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imperfectly, but this churka was entirely useless

for the green-seed variety, the fiber of which clung

closely to the seed and would yield only to human

hands. The quickest and most skillful pair of

hands could separate only a pound or two of lint

from its three pounds of seeds in an ordinary work-

ing day. Usually the task was taken up at the end

of the day, when the other work was done. The

slaves sat round an overseer who shook the dozing

and nudged the slow. It was also the regular task

for a rainy day. It is not surprbing, then, that

cotton was scarce, that flax and wool in that day

were the usual textiles, that in 1783 wool furnished

about seventy-seven per cent, flax about eighteen

per cent, and cotton only about five per cent

of the clothing of the people of Europe and the

United States.

That series of inventions designed for the manu-

facture of cloth, and destined to transform Great

Britain, the whole world, in fact, was already com-

pleted in Franklin's time. Beginning with tha fly-

ing shuttle of John Kay in 1738, followed by the

spinning jenny of James Hargreaves in 1764, the

water-frame of Richard Arkwright in 1769, and

the mule of Samuel Crompton ten years later,

machines were provided which could spin any
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