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CHAPTER XIX. to think of it, how often there had not there, 
been an anxious, thoughtful look on her dear As fast as he could he hastened hack and

.J Eti’EinfiÊJÏÏF'Eproa r hi ng°m a r riitge,' he«n«7to°vi,l! o4n l'o.Tt'nm “rdlyémü>',hC fIhMSyWI tad*come

rÆzïÆ' sr ss '-a X” ii rlrtha. .he marriage mus. he postponed until hard and fmpulstve But he would go' and end ^ d,saI*l,‘-ar,nK at 'hc.lextrente

ceedmgljldlsappointed. 'tï'ti” £ ^.’’.he ’̂nlint sTIITT' "" , "T"Cd hi™'' “P a"d -a'kcd more
pretty sweetheart had thrown ou, va,„e hints nohing‘Zev?and üouM wan ÎS b“' "It such « he
of delay, an,I had made feeble protests round, aud net heT t.romise ,ha7 he woo d ,“1 T- ?per,efn?d ■̂ There was 
against hurrying on things too fast ; but keep to what had been arranged and thJn nom smklnK <lf hearl ■ K/'cf, disappoint-
Ronald, not judging them serious, had gone he would go into ( than and buy the tine K " ''llundt'd ‘°ve’ and "ten the surging
on with his preparations. He had built an Thus, on the day appointed T/m, i" pT’’’ w,alh’,and bl«erress. He had 
addition to his cottage, and was furnishing M’lver he left home in ihl „ - M j '"tie doubt as to where the path would lead
extrava** h“-  ̂ -nd the question was now : wha, should
extravagant and above their station, though mile of Sruthan Post Offir» inn„ i. e . ,she said nothing. Ronald probably shared Sybil was likely to be free from he? ,fe It was as he expected. On reaching the
her Views, hu, he had not been allowed to Sohe ha tedn wouldhe. "JZ dUt™ ^ L''L*0, l’al h_ he. nn.e upon the old ruin,
cour, Sybil without many remmders from toosoonfo, asthedy lasfin’ he hm^d ld thad h«,d as the place of Niai
Mrs. (.ran, that tn her opinion her daughter to entice her nut for a walk He w3d ïlh l t'T T " ' he had no d,,ubt 
was making a sarrilire, and would not find take her down to the shore' wh Ù d 8,1,11 had passcd
the comfort at Fas-tihlac she had been used could si, in a sheltered corner Imone îhe '“"""""IJ and fnund «veral entrances, 
to at Sruthan- Ronald thought otherwise, rocks and have i good Inn» i-lg It, h? e' ’ 'f ,elt su,c’ was somewhere within, 
an,I freely spent a part of the money Mrs anyfca?of hemg dfsm hit 8 A n m ''U' 1" gWhal',aM of lhe building, or how to
Waldegrave had given him in providing have tn w.m for hà a„ h L t W°Ugd ,carh htT' hc r,,uld n°' ,clb Also he ex- 
Sybil with a home which would more than stepped off the marl ml iu i JP*?®* he perienced a certain shrinking from anything 
bear comparison with the one ,he wouM imo'the wo^!Ind sat dnwnlmt ' 6,:’? L"" '°ïked "ke Sp,'nR "«»*»**■ S"
leave. It was now almost ready, and when undergrowth of hazel hushes albl,k he sat down to await her return. If she was
Sybil passed from vague hints to the open He had not however hw-n seated t k alone, she would have to tell him what she
and serious declaration that the marriage fore a light step in rh.a seated long, be- had come there for, and if the young laird
mus, be pu, off, and to suggest tha" 7f he raise hi^eLs and turninehah d 1"" '° *as w.th her-well ss much theworse for 
would not consent, then she would break off a lady hurrying along a henith ? ,'C Sa" 1,6 sat duwn ln 'he open pathway,
the engagement altogether, Ronald grew hot yards* way ^ A second r.lanil c ’ll! 8 not Attempting to hide himself or play the
and angry, and all hu, said that he would hfisero htVfee hlrd heli/vml h "™*d«>PP«. l-u- watching the ruin, and
accept the alternative. eves But Vhere rô.dd hi bel,ev,ln*hls °»" ««'"K any sign tha, would reveal

That, however, did not exactly suit Sybil, it* |, was Sybil dressed more HkVhdl h>b' * whf,eahou's-',r <be |>ur|Ktse of her 
So when Ronald went the next time for the than he had ever sen hi, , ? „dy l,rcsÇncÇ lherc. And so he sat on, until in 
letters, she was unusually gracious, and name was on h,s h ,s h 1 h ^ lh«^ d«d «''«-ce of the wood he heard the
assured him that he had made her very un- checked hinrsdf li,h a sudden’"^ 'v™ Hf "“v '* f*,l),ns. ,,n,1>or- -W» loud shriek, 
happy by going away in such a temper. Yet, misgiving What could ihis^lln? Vhr'r’J *"d l"!'"edl*,el» »f‘«. >b* ^mg of a shot, 
as she kept to her resolve about the marriage, could she be going dressed like that ? T,1 <■„« lcal,ed 1,1 his t, et. and made for the
he was not appeased, and still less so when, the Castle ? Why ïhen „n L Ihl „„ „ fl,S* c?''anre ,ht’rulns- All his love
on reaching home, he found Nancy Bell direct path ? He was so Horn/ ,1 ! f,lr 'S,D|1 relurned. She had been inveigled
there, and listened to her gossip while his bewildered that instead of IT/ W a"d lnl"lhal lonely place for some had purpose, 
mother was milking the cows. She said no- after her. he sank hick again and Tri Tl* and was ™>w m trouble, was being murdered,
thing against Sybil, yet she contrived very put his thoughts and feare il , hi d..to an,lblnH he could tell, and he sitting
adroitly to confirm h„ suspicion that there ,*e reason or oeNnT Bel?! Ŝ"Und ‘ad«- 
was something behind his sweetheart’s ambiguous words fl.«h»H h,»t, 8 u I coming, Sybil ; where are you ?’ he
hesitation not altogether commendable, and with a new meaning ' Cmtld ifbeTs '’"t" ,hnlllcd' PlunK'nK mto dark passages which
tha. he ought to put up with no more trifling, not - slmewhCe m ,h, H h r ,h oV Smm'd lo lead noehcr=- »ut there

So Ronald resolved that he would call at there was a secret retreat h°! 1* "1"'? tvsp ir.se, and if any one heard his call it

r .....her promise, well and good ; but he would sort But now the idea “t a girl ol that I hinking only of Sybil, and that she 
stand no more nonsense. Mrs. Grant was other suspicious rircumstan«s misled un™ lr,,ul,le *»"'cwhere within, he sprang up
the cause of all the mischief and misunder- his thoughts. There was that ring he h ,d ,hC 't ,nd h,ld. al""'sl l’asscd lnto the
standing, and he had no doubt that it was to once seen and the little », Id In, kir h d ,owcr. "ben Niai Mor recovered from his 
her Nancy’s vague hints pointed. Sybil her- He felt' his brain hLn *o reef and hr *url,"‘e;land lhe dour to behind
se.l was a dear, sweet little thing, as clever trembled violently -still hr s, , 1 dfh? b,s b-ick, seized Ronald by the collar and 
as she was pretty. She might be rather too wuh s'mrrlh nT L’- In nlh' * "lh."' ^ endi:av,,“red 'h™« him down again,
fond of dress and did not always speak so and hurried after Sybil He could not T* he cried fiercely ; 1 where are you
kindly about his mother as he ’would like; would nl, bdR-ve h ' sumicTn, bu, hi 8°'T 'Vha',ha‘e Y >u mme here for ?' 
but she was true at heart, and when once would know the truth lï/ hld ' " I-e go, sir, answered Ronald ; ‘ hold off, 
she was away from her mother', tnflueneeall very far Sre hi 4me“o a point w th^h"? d,"n’ y°V an
would go smoothly and happily. And then path diverged. He took the Ine that seemed , ' "u dar^.'" "l"-'ak to me like that, you
it was only natural for a young lass like the most rtkelv anH ran ,1 at seemed dog, rtged iNtal, striking out with his list.
Sybil to hesitate a bit, and Jfeel half afraid every urn to ctlnl™ ti-~T lrR;"'ald frmd ,ht-' ld'>* and shook him-
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He walked round it rt-

'

iwas no I

* You call me a dog I* he cried, shaking


