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gentleman fcnr all time and had wiped him off the

board.

Needless to say, at the news of Sue's engagement,

Jack Lamont avoided Waveriy Place now as he would

have the pest. Bitter as he felt toward the stepfather

since he had been fool enough to give him what
would dear him out of his difficulties, he suffered

even a deeper humiliation that his generosity had
brought him nothing in the way of forcing his way
into Sue's favor. He had called upon her twice—
once to find from the maid she was out, and again to

discover from the same servant that she had left the

day before with the Jacksons for camp. He had
played and lost—a new experience for Handsome Jack,

when it involved money and the pursuit of a girl that

pleased him. More than once he decided to put the

screws on Ebner Ford and bring him to account.

After all, he had given him his check of his own free

will, accepting his gilt-edged preferred as collateral.

Man of the world as he was, he ended by shrugging

his shoulders and considering the affair in the light of

a bad investment. Moreover, his mind was occupied

with a far graver affair these days, that threatened as

it developed to drive him out of New York. He even

went to Rose Van Cortlandt for advice, begging her

to ransack her feminine ingenuity and rid him of a
woman who was making his life daily unbearable.

Both he and Rose were much too old and worldly

pals not to have talked the affair over sensibly to-

gether—at least she was not fool enough to believe
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