginary God-man, without representing U‘*« xiv. 9|. “Before Abraham was, I pro'vked. as it does to this day. Jewish 
him as so speaking or acting as to make l |ohn $*)• “ Come unto Me, ! ,.td and opposition. It was mortifying
his ideal character ludicrous. W hat the “'"Î 1 gnv rest " (Matt. si. j8|, ‘ , ,uj pridc ,I'L‘ r“«. and falsified
old minister startled I,Is people hv s.,v ing „l v:,r" "• Mv' f"r I am meek and lowly” ''N . -hyrtshed hopes. I’.ttting Jew
of the Bible, is applicable to tli'ose 'four “lam the Kesurecticu ; *',d ‘“"tile on an evpuilily, ,t enccin'ered
lives of Christ : The Bible is a wonder- '"id the file," etc. (John xi. aS|, we can " ":,s firsl
ful hook, if it he true:" then after -, *ci,rcel-v he surprised that some of flis j! ., ' :md ,'v' " was Iront among 
pause he added, “hut it is ten times more \tV,rcrs "vrv »’ s|W'vked that they thought , "U'M triumphs. |„
wonderful if it is not trueThe diflicul f,lm insane (John x. jo). Such language . c*’""-rston ot ti.e Apostle I’aul, we 
ties of faith are not to he compared w ith '!"ghl wvl1 intolerable from mortal Hlustrated the deep-rooted enmity,
those of unbelief. ' '*'■ B the speaker were only a man. a"dstfre. ot its

Another strong proof of the truthfulness ,htfM llv W1's guilty of an arrogance, an ir- '' d "lack's, 
of these Biographies is, that the Christ ro' ere nee, and self-laudation which de- c t
whose life they delineate, instead of cor- Krat*v H'm- II not Div ine, He was far 
responding with, is in marked opposition fmm a modvl
to, the Messianic conceptions and ex pec- n0t 1,1,1 of kr,ace and truth,” unless they 
talions of His race. To a Jew, such a are. t,K‘ words of One who was (iod, as 
Messiah was, and is, an absurdity. This We 1 as man* 
of itself, iv '.es the invention of such a 
Biograph;.. even if it were possible, abso
lutely incredible.
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power to overcome 
Judaism and Paganism 

alike impotent to arrest its progress; 
persecution only promoted "ts growth, 
and accelerated its expansion (Acts viii.q). 

Christianity ignores all distn tiens of 
It claims the world for 

Its missionaries and

man. His words are

race or creed.
Christ.
to he found In ev ery quarter of the globe.

I he weapons of its warfare are not car
nal (2 Cor. x. 4). It makes no com
promise with sin, but insists on holiness 
i’f heart and life, and provides the 
for their attainment.

Being God, “by His words 
He is justified ;” it only man, then •• by 
His words He is condemned ” (Matt, ”

converts are

.*?>•

V. His 
Divinity.

II. Christ claimed WORKS HEAR W ITNESS TO HisTO HE DIVINE.
“Thou, being a man, makest thyself ,, ... . .. .

God" (John x. 33). The Sanhedrim con- , msis,vd uPon their eviden-
demned Him on this ground (Matt. xxvi. ,value J;V,a,t* xi- 21 ; John v.36, etc.).
65), and if He were only a man, legally . *ncvv was credited with working 
condemned Him to death (Lev xxiv it,) ,niracles ; if the people were wrong, lie 

HI. His most intimât* iribxi.E bfE T* bo!"’d' man. to put
LIRVED Him TO he: DIVINE. . m riRht. His character and the gen-
liei'e' ônSHim"U T" d'f m’1 hv" ed wuVk!''oIVElUoVvth^'^To "hyuve this universality and success ?
afterwards bclicvers't'xc,s i lhe mir«“dd“' from .......... is “‘io ye therefore and teach all ml,Ions

I, .. . 1 ' ."•! -md two to destroy His identity. No such impôt- ' • ■ and lo, I am with vou," etc. iM.tt
of the Epistles!1 " "U'rs ol l"° enslted Christ could iiave created Christ- '9. »)■ His presence in, and with

T. - P ' . endom. His Church, is the only adequate evnlana
nei*TlPT**‘ wh,le H'u l'f» was so VI. Tint hbsirrectiox naovro His **»"• “This Gosp.!
FKS m’V10 he,ra> His Divixitv. shall be preached in all the world to a
ristent witheHismvlninhl"The' " "V forelold ,hllt He would rise from witness unto all nations " | Matt. xxiv. 14).
rifl«t o* this facT the }m vr ’u w* !ho dK,d («“'«• *«■ 4H. " Declared the " »*“™n and earth shall pass away, hut
rem.ll mlhis fait, the more significant Son of God, . . . by resurrection" (Rom % words shall not pass away " f\|„,
what itnmeansf ' lt*meamPthrt HV”hS,thr ''•**' l,s historical reality is well aulhen- XXIVl 35)- He practically staked all on
nritherlnTfisnla- b’"1'"'''1 'V. h°"’e' "o'l The'Ie^imony of many“ înd^HawJ xP>’kenI seenlld' so unlikely “offuifilme^t"

sa,,—1— »
day ; Jesus did so, all His Life. 26-76). 'P ^ ‘ 'ltt" XV‘‘ * ‘ ’ ^°hn xx‘ “ God 80 loved the world,that He gave

“ The best of men, are but men at the (?) His death filled His «. tk xiIS,°nly gotten Son ” (John iii, 16).
best. Hence the proverb : “ No man is dismay InstenH h • e s with No lesser sacrifice could suffice. There
a hero to his own valet ;” for such a ser- were soon welded" tore'ther^mmTfi^7 j" the nature of sin on the one
vaut sees flaws in the popular idol, which than ever. The very men who when a"d. î"the C^aracter ofGod on the
those who see htm only from a distance, their Master was arreted, •• forsook*ïhn Divin', n^ity^^SnS. “

means 
It has banished 

idolatry, strangled slavery, raised woman 
from the degradation to "which Mamism 
and heathenism consign her ; and is the 
beneficent mother of all the kindly charities, 
which distinguish Christian from other 
nations.
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