
Theae figures ihow that tiwre ww a decrease in the nuiaber of acres under flax
during the ten years from 1890 to 1900 in all the eastern prorinoes and in British
Columbia, whereas in Manitoba there was a considerable increase, and a slight increase
in Saskatchewan and Alberta.

The recent census of the Northwest provinces in 1906 showa remarkable increases
in the production of flax seed in 1906 and 1906, especially in Saskatchewan; con-
siderable increases also are shown in AlberU. In 1906 there was a lessened acreage
of flax in Manitoba, but owing to a heavier crop that year there was an increase in the
toUl quantity of flax seed harvested. In 1906 Manitoba showed an increase both in
area and yield, and in the Manitoba crop report issued December 14, 1907, a further
advance is shown with this crop:
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Manitoba
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The provincial report for Alberta is not yet received.

Flax seed, as already stated, is chiefly used in the manufacture of linseed oil.
There are three large linseed oil mills in Montreal, one at Baden, Ontario, and one at
Winnipeg. The combined capacity of these mills b large and all the oil they manu-
facture finds a market in the Dominion. The demand indeed exceeds the supply, and
the flax seed produced in Canada has to be supplemented by large importations, and
considerable quantities of linseed oil are also brought in from other countries. The
oil cake left after the oil is expressed, so highly esteemed as a nourishing food for
cattle, is partly used in Canada and partly exported to Great Britain.

CAN THE FLAX STRAW PRODUCED IN THE NORTHWEST PROVINCES OF CANADA BE PSOTITABLT
WORKED FOR ITS FIBRE?

In 1896 experiments were conducted with flax at the several Dominion Experi-
xnenUl Farms for the purpose of ascertaining whether flax fibre could be profitably
produced in the different climates of Canada where these experimental farma are
located, also to gain further information as to the quantity of seed which should be
aown per acre, and the best time for sowing.

A sufficient quantity of seed of the best sort obtainable—grown one year in this
country after importation from Russia—^was secured from J. Livingston, Esq., of
Baden, Ontario, who was largely interested in the flax industry in Canada, being a
manufacturer both of fibre and oil. Each experimental farm waa supplied with seed
from this source. Instructions were sent with the seed to select enou^ land in a


