
CATHEDRAL CITIES OF FRANCE
what the Diuphin either could not or would not

make; and it it always the most unsatisfactory part

of the history of Joan the Maid that when she had
pressed on, scarcely resting by night or day, to win
back his kingdom for him, Charles seemed in no
hurry to enter upon his honoun, but preferred

dawdling with his favourites in Touraine; and it

was with the greatest diflSculty that he was per-

suaded to ride to Rheims with Joan. Selfish indul-

gence, foolish favouritism, petty jealousies—were
such things as these to stand in the path from which
the Maid had swept all other barriers? Joan, how-
ever, was resolute. In hopes of rousing him she

withdrew her army into the country, and this

retreat had the desired effect Charles the Lag-

gard allowed himself to be brought into Rheims,

and on July 17 Joan, banner in hand, stood by his

side in the cathedral while the Archbishop anointed

him with the holy oil and crowned him Charles VII.

of France. Here, so far as Rheims is concerned,

the story of Joan is at an end.

Two papal councils were held at Rheims, in the

days when the Gallican Church was rising to its

highest power, though it had not yet gone so far

as to resent the yoke of the Papacy. Pope Leo IX.

in 1049 entered the city in full state to consecrate

for Abbot Heremas his newly-built monastery of
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