
THE INVENTOR'S POCKET COMPANION.
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Ix submitting this pamphlet tc Inventors, wo luay be peruiitte.l to say, by wayof introduction, a few word, in refermco to curHolves. We have had practicaleducation as luachinists in the work«liop, theoretical instruction in n/echanicsand tho scien.x3 pertaining thereto, and have had ten years cxnerienco as
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like t nn in Canada can extend. \V(^ conduct applications direct with all thopatent offices, except examinations and special cases, for which wo have f.ualihedand competent representatives at Ottawa, Washington, I,ondon, Pai-is. L^, whosupervise contested and other cases when necessary
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nttW 7. PV""'««'o^ a'-e sufficient guarantee, while the large and increasing
piactice we enjoy is complete evidence that all work entrusted to us J thoroughlyand conscientiously attended to.
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HOW TO INVENT.

It would be impossible for us to literally teach how to invent, for invention
Ike poetry, painting, and sculpture, is a gift often rising to the height of genius,
but still a lew simple hints may be of value, as many of our most useful and
remunerative inventions have been i)roduced by minds that lay no claim to kin-
ship with genius. Attention, careful and thoughtful attention to what is goinc.
on in the world about one, will soon enable the observer to discover many little
gaps, .suggesting some small and i)ractical improvement, which, if cheaply and ef-
tectually carried out, will fill a general want, and thus command an extensive .sale.
10 be pecuniarily successful, an invention must supply a want, and unless immea-
surably superior, be cheaper than the article it is intended to .supercede, and above
all things It should be .simple. Simplicity in an article cheapens its cost, makes im-
provemeiit on it more difficult, and tends to increase its popularity, being more
easily understood and less liable to get out of order. Many people seem to think
that a complicated arrangement of levers, springs and wheels denotes a true in-
vention and m tact the sole aim of «ome inventor.s seems to be to see how com-
i>iicatea and intricate a tnachiue they can produce. A greater mistake wfts never

T/


