Dere Mable:

Having nothin better to do T take up my pen
to rite.

We have been here now three weeks. As far
as I am concerned I am all ready to go. 1 told
the Captin that I was ready any time. He said
yes, but that wed have to wait for the slow ones
cause they was all goin together. I says was I
to go out to drill with the rest. He said yes
more for the example than anything else. Its
kind of maddening to be hangin round here when
I might be over there helpin the Sammies put a
stop to this thing.

In the mean time I been doin guard duty.
Seems like I been doin it every night but I know
what there up against and I dont say nothin.
Guard duty is something like extemperaneus
speakin. You got to know everyching your goin
to say before you start. Its very tecknickle. For
instance you walk a post but there aint no post.
An you mount guard but you dont really mount
nothin.  An you turn out the guard but you dont
really turn em out. They come out them selves.
Just the other night I was walkin along thinkin of
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