
|8

An avcFHtfe head of wheat iii abt>iit three and u half inches in lenjjth.
It is made up of a lar^je number of spikelets which are arrunjfed alter,
nately alonjf the .stalk. Kach spikelet usually contains three flowers.
The flower is small and is enclosed by two fjlumes, which after-
wards form the chaff. Tliese jflumes are sometimes blunt and

sometimes elon^jated into awns or beards. The
very interesting little flower, theretore, cannot
be seen except bv opening' up the ylumes, which
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can be readily done by me.tns of a sh..rp knife or
ji pin. A small maffnifyinj; ),'lass will >frcatly help
in examining' the various parts of the flower. The
flower produces the seed which at first is very
small, but which ),'rows rapidly and ripens in three
or four weeks after the formation of the flower.
As the grain ripens,

the leaves turn brown
and wither, the stems
or straws change to a
green or lightish yellow

Kitf. -.'i. nia.io(«iiiat.iii»tii nil color, and the glumes
become dry and harsh.

brom the one seed which was planted, we
have obtained a well ripened plant, which is

ready to be cut, harvested, and threshed, and
will furnish us with straw, chaff, and grain,
all of which are useful.

I have touched on only a leiv of the
points in connection with the life history i.->(

the wheat. The gernvnation of the seed ;

the feeding of the plant ; the growth of the
leaf, the stem, and the head ; the arrange-
ment of the flower ; the prodi .tion of the
grain, are all subjects which are very interest

ing and worthy of a person's close attention
and careful study.

In view of the importance of the wheat
crop, a large amount of experimental work
has been done at the Ontario Agricultural
College in order to glean information which may be of value in increa.s-

ing both the yield and the quality of the wh.-at of Ontario. The results

of these experiments have been published in bul tins which have been
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