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poor food, but .fs great use in the United States proves

This species has an interest for us also, from the fact thatthe purple part of its shell furnished the material for the purpL

mentioned
(p. 12), was made chiefly from the colnmellro orcen ral columns of the two species otBus.con (also know^ as^^'bur and S>,cofypu., and sometimes Pymla. The purntBWHS worth twice as much as the white, and both were madem the form of tube-shaped beads, perJoraled and no is^dheir value depended upon their poli'sh and general perfection

'

It was a real currency among the Indians, true money andas one old writer says.-" their mammon.'' It was the' chieJmedium of trade between the whites and Indilra on
'
the-uthern New England coast. The former, howe er to!k to

ciation of value and many abuses. La^ were oassedregulating its use in trade, and it continued tore manufactu edn.l within about fifty years, for use in the west. A "ryfull and interesting discussion of this whole subject may Kfound in the first of the works mentioned below
^

Among the Canadian Indians it was very extensively usedEarly explorers (including Cartier) refer to it, and KaiL theSwediah botanist and traveller, saw it in th; middle of' theastcentiiry among the Hurons and below Quebec. Charlevoix

Venus shell,
(p. 1.32 and gives a most interesting descriptioaof t. It was very highly valued by the Indians of Acadia

r'h'ritfor'
"'*

'"J
was use/by them fortnamenjrather than for money. It was also used by the Acadian

Micmac« h'V ''
'''"'"'' '''• ^^«"«'- *«"« that the

Algonquin Legends." mentions that the Passamaquoddyshave_wampimi records at Pleasant Point, Maine. S
•Bee lntro<i,:rtory part of this paper, p. 13.


