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uaturalW have (loubted ti.o sincerity of the ofTor to take it; yet, if there hud boon anv
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cv.nt-cl on the part of the Nc.umls to take tlie onth, thcV
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' «-y'f,«7<-'7'<«:wntc3 on the 18th day of tho same mont^to the l'.ngllsh Gov^inuTK-nt. liuit ho ha-l r.tfuscd, but intimates that he was waitin.'
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The inhabitants of the diffcre^.t Acadian townships wore ordered to send deputies to
ilii ifax, and on the 25th those trom Annapolis river were examined I)y tlie Councilrhe said deputies wore then ordere.! to Ik- called in; and boinj; asked ,vhattiievhad o say, they declared that they appeared in behalf of themselves and all the other
nhabitants of the Annapolis llnvr; (hat they could not take any other oath than whatthey had formerly takcn-whu'Ii w:.s with u reserve that thev should not bo ol.li-.etk to
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•t;^«^„t'"^ Ki>';<'s intention to force them to <,uit theirlands,they hoped that they should be allowed u convenient time for their departure.

„. . .\ T ^"T'"r
;'>"» ';-''^"'l t''^".' .'^'-vc'-ai <iuos!ions eoneerninf,' the allegiance they somuch boasted of in tlie.r n.cnional. and ihc intelligoicc which thev s^iy thev have-iTjn the government, of vvluch they were dc.ired to mention a single insUnce wiierehvany ivdvantago Iiad accrued to the, government; but this they were unable to do. Onhe contrary it w,i« n.ide very evident to them that they have always omitted to give

timely mtelligence wiien they had it in their po^vor, and might liave sav.id the lives ofmany of Hi.s Majesty's subjects
;
but that they li.-,d always secretly aided the Indiat,sand many of them had even appeared openly iii arms against His Majesty. Thevwore then told that tiiey must nowre.-olve either to take the oath without any rese vtor else to quit their auds,-(,ir that aOiurs were now at .such a crisis in Ammiea, thatno delay could he admitted; that the French had obliged us to take up anns a-uinst

tlioir encroachments, and it was unknown what steps they miLrht take further' iorwinch rcison, if they (the inl.il,it..nts) would not become /ubjeis to'x! eSts 'and
purposes, they could not bo suffered to rem.iin in the country. Upon which they d
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oath than what they had done before.
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--seriously to consider the consequencesof their retusal. That, if they once refused the oatli, they would never after be uor

mitt«d to take it but would infallibly lose their' po.iessions ; that tte Councilwere unwilhng to hurry them into a determination upon an attair of so much ex,n-sequence to them, and therefore they should be allowed till next Moniia/, at ten of theclock in the forenoon, to reconsider the matter and fcam their resolution, when their
final answer would he expected. And the Council then adjourned to that time
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arrived
™'"*° *'"**' *'"' ''^P"^'''^ '"""" l'''''<l"'''. Menis, and River aux Canards

.
?" ''»;J^«"''ay fo'lowing (an eventful day in the history of this provinc'c 1 the Councilmet and the said deputies were then called in, and peremptorily refused to take theoath of allegiance to Ills Majesty.
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<J«P>"'«s of Annapolis iilso appeared and refused tho oath. Whereupon they
were all ordered into C(mfinement. ' •

"As it had beeti before deiermiMed to send all the French inhabitants out of the
province if they refused to rake the oaths, nothins; now remained to be cor.sidercd hutwhat measures should be niken to send them awav, and where thev should bo sent to

After mature consideration, it was unanimously agi-eed, that to 'prevent as much a«
possible their attempting to return and molest the settlers that may he set down on their
lands. It would be most proper to send th<^m to be distributed amongst the .seveial
colonies on the contment, and that a suffleient number of vessels shoald bo hired with
all possible expedition for that pnrpo.>ie.'"

NOTK C.

lliat great sufTcnng was v.iwmX by the settlement of Halifax and of th«
provifice, by seiu.us beiu}; kept idle in ILaifax, JH evident from tho petition of
Jtobert drant and Kich.«d Bulkely to form a settlement »b Lawrenoetown for


