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236 THE ARMffiS OF LABOR
South political conditions now were feverish. Old
party majorities were overturned, and a new type
of Congressman invaded Washington. When the
first national convention of the People's party met
in Omaha on July 2, 1892, the outlook was bright.

General Weaver was nominated for President and
James G. Field of Virginia for Vice-President.

The platform rehabilitated Greenbackism in co-
gent phrases, demanded government control of

railroads and telegraph and telephone systems, the
reclamation of land held by corporations, an in-

come tax, tlw free coinage of silver and gold "at
the present legal ratio of sixteen to one," and postal

savings banks. In a .series of resolutions which
were not a part of the platform but were neverthe-
iejw "exprpssive of th** sentiment of this conven-
tion. the party .Jeolured itself in sympathy "with
th*" efforts of organized workingmen to shorten the
hours of laber"; it condemned "the fallacy of pn)-

ti^ting American labor under the present system,
whiih ojx-ns our |>orts to the pauper and criminal
chfises of the worl«l and crowds out our wage-
earners"; and it opposetl the Pinkerton .system of

capitalistic espionage as "a menace to our liber-

ties." The |)arty formally declan.l it.s«.|f to Ik- h

"union of the labor fortvs of the Tnited States,"


